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$11.70 to $12.30. The fee will increase 


30 days after notice of the increase is | Ha 


_ published in the Federal Register; no - é 


date has yet been set for publication. The 
‘FCC is authorized by the Communica- 
- tions Act of 1934, as amended, to collect 
vanity call sign fees to recover the costs 
associated with that program. The vanity 
call sign regulatory fee is payable not 
only when applying for a new vanity call 


sign, but also upon renewing a vanity call - 


sign for a new 10-year term: 
The vanity call sign fee has fluctuated 
over the 12 years of the current program, 


from a low of $11.70 to a high of $50., 


The FCC said it anticipates some 15,000 
Amateur Radio vanity call sign payment 
units — or applications — during fiscal 
year 2009, collecting $184,734 in fees 
from the program. 

The vanity call sign regulatory fee is 
payable not only when applying for a new 
vanity call sign, but also upon renewing a 
vanity call sign for a new term. The first 
vanity call sign licenses issued under the 
current Amateur Radio vanity call sign 
program that began in 1996 came up for 
renewal two years ago. 

Those holding personalized call signs 
issued prior to 1996 are exempt from 
having to pay the vanity call sign regula- 
tory fee at renewal, as Congress did not 
authorize the FCC to collect regulatory 
fees until 1993. Such “heritage” vanity 
call sign holders do not appear as 
vanity licensees in the FCC Amateur 
Radio database. 


KB3IFH OSL CARDS 
Quality Full Color Photo 


& Eyeball Cards 


www.kb3ifh.homestead.com / 410-440-0282 


4522 Foxtaii Rd., Hampstead, MD 21074 
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\ pcaker | is Dr. Jill Tarter, the director | 
the Center for SETI Research at the SETI 
Institute in Mountain View, CA. More — 


information about the convention and the — "station 


banquet i is online at www. pacificon. org 


Desecheo Island 


DXpedition 
 faelaee has surfaced that the.1 rare 
cheo Island will be activated this 
fall. The dates being mentioned are 12-26 


Nov 2008. The DX Newsletter in its edition. 


1585 says that the call sign for the opera- 
tion will be K5D. The newsletter adds that 
further details will be published shortly 
before K5D comes on the air. 


Hurricane Dolly 


en Hurricane Dolly slammed into 
the Texas coastline on Wednesday 


The interesting Ham 


activities in your area may 
prove inspirational 
to others. 
Send your artwork to 
WorldRadio. 
Maybe others will say, 
"Why, he's even better than 
Ansel Adams!" 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


14.325 MHz on Tuesday bee 
Macedo, KDICY, Net Operations | 
ager. WX4NHC at the National Hurri 
Center monitored the net for field reports 
both by radio and by VoIP. 


Dolly was the second hurricane A ee 


the Atlantic season. It dropped close to 


a foot of rain in the first few hours after 


coming ashore. Hardest hit was the area. 
South of Port Isabel in the border town of 
Brownsville. 
After making landfall, it weak- 
ened to a tropical storm on Thursday, 
24 July, but concern remained over 
flooding along the heavily populated Rio 
Grande Valley. — ARNewsline — 


y> OCWA Election 


Results 

ob Roske, N@UI, will be the next 

President of the Quarter Century 
Wireless Association, succeeding John 
B. Johnston, W3BE, in that post. Roske, 
a longtime QCWA Board member from 
Hutchinson, Minnesota, beat out Len . 
Nathanson, W8RC, by a close vote of 
1037 to 991. 

Elected as QCWA Vice President is 
Ken Oelke, VE3AFO, of Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. Walt Supina, N3WS, of State 
College, Pennsylvania. was selected as 
Secretary and Frank Harris, WA4PAM, 


r shift that can be up to 3 
and the transponder is 


_ Delfi D Oh 64 was built at the Delft Uni- 
of Technology in the Netherlands. 

Since it was launched in April, it has been 
collecting educational research data for use 
by the university students with the assistance 
of Radio Amateurs around the world. More 
information on this satellite can be found at 
www.delfic3.nl — ANS, ARNewsline 


Stolen Scout Radio 


Badge Collection 

ochen Sulovsky, DK8ZM, is a keen col- 
lector of Scout Radio badges and had 
possibly the largest collection anywhere 
until they were recently stolen (approx 300 
rare badges). Anyone who collects radio 
ephemera will understand the upset this 
caused. If you hear of any unusual or large 
numbers of JOTA or radio scouting badges 
appearing then please do let him know (or 
me and I'll pass the message on). Jochen’s 
e-mail is J.Sulovsky@gmx.de, and mine is 
‘ MO@XDF@A Iphadene.co.uk. Jochen is not 
looking to catch the thief — he would just 
like the collection back. There are pictures 
of the individual badges at http://www.radio- 

scouting.de/badges/ 
— 73 de MOXDF, K3 #174, FISTS #12575 
David Ferrington ASL, 2nd Bracknell 
Scout Group 
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' CDs and Manual. Only $29.95 plus $5.00 Sian 
j FE add $210 tax. 800-425-2552 | 


1 wwwisuccekele-eeevconm 
pray 1 Roane ee eee FL 33432 


FULL COLOR OSL CARDS 
2,500 QSL Cards......$250.00 ($.10 each) 
FREE DELIVERY USA ONLY! 
We need good photo or artwork for front/back 
side. Color or B 
(check/money order) with order. - 
Allow 15 working days for delivery. 
VASOMAX (KD4WVK) 
832 Woodcraft Dr. * Nashville, TN 37214 
615/306-2556 vasomax924@yahoo.com 


PHILATELICS, STATIONERY 


| SEEN RRS LTT 
_OVERSEAS POSTAGE 
_ AIR MAIL ENVELOPES 


P.O. BOX 270569 
i WEST HARTFORD, CT 06127-0569 
i (860) 521-7254 
| web site: http://www.net1 plus.com/ e-mail: k3fn@aol.com 
| users/ryoung/index.htm 


Since 1974 Your Factory 


AUTHORIZED RGAE DISTRIBUTOR | 


115 BELLARMINE, ROCHESTER, MI 48309. 
Toll Frees 800-521-2333. Fax: 248- 375- 0121 


N4PY Software 
Customer Service second-to-none. 
Control Software for your Tentec, 
Elecraft, Kenwood, or Icom radio. 


www.n4py.com 
121 Little Bell Dr. * Hays, NC 28635 


THE QSL MAN® 


Since 1979, Quality, Service, and Value! 
Free samples 
Wayne Carroll, W4MPY 
P. O. Box 73 
Monetta, SC 29105-0073 
Phone or FAX (803) 685-7117 
URL: http://www.qsiman.com 
Email: w4mpy @qsiman.com 
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1 oubitcatioa has its. pets age 
advantages. On the plus side ; 
_ a unique opportunity to experience 3 
our Amateur service from many more ie 
perspectives than I would see from my | 


ink. Send sketch & payment } 


shack. Amateur Radio captured my heart 


after the first QSO and I have immersed — 


myself in it for the last twenty years, so I 
feel very fortunate indeed to be in such 
a position. 

On the down side, it can get depress- 


ing to hear the bickering between the . 


license classes or the modes. Sometimes 
I wonder if the Amateur Service will 
survive it all. By having editorial space 
like this one, I try to start some dialog 
between the opposing points of view. I 
have tried to explain to the newcomers 
why some old-timers might be resent- 
ful and tried to get the disgruntled 
old-timers to see that the newcomers 
are the future of Ham Radio and we 
need to Elmer them, not alienate them. 
Occasionally, people are so angry that 
they do not take the time to read what 
was written; they just skim over it or pick 
out a few sentences, which they take out 
of context and go off on a rant and miss 
my point entirely. Maybe that is my fault 
for not being clearer, I don’t know. 
However, Amateur Radio has been 
evolving since its inception, but it seems 
the more it changes, the more it stays 
the same. If you get an opportunity to 
look through some old QST magazines, 
please do. I was flipping through some 
from the 1930’s and was stunned at 
how the Hams of that era complained 
about one another, moaning about their 
inconsiderate operating practices and 
calling people Lids. It could have been 
a ‘cut and paste’ from today’s Internet 
chat group or email reflector. Even more 
interesting was the lack of political cor- 
rectness when the editor wrote back a 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


) y 
the letters of the alpha 
unreadable because they 
characters together. Record 
sending some text from a mag 
If you cannot send the text witl 


looking up the letter or cannot cop; py 


it when you play it back, you are at 


ready to get on the air. You need to — 
put in some more off-air practice time. — 
There is no disgrace in practice and it 


will pay off, trust me. 

Anyway, I digress! Amateurs have had 
the same complaints about each other 
since the inception of radio and we are 


not going to change it. It is just built into - 


our nature. Even if Amateurs have not 
changed, the times have. There is a lot 
more competition for the attention of 
bright potential Hams. We all need to 
make an effort to nurture and encourage 
the new people because we need to keep 
Amateur Radio going. Amateur Radio 
is a family; sure, we all have our quirks 
and differences. We disagree and argue 
amongst ourselves, but deep down we 
have a common bond and we need each 
other. If we don’t support each other, 
who will? 

— Thank you very much for caring 
enough to take the time to let us know 
how you feel. Please keep in touch, 
either through our web page http:// 
www.wrowr.com, e-mail direct to me 
at nancy@tir.com, via editor@wr6wr. 
com, or postal mail direct to me at 
Nancy, WZ8C, P.O. Box 807, Hadley, 
MI 48440. Mail sent to WR HQ at.2120 
28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 will be 
forwarded to me. & 
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four (count ‘em, four) DSP processors under its skin, it’s like the Icom engineers 


the rig with four powerful computers. Heck, it’s not even LIKE that, it Sthat! = =—__ 
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IC-PW1 
© 1kW HE/5OMHZz linear amplifier 
* Remote the control head, 
or leave attached to main unit 
¢ Small footprint 


SM-20 

¢ Unidirectional, electret condenser-type 
desktop microphone 

* Uip/down tuning, PTT buttog 

* Lock setting 


SP-20 

* External speaker 

© Builtin audio filters 

* }/4 Headphone jack 
¢ Connect 2 transceivers 


$P-23 

¢ External speaker 

* Builtin audio filters 

* | /4 Headphone jack 
* Connect 2 transceivers 


* Auto antenna tuner 
¢ 4 Antenna connectors 
* 2 Exciter inputs 


° HF / 6M 

© 5 - 200 W output power built-in (5 - 50 AM) 
¢ General coverage RX: 0.3 - 60 MHz 

¢ Four 32-bit floating point DSP units and 

e 24-bit AD/DA converters 

© 3 roofing filters 

© 2 identical, independent receivers 

¢ 7 inch wide color TFT display 

° Real time spectrum scope 


©2008 Icom America Inc. The Icom logo is a registered trademark of Icom inc. 
All specifications subject to change without notice or obligation. 10045 


* Includes audjo cable 
©5 75% 4.25 x 11.2 in, 3.6 lbs 


* Includes audio cable 
© 7.875 x 5,875 x 13.375 in, 6.6 lbs. 


Visit your Icom dealer today! 
Free literature: 425.450.6088 


or www.icomamerica.com 


© Dual, digital twin passband tuning 
¢ High speed auto antenna tuner 

¢ Digital IF filter 

© 110 dB dynamic range 

¢ +40 dBm 3rd order intercept point 
¢ AGC loop management using DSP 
© 50 CTCSS tone encode /decode 

* Digital voice recorder 

¢ CF memory card slot 


became intrigued with the one band we 
had never used: 160. My transceiver 


included top band, but considering the _ 


space needed for an efficient antenna 
made me swallow hard and almost give 
up the idea. But-not quite. 

Consider that a half-wave at 1.8 
MegaHertz is about 257 feet long. 
A horizontal dipole that size would 


probably extend well beyond the 


edges of an average city lot. This 
was my Situation, so I went to plan B. 
How about going vertical? Or using a 
shorter, trapped type? A compromise 
appeared to be a quarter-wave sky- 
hook such as an inverted L. Bingo! 
That was the answer. 

There were some tall trees in the 
back yard that would allow about 40 
feet of vertical height, and another 


Licensed 
Before 1983? 


QCWA invites you to join with 
those distinguished amateurs 
licensed 25 years or longer. 
Request an application from: 


QCWA, Inc., Dept. WR 
PO Box 3247 
Framingham, MA 01705-3247 
www.qcwa.org 
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~ We found this to ihe true two yeaes a 
_ago. Our DX activities had slowed with 
the decline of the sunspot cycle, so we _ 


160 Meter Quarter Wave Inverted L. . ee 2 EG, “ae 
‘ | | 3 ee 
60 feet to the back of my lot forthe at the base feed point helped with 


horizontal flat-top. I had to cheat a _ the matching. A two-to-one balun is 


bit by bending the end of the top leg —_ another option. Several radials were 


to fit the total run of 133 feet, but it | added to boost efficiency. The more 
worked. A large variable capacitor the merrier. . 


AMP LINEARITY OSCILLOSCOPE MONITORING ) 


With the falda mae RF-Sampler / RF-Demodulator 


po . Real-time signal comparison — 
: ———s oo between your amplifiers : 
— various pre and post opersdig § 


itd Re-S2K 
conditions can be achieved! 


| The "Splatter View" model RF-D 
_ (RF Demodulator) and series 
_. RF-S (Variable RF Sampler) — 
have been created to insure that 
your amplified signal remains 
truly linear and distortion free - 
ae maximum shane Le 
RF Seipolers ° RF Demodulator 
CleanRF Technologies AM Modulation Monitors 
2114 Cypress #9 


Harrison, AR 72601-8125 3 a 
970-412-3456 a JeuUF er 
www.cleanrf.com pales 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Pet TR: ray would 


re re ceiving antenna disappeared 
_ into the noise when switching to the 

f inverted E 
This demonstrated how very differ- 
ent propagation is on 160 Meters. The 
amount of atmospheric absorption is 
much higher, so arriving signals are 
weaker. Another factor is that the 
amount of refraction or bending of 
signals doesn’t allow them to get very 


high in the atmosphere. So transmitted ~ 


Signals suffer from shorter hops with 


__ wavelengths long a 

_ the ground lets you” 
_ Otherwise, choices would include 
compact loops, phased verticals or a 
it random wire. — 
yeu rig lackstthis, «°° &. 


rly. Weak athe that were. 
\ ery. well on the random. 


J 


| Equipment for 160 


While your current HF transceiver 
is probably fine for casual ragchewing 
on top band, serious DXing will call 
for some additional equipment. Since 
I’m a DXer, I asked a number of top 
operators what they used to improve 
their odds of working the much weaker 
DX stations. 

Kees Nijdam, PAOCLN, mibditied a 
TS-480 with a separate receive input. 
Tony Buscaglia, K2NV, uses an out- 
board MFJ-1026 noise-canceling signal 
enhancer. Many DXers add noise filters, 
bandpass filters or preamplifiers to deal 
with noise and weak signals. Rigs with 


The DX Store 


‘Amateur Radio Equipment for DXers! 


Whether you’re operating from 
halfway around the world or just 
up the hall from your living room, 
you want equipment you can 
count on to perform... You want 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


10301 Maybrook Ave. Whittier, CA 90603 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


r very well. 


Perfect for daylight & IR cameras! 


SKkyDOoc 


AEROSTAT 


_ SkyDoc 25 Aerostat opera ed by AT ste 


Try our new Budget RM SERIES Masts! 
http://www.floatograph.com/rmmast/ 


Pp 
F loatograph. 


TECHN OLOUGIES, &t 


| TELESCOFING MAST SYSTEMS 


301.563.3082 
WWW.FLOATOGRAPH.COM 
9520 Colesville Rd, 

Silver Spring, MD 20901 
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EAL 


"The O AX Connector Sealant". 


Universal Electronics, Inc. 
4515 Little Savannah Rd. « * Cullowhee, NC 28723 
(828) 293-2222 » FAX: (828) 293-2221 
www.coaxseal.com 


Build a Better Antenna with DX Engineering! 
Lowest Prices on Hustler 
BTV Vertical Antennas! 


@ 
* 4-BTV: covers 10, 15, 20, and 40m 


+ §-BIV: covers 10. 15, 20, 40, and 75 or 80m ENGINEERING 
°6-BTV: covers 10, 15, 20, 30, 40, When You 

and 75 or 80m Want The Best! 
Secure Online Ordering: www. DXEngineering.com 
Order by Fax: 1-330-572-3279 24 hrs./7 days 
Order by Phone: 1-800-777-0703 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm EST 
Product Support Line: 1-330-572-3200 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm EST 


The Finest in 
P ; 
sel A Tower Accessories 
Ginpole Kits, Antenna Mounts, Standoff Brackets, Quadpods, 


Mast Adapters, Climbing Steps, Rotor Mounts, Mast Piates, 
Strap Brackets, Hot Dip Galvanizing, Custom Fabrication 


IIX Equipment Ltd. 
ix @w9lix.com 4421 West 87th St. 
- Phone: 708-423-0605 Hometown, IL 60456 
Cell: 708-337-8172 Doug, W9HX 


Fax: 708-423-1691 = Feel Rapin 


QSL Kit at-home Printing * QSL Cardboxes * DXCC, 
States Index Dividers * Contest Keyboard Overlays * DX 
Return.Envelopes * Vinyl QSL Wall Holders * Laminated’ 
World Projection Maps * CALLSIGN BADGES * License 

Frames * Hats * Mugs * HAMSIGNS « AND MORE! 


HamStuff by W7NN 


www.HamStuff.com 
10624 Zephyr Lane SW + Olympia, WA 98512 


New Heavy Duty 32-Foot 


Telescopic Fiberglass Poles 
neanenscncSe CSUR ee EERE ee ELLIE CEILS AES eee eee 

10 sections collapse to a compact 46 inches 
5/16 inch diameter tip. section 
$115 shipped anywhere ConUS 

Optional accessory to reach height of 38 feet 


The Mast Company 


www. TMastCo.com 
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— 


; hoeencds fe mathe 
inverted L with some radials. “My, _ tal 

tower was situated in the back yard 

and the L did run over the house to a 


tree in the front yard.” 
Operating techniques 
For local contacts, operating is simi- 


lar to other bands except for the noise» 
_ factor. Old-timers point out that many. 


years ago 160 Meters was the equivalent 
of today’s Two-meter band. Then, as 


now, there was lots of casual ragchew- 


ing and roundtables. 
Good manners and respect for other 


operators appear to be more evident 


better signal-to-noise ieee 


Tuse for chasing DX: on | op band T 


to SSB;it has a narrower anc 


is 


Manning, WDS5T agrees, pointing 
that “All but one of my countries on 
Meters were made using CW.” 

With the current solar cycle at low. 
ebb, perhaps now is a good time to 
explore 160 Meters. Put. up a wire © 
and check it out. It’s different and — 


_ challenging, but that’ s what makes it © 


fun! 


Amateur Radio Call Signs 


~ The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call sign 
system as of 06 August 2008. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PR5000 
#206-S dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 
Fairfield Road., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245; toll free 888/2255322, or see the website: http://wireless.fec.gov/uls. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 
0 KD@OEWL 
1 KBIQZZ 
2 KC2TUC 
3 KB3RNX 
4 KJ4FSS 
5 KES5VXD 
6 KI6SNG 
7 KE7VGZ 
8 KD8&JCQ 
9 KC9OCI 
N. Marianas KH@TZ 
Guam NH2GE 
Hawaii WH7PZ 
American Samoa KH8&DS 
Alaska KL2MX 
Virgin Islands NP200 
Puerto Rico WP4ANYJ 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 
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Group B/ Group A/ 

General Extra 

Ee AC@ME 
++ : ABIJK 
++ AB2ZQ 
a ; AB3IA 
be AJ4KF 
++ AESIZ 
++ AF6LD ‘ 
ae AD7VW 
a+ AC8RX 
+e AB9ORX 
++ _ 
++ AH2DU 
++ , AH6SS 
++ AH8Y 
++ AL2Z 
++ KP2CU 
++ ++ 


, inforn ration 
ett ters. 
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Everything You Forgot Ask about HF Mobilerag 
The Little Pistol's Guide to HF Propagation =| 


and 
2000 WorldRadio Archive | 


The WorldRadio 
2000 CD-ROM 


This CD-ROM contains 
two out-of-print books: 

40+5 Years of HF 
Mobileering, 

The Little Pistol's Guide 
to HF Propagation 
plus 

Everything You Forgot to 
Ask About HF Mobileering. 

Yes, in one CD-ROM 
we've assembled one of the 
greatest collections on HF 
Mobileering and HF 
Propagation. Don Johnson, 
W6AAQ, and Robert R. 
Brown, NM7M, give you the 
insight needed to get your 
HF signal out there! 

This CD also contains the 
2000 WorldRadio Archive. 
That's right, you'll find every 
issue from 2000 — and in full 
color where possible! 


This CD is yours for only $24.95 
+ $2 s/h (CA residents add $1.93) 
To order call: 916/457-3655 or on 
the web at: http://www.wr6wr.com 
or e-mail: orders@wr6wr.com 
or send check to WorldRadio at: 
2120 28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 
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Don Johnson, W6AAQ, reading the many Happy Birthday cards. 


“Wir. Screwdriver” Celebrates | 
His 90th Birthday 


Armond Noble, NoWR 


n the first moment that the FCC 
QO allowed mobile operation on 75 
Meters, Don Johnson, W6AAQ, 
was there. It was 0001 Pacific Time, 15 
July 1948, and he’s been there ever since, 
collecting many friends along the way. 
Sixty years and two weeks later, he 
and his XYL, Letha, W6HMD, threw a 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


90th birthday luncheon for a gathering 
of Northern California area Amateur 
Radio operators. 

Noted mostly for inventing the “Screw- 
driver” HF mobile antenna, he also shared 
his many decades of accumulated knowl- 
edge in the books “40 Years of HF Mobi- 
leering,’ “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering” 
and “Everything You Forgot to Ask About 
HF Mobileering.” (The last two were pub- 


; 4 U.S. Navy, including being in 
> in a noted PBY squadron. 

’ Ade luncheon he told of how a 
group yf Hams in the Navy played the 
major role in the search for an aircraft 


‘ 


orldk ett _ that bashed and the crew being rescued 
fe) Swing for some major elec- 
s companies, Don spent 31 years, 


; k of things in the WWII South | 


; 


after eight days. 

His 75 Meter net frequency is , 3905, 
which is also the last numbers of his 
Esparto, CA, phone number. 

Many say one of the great attractions 
of Amateur Radio is the camaraderie. 
All the conversations at this festive lun- 
cheon proved that such is quite true. © 


. Master of Ceremonies for the event 


was Deane Coats, NR6A. 


* 


® Texas REACT/MARS EMCOMM cooperation 


Bob Hejl, W21K/ 
NNN@OKSI/NNNOGBY2 


wo MOUs (Memoradums Of 

Understanding) between the 
Texas State REACT Council and 
Texas Navy-Marine Corps MARS, 
and the Hill Country REACT and 
South Texas Navy-Marine Corps 
MARS were signed recently, set- 
ting the groundwork for cooperation 
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Ron Douglass 
Cave Creek, Arizona 


623.326.878 


scorpionantennas@cox. net 


between those agencies to share and 
supply information during times of 
emergency. This process is only the 
beginning, as protocols are being 
developed to make the’ sharing of 
information easier and more efficient. 
The agencies will also do deployment 
actual drills to enhance their com- 
munications procedures. 

If any agency wishes to follow 
suit in creating similar MOUs or 


Radio Setup Guides 


Short Form Guides For: 
Kenwood, icom, Yaesu, 
Elecraft and Ten-Tec Radios 
Condensed step-by-step procedures 

Simplify Setup and Operation 
Available for most recent model radios. 


Radio Chest Harness 


Great Gear Organizer 
® Multiple Pockets & Straps 


Perfect for Public Service & 
Emergency Communications 


¢ voy 
Ham Accessories 


1601 Donalor Drive e Escondido, CA 92027 
(760) 781-5522 ®*www.niftyaccessories.com 


reviewing post-MOU procedures, they 
can contact Bob Hejl, W2IK at the 
email address: nnnOgby2@navymars. 


org 


Signing the state MOU for Navy- 
Marine Corps MARS and Texas State 
REACT Council were (left) Bob Hejl, 
NNNOGBY2 for MARS and (right) 
Lee Besing, NSNTG for REACT. 


ALPINE ANTENNA 
screwdriver antenna 


500 watts ¢ 10-80 Meters 
619/445-9157 © ka6elk@cox.net 
P.O. Box 2062 Alpine, CA 91903 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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Automatic Speed Tracking... Instant Replay... a ; 


Is your CW rusty? MFJ-461 
_ Relax and place this = § 95 
tiny pocket size MFJ ig ‘ae 


Morse Code Reader near 
your receiver’s speaker... 

Then watch CW turn into solid text 
messages as they scroll across an 
easy-to-read LCD display. 

No cables to hook-up, no computer, 
no interface, nothing else needed! 

Use it as a backup in case you mis- 
copy a few characters - - it makes 
working high speed CW a breeze - - 
even if you’re rusty. 

Practice by copying along with the 
MFJ-461. It'll help you learn the 
code and increase your speed as you 
instantly see if you’re right or wrong. 

Eavesdrop on interesting Morse 
code QSOs from hams all over the 
world. It’s a universal language 
that’s understood the world over. 

Automatic Speed Tracking 

MFJ AutoTrak™ automatically locks 
on, tracks and displays CW speed up to 
99 Words-Per-Minute. 

Simply place your MFJ-461 close to 
your receiver speaker until the lock 
LED flashes in time with the CW. 

Four Display Modes 

1. Bottom line scrolls and fills with 
text, then that entire line is displayed 
on top line until bottom line refills -- 
makes reading text extra easy! 
Automatically displays speed in WPM. 

2. Same as 1, without speed display 
-- gives you maximum text display. 

3. Top line scrolls, bottom line dis- 
plays speed in Words-Per-Minute. 

4. Both top and bottom lines scroll. 

Two-line LCD display has 32 large 
1/4 inch high-contrast characters. 

MFJ Pocket Morse Tutor MFJ Code Oscillator 


MF/J Instant Replay 

The last 140 characters can be 
instantly replayed. This lets you re-read 
or check your copy if you’re copying 
along side the MFJ-461. 

High Performance Modem 

Consistently get solid copy from 
MFJ’s high performance PLL (phase- 
lock loop) modem. Digs out weak sig- 


Of course, nothing can clean up and 
copy a sloppy fist, especially weak sig- 
nals with lots of QRM/QRN. 

Computer Interface 

The MFJ-461’s serial port lets you 
display CW text full screen on a bright 
computer monitor -- just use your com- 
puter serial port and terminal program. 

More Features 

When it’s too noisy for its micro- 
phone pickup, you can connect the 
MFJ-461 to your receiver with a cable. 

Battery saving feature puts MFJ-461 


MFJ Pocket CW Keyer 


Learn MEJ-557 MFJ-403P "& 
Morse code Deluxe Code $795 
Bn anise 8 ea ne ceils he a Built-in 
tiny MF J Pocket- $8995 39 Morse key and Iambic 


Paddle. ‘ThatabWwhieel speed 
control. Adjustable weight. 
Adjustable sidetone with 
speaker. lambic modes A 
or B. Fully automatic or 
semi-auto “bug” mode. 
Reversable paddle. Tune 
mode. RF-proof. Battery 
Saver. Tiny 2'/45Wx3'/4H 
x1D inches. 


oscillator unit 
mounted together on a 
heavy steel base -- stays put 
on your table! Portable. 9- 
Volt battery or 110 VAC 
with MFJ-1312D, $15.95. 
Earphone jack, tone and 
volume controls, speaker. 
Adjustable key. Sturdy. 
8'/2x2'/4x3?/s inches. 


sized Morse Code 
Tutor™! Practice 
copying letters,. numbers, 
prosigns, punctuations or 
any combination or words 
or QSOs. Follows 
ARRL/VEC format. Start at 
zero code speed and end up 
as a high speed CW Pro! 
LCD, built-in speaker. 


. Hold n near r your receiver. —_ it ane dis] OW ir 
#32. Character 
High-Performance Modem es . Computer Interface « a 1 


nals. Even tracks slightly drifting signals. — 


ME 


to sleep during ieriods of inactivity. It 
wakes up and decodes when it hears CW. 
Uses 9 Volt battery (not included). 
True Pocket Size 
Fits in your shirt pocket with room 
to spare - smaller than a pack of ciga- 
rettes. Tiny 2!/sx3'/sx1 in, 5'/2 ounces. 
No Instruction Manual needed! 
‘Super easy-to-use! Just turn it on -- 
it starts copying instantly! 
Accessories 
MFIJ-26B, $9.95. Soft leather pro- 
tective pouch. Clear plastic overlay for 
display, push button opening, strong; 
pocket/belt clip secures MFJ-461. 
MFJ-5161, $16.95. MFJ-461 to 
computer serial port cable (DB-9). 
MFJ-5162, $7.95. Receiver cable 
connects MFJ-461 to your radio’s 
external speaker 3.5 mm jack. 
MFJ-5163, $10.95. Cable lets you 
use external speaker when MFJ-461 is 
plugged into radio speaker jack. 3.5 mm. 


MF J miniature Travel lambic Paddle 
MFJ-561, $24.95. 13/sWx1?/sDx?/sH in. 
Formed phosphorous bronze spring pad- 


dle, stainless steel base. 4 ft. cord, 3.5 mm plug. 


Free MFJ Catalog 


and Nearest Dealer... 800-647-1800 


http://www.mfjenterprises.com 
* 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
MS 39759 PH: 662) 323-5869 
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 

FA X:(662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 


Prices and specifications subject to change. (c) 2008 MF J Enterprises, Inc. 


MF J... the world leader in ham radio accessories! 


p a 


. | ntenna 
ugh Hnbithtyt in your: paiddow 
ou feed three coax-fed antennas, 
e, T Benen He wire and ‘ground with- 


place in window sill and close 
“One cut customizes it for any win- 
48 inches. Use horizontally or 
. High-quality pressure-treated 
with excellent 3/4 inch thick insulat- 
perties is painted with heavy coat of 
outdoor enamel paint. Edges sealed by 
weather-stripping. Seals and insulates 


iL 


; Low profile 14 fi 


rotatable dipole from across the street! 

Tiny 7-foot turning radius fits the smallest 
roof — perfect for houses, apartments/condos. 

The low-profile MFJ-1775 is not much 
bigger than a TV antenna and nicely blends 
into the sky. It’s easily turned by a light- 
weight TV rotator. 

It’s no Wimp! Its directivity reduces QRM/ 


Compact SWR/Wattmeter 
eer es Compact SWR/ 
*5Q* Zinch lighter Cross: 
Y Needle Meter, easily 
Late from across shack. 
Read forward/reflected power, 
SWR simultaneously. 3'/sWx3'/sHx3'/sD in. 


MFJ-822 for 1.8-200 MHz, 30/300 Watts. 
MFJ-842 for 140-525 MHz, 15/150 Watts. 


2-Position Remote Ant. Switch 


MFJ-4712 Switch any two 
$792 antennas remotely! 
Single coax feeds two 

antennas, DC power, con- 
trol signals -- no extra 
cable needed. Use 1.8-150 
MHz antennas. 1500 Watts. 50-75 Ohms. 4W 
x2°/sHx1'/2D in. fully enclosed, weather pro- 
tected outside switch box has.stainless steel 


rod fiberglass center insulator and 6063 T-6 


5 Wattmeter has huge en Oo 


MFJ-1800 


$2995 


wane ee 
* 


7. intenna Feedthrough Panel 


. WHE/UHF antennas, balanced line, sag iti wire and islet into your 
ut ‘drilling through walls as», MET-4602 $69°5 ka = 2 


x against all weather conditions. Gives years 
of trouble-free service. */sDx3'/2Hx48W in. 
_ Inside/outside stainless steel plates bond all © 
eoax shields to ground. Stainless steel ground 
post brings outside ground connection inside. 
Three Teflon SO-239 coax connectors, 
ceramic balanced line/randomwire feedthru 
insulators. 


x 5 door Vi lew 


| - 6-Band Rotatable mini-Dipole ie 40, 20,15,10,6,2 M 


Zit areata 


~LSkW... Directivity iciises hd: rae ORM noise alg 


noise and lets you focus Assembles in an afternoon. Adjusting one 
your signal in the direction _ band has little effect on other bands. 
hat you want -- so you MEFJ-1775W, $249.95. WARC band ver- 


an work some real DX. sion for 12, 17, 30, 60 Meters only. 
Operate 6 bands -- 40, 


Its entire length radi- 
ates. Each HF band uses a separate, highly- 
efficient end-loading coil wound on fiber- 
glass forms with Jeflon™ wire with capaci- 
tance hats at each end (no lossy traps). 6 
and 2 meters are full-length halfwave 
dipoles. 

Built-to-last -- incredibly strong solid 


| MFJ-1785, $369.95. DX the low bands on 
80, 40, and 20 Meters with an efficient full 
33 foot rotatable dipole! Handles a full 

-1$00 Watts. Balun included. 6063 T-6 air- 
craft strength aluminum tubing with a solid 

_center fiberglass insulator. Requires a medi- 
um-duty rotator such as Hy-gain’s AR-40. 


aircraft strength aluminum tubing radiator. 


16-Element 2.4 GHz WiFi Yagi 


Glazed Ceramic Insulators 


MFJ-16C06, $4.56, package of 6 
sgexata Authentic glazed ceramic antenna in- 
i sulators. Extra-strong -- long antennas 
will not break, will not are over or 
melt under full legal power. Extra-long 
ridges prevent high-voltage breakdown. 


16-element WiFi Yagi antenna 
greatly extends range of 2.4 GHz, 


802.11b/g WiFi signals. Turns slow/  §mooth wire holes prevent wire damage. 


no connection into fast, solid connection. 
Highly directional -- minimizes interference. 
N-female connector. Tripod screw-mount. 
Wall/desk/shelf mounts. Use vertically or 
horizontally. 18Wx2?/sHx 1'/sD in. 2.9 oz. 
a MFJ-5606SR, $24.95. Cable 
connects MFJ-1800/WiFi antennas 
to computer. Reverse-SMA male to N- 
male, 6 ft. RG-174. 
MFJ-5606TR, $24.95. Same as 


@ bme-so0osk but Reverse-TNC 
male to N-male. 


Dealer/Catalog/Manuals 


Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 
or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


* 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkv ille, 
MS 39759 PH: 662) 323-5869 
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 


FAX:(662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 


Prices and specifications subject to change. (c) 2008 MFJ Enterprises, Inc. 


bracket for 1'/2 in. mast. 3 Teflon SO-239s. MJ... the World Leader in Ham Radio Accessories! 


Phoenix, AZ — 


‘Baltiniore Amateure Radio club eS , : 


Scholarships (5) 
¢ Elizabeth Albert-Bruninga, WE4APR 
Glen Burnie, MD — $1,000 
¢ Victor Curtis, KB3BTD | 
_ Cheltenham, MD — $1,000 ~ 
-¢ Christa McClenny, KB3JIU 
Glenwood, MD — $1,000 
¢ Rebecca Milton, KB3GFG ° 
Sykesville, MD — $1,000 
Ernie Dobos Memorial Scholarship 
— $1,500 
¢ Andrew Bruninga KB3GLF 
Glen Burnie, MD — $1,500 


Rose Ellen Bills Memorial Scholar- 
ships — $2,000 
¢ Michael Volz, W2NRL 
East Lansing, MI 


Richard G. Chichester, Memorial 
Scholarship — $2,000 
Sponsored by Patricia and Jack, 
W9AME, Chichester 
¢ Tamara Sevier, KESDJZ 
Austin, TX 


Columbia Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion Scholarship — $1,000 
¢ Derek Wood, KB3NXY 
Columbia, MD 


FAR SILENT KEY Memorial 
Scholarships — 3 @ $3,000 each 
¢ Derek Wood, KB3NXY 
Columbia, MD 
¢ Patricia Dobson, N3DUH 
Reisterstown, MD 


Advertise your used ham gear 
FREE. Up to 16 photos 
per ad FREE ! 


No Commissions 
Dealers Welcome 
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Nate Amateur Radio Club Schol- ee oe 
arship — $500 — ot ney 
© Patricia Ward, KB3QLI 
Pittsburgh, PA Nee at 
ue + Steven R. Cuimcee 


Nanticoke Amateur Radio Club Clarks Summit, PA 


Scholarship — $1,000 | on 
-¢ Benjamin R. Frye, KI4BAW Phil- -Mont. Mobile Radio 
Roanoke, VA. Memorial Scholarship — $2,000 
; In Memory of Clinton R “! im” ie 
Lawrence E. and Thelma J. Norrie cer W3BBB “Oe 
Memorial Scholarship - $2,500 ¢ Diana Mitchell, KB3QDW 
¢ Rebecca Rich, KBOVVT Mechanicsburg, PA i 
Raytown, MO 4 . i: eae an 
QCWA Named MEMORIAL Schol- 


Old Old Timers Club Scholarship _arships —6, Amounts Vary 


Leland Smith, Sr. (WSKL) Memo- 


— $1,000 
e Alex Brech, KC@YLD rial Scholarship ($1,600) 
Curie, MN ¢ Bryce T. Salmi, KBILQC. 


MAKE HIGH QUALITY COMMERCIAL | AMATEUR REPEATERS 


ICF-121 COMMERCIAL mobile radio VHF, 50 Watts, 136-17 4MHz, 

128 Channel, CTCSS-DCS. Mutimode, pends mans aute iD. 

(5 tone, 2 tone encode)... 

ICF-4218 Same but 8 Channels in no 0 thsplay).. 

ICF-221 COMMERCIAL mobile radio UHF, 45 Watts, 440-490MHz, J 
128 Channel, CTCSS-DCS. Mutinibde, alphanumeric display, auto ID. 
(5 tone, 2 tone encode} Cail 
ICF-221S Same but $ Channels ( no display ) 


ag ITS-10-KIT1 Build Your Own Repeater ff 
Interface for ICOM repeaters. Interconnection between 2 
ICOM F121 221 radios. No soldering required. 


a} Single repeater b) Bidirectional repeater 

c) Cross band repeater 

d} Any parameters 

Programmable by software. O 


SOP C1122. Programming interface kit You can program [COM . 


mobile 124/221 Series commercial radios. 
Requires a PG g ea cactde eet tapi eerotee ONO 
ASK FOR YOUR COMPLETE FREE CATALOG!!! 
(WHOLESALE — ONLY FOR DEALERS) 
ss mami, al, all, a 


Mn I” Gr © NT 


wwwepcomnet  epcom@epcom.net 


San Diego, CA 92154 U.S.A 
Ph. (619)'661-9160 « Fax 661-9159 
2105-07 NW 79th Ave. 
Miami (Doral), FL 33122 
Ph. (305) 889-1127 « Fax 639-3351 


1630 Paisano Dr. 
Ph.(915) 533-5119 ¢ Fax $42-4701 
EI Paso, TX 79901 U.S.A. 
Toll Free 888/533-5119 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


ener KD8CDC_ 
cess aa OH | 


* Robert E. teu: Menccia! Scholar- 


‘ship $1,000. * 


Silent Key Memorial Sebol 
oe @ we 000 each 


| . yle “inal W4KTF 
_ Warrenton, VA 
¢ Catherine Jones, KI4EVA 
Vinton, VA 
-¢ Blake McCabe, KC2GQX 
— Vestal, NY 
_ © Wayne McNamar, KD7PVY 
Everett, WA 
~ _* Reid Morine, W4RSM 
- Wilmington; NC 
¢ Sabra Perry, KD7JPR 
Sweet Home, OR 
_ © Matthew Poppe, AD7HF 
Spokane Valley, WA 
¢ Sarah Schneider-Firestone, KB3QJR 
Columbia, MD 
¢ Stephen M. Sciarini, KC8IDJ 
Dover, OH 
¢ Stephen T. Simpson, KC8IOY 
Ocala, FL 


Radio Club of America Scholar- 
ships — 3 @ $1,000 

¢ William Joshua Fisher, W4WJF 
Vale, NC 

¢ Michael Volz, W8KAR 
East Lansing, MI 

¢ Caleb Braff, KCOFKO 

_ St Paul, MN 


ie 


Sponsored by Mrs. Shirley ae Ban- 


* Stephen M. Sciarini, KC8IDJ 
Dover, OH 


Tulare County Memorial Scholar- 
ship — $1,000 
¢ Nathan Hager, KI6LZA 
Cedarpines Park, CA 


Ernest L. Walker, WB3DVL Memo- 
rial Scholarship — $1,000 
Sponsored by the Baltimore Radio 
Amateur TV Society 
¢ Thomas Christovich, KB3HUR 
Baltimore, MD 


Dwight Weller Memorial Scholar- 


ship — $1,000 


Sponsored by Philip Karn, KA9Q 
¢ Joshua Young, KJ4AV W 
Fuquay Varina, NC 


WARAC Memorial Scholarship — 
$1,500 
Sponsored by the West Allis Radio 
Amateur Club 
¢ Patrick Weeks, KB9ULT 
West Allis, WI 


Young Ladies’ Radio League 
Scholar ships 
Ethel Smith (K4LMB) Memorial 
Scholarship — $1,500 
¢ Rebecca Rich, KBOVVT 
Raytown, MO 
Mary Lou Brown (NM7N) Memo- 
rial Scholarship — $1,500 
e Stephanie Schaefer, KC2NSA 
Binghamton, NY 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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DONATE YOUR 
RADIO 


Turn your excess Ham 
Radios and related items 
into a tax break for you 
and learning tool for 
kids. 


Donate your radio or related 
gear to an IRS approved 
501 (c)(3) charity. Get the tax 
credit and help a worthy cause. 


Equipment picked up 

anywhere or shipping 
arranged. Radios you can 
write off - kids you can’t. 


Call (516) 674-4072 
FAX Ge 674-9 00 


THE RADIO CLUB OF 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 22 
P.O. Box 1052 
New York, NY 10002 
Cringing Communication to | 
Education Since 1980 | 


WorldRadio, October 2008 15 


| Jefferson County, ‘Fort. 
e _ Jefferson 


+ 


ohn O. Satterlee ak ; 


he Rock, Crawfish and Bark 

Rivers, which run through 

these communities of 9,000 
and 11,000 in southern Wisconsin, have 
always been prone to flooding in the 
spring but this year the rivers turned 
into monsters. 

Never in the recorded history of 
these communities have the three rivers 
flooded to 15 feet at Jefferson and 11 
feet over flood stage at Fort AMRInSOG 
as they did this year. 

Jefferson had the worst nightmare as 
it was divided by floodwaters so that 


citizens had to go at least 16 miles to get - 


from one side of the city to the other. 

Fort Atkinson and Jefferson experi- 
enced a massive flood with water not 
only washing out homes that always were 
high and dry in past years, but which also 
came up from storm sewers, etc. to flood 
other parts of the community inland. 

It was gratifying to see so many 
of our townspeople, and others: from 
farther away, come to the aid of their 
fellow citizens, working long hours in 
the hot sun filling sand bags. People 
really do care about one another. 

This whole community, while not 
experiencing the total washout that 
others have gone through, came through 
with a heart-warming job. Well done. 

The following article appeared in 
the Fort Atkinson Daily Jefferson 
County Union: 

“NET CONTROL... Another load of 
sandbags just left for...’ The Amateur 
‘Radio Emergency Service (ARES),’ 
supported by the Tri-County Amateur 
Radio club, was kept very busy last week, 
including one all-nighter, as they pro- 
vided communications between the net 
control station and various flood sites. 

“The bulk of the club’s time was spent 
in Fort Atkinson. Members and other 
Hams (73 were logged in including 
quite a few ARES members from out 
of town) put in a total of 418 hours and 
1,700 miles in the operation. 

“Called out by the Jefferson County 
Office for Emergency Management the 
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“THIS IS NET CONTROL — One truck is heading for Vinne Ha Ha? Roger. 
Are any others waiting?” Dennis Rybicke, K9LGU, right, is shown manning the 
W9MOB repeater control station at the Fort Atkinson Fire Department while. 
Quentin Carpenter, AA9IK, waits for assignment. Rybicke, who put in long — 
hours at the helm, had high praise for the fire department personnel as they did 
everything they could to help keep the station going. Photo by John Satterlee. 


Hams put in a lot of hours at several, 


sites including the North Main Street 
and Middle School sand-bagging 
Operations and on East Milwaukee 
St. coordinating the delivery of sand 
bags there. 

“Others spent a lot of time at the 
Wilcox Street Lake fielding and passing 


New TNC? New radio? Considering a 
Sound Card Interface for PSK-31? 


Contact our CUSTOM SHOP for 
made to order cables. 

We build everything from TNC to 
radio interconnect cables and 
sound card interface cables to 
coax assemblies made to YOUR 

specifications. 


Authorized dealer for Alinco, Icom, 
Kenwood, Yaesu and Kantronics. 


Associated Radio 
8012 Conser, Overland Park, KS 66204 


Tel: 800-497-1457 
Email: sales@associatedradio.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


on various requests. Others roamed the 
area occasionally looking for trouble 
spots or someone needing assistance. 

“Most of the time spent was at the 
sand bagging sites. They handled ques- 
tions such as asking truck drivers where 
they were taking bags; fielding ques- 
tions from volunteers; checking for the 
Red Cross truck; requests for more bags 
and providing info on how many empty 
bags were on hand, etc., etc. 

“Club member Dan Spangler, 
AC9IKI, said that he has been asked 
by the local radio station to explain 
Field Day coming up soon. Field Day 
is a training exercise in providing 
emergency service using only genera- 
tors and jury-rigged antennas. 

“Spangler commented that: ‘It will be 
a bit redundant since we already have 
had a considerable amount of trainin 
this past week.” S 


neral Class Ham of several 
asked why you can’t eliminate 

ors from a dipole and connect it 
ly to a metal tower. Or the number 
_ of times I’ve helped Extra Class Hams 
: __ by explaining the order in which you 

_ connect a transceiver, linear, low pass 


Nie filter, and antenna tuner. 


Ts it any wonder that by making the 
licensing process, which is more like 
registration than licensing, so easy that it 
is not sought after nor respected? We’ve 
taken the sense of accomplishment out 
of the license. It is like seeing the differ- 
‘ence in how a teenager treats the family 
_ car versus an.old junker that they bought 
with their own hard-earned money. 

Too, Ham Radio is reflecting society. 

‘In my over 45 years as a Ham, I’ve seen 
our society go from a foundation of 
being family oriented, to being children 
oriented, to finally being child directed. 
So, what the child wants is what the child 
gets. Human nature being what it is, 
children don’t always know what is best 
for them. And people today assume that 
because children have ‘more informa- 
tion, they have more wisdom; duh. They 
haven’t looked at the evidence. Children 
know no tradition, they are too young. 
But to them, tradition starts with them, 
what they want, not what has gone on 
before for decades. 

And you can see it in Ham Radio. 
Using “threes and eights” instead of 73 or 
88. Deleting knowledge of “Silent Key” 
because, well, “What’s a key?” I can’t 
really be encouraging that the tradition of 
our Ham language will continue. It will 
suffer the same demise as the other lost 


Subscribe to 


WearldRadio 


See page 9. 


is ia in things like 
RRL's “Ask the Doctor” 


the memories of what Amateur Radio 


used to be. The newbies will never experi- 
ence that and it makes me sad. 

7 We. have met the eneENY, and they - 
48 USs.57 ; 
— 73, Evan Rolek, K9SQG 


Beavercreek, OH 


Field Day Logging 
Help Needed | 


I would like to get in touch with groups 
who participated in Field Day to find out 
what Field Day logging programs they 
use. I would like to find a program that 
lets us see what other stations in our 
group have worked via our LAN and 
still be able to merge with my digital 
logs from my MixW program without 
all the headaches. 

We had been using Field Day Net- 
work program but I had some major 
problems with it when I attempted to 
upload the ADIF file to www.eQSL.cc 
website. The website kicked out all of 
our entries because it needs all phone 
contacts to be tagged as SSB. The FDN 
program had phone contacts tagged as 
PH. Likewise, all digital contacts on 
FDN were tagged as DIG. The eQSL.cc 
website requires that all digital contacts 
be “mode specific.” I had to go into the 
ADIF file and edit all 200 contacts and 
then dump them into MixW to upload 
them to the website because FDN will 
not let us upload them directly from the 
program itself like MixW does. 


se. KITS 


ae 
1:1 teat Balun Kits. Beads slip over the 
cable, shrink tubing holds them in place. Full 
legal power, 3.5-1000 MHz. Use two for 160M. 
BA-8 fits 1/2" coax 


win. +$8 S&H (for total order) 
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email: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 


Tax in Calif. GM 


"Letters to the Editor 


jeatvee of Ham Radio. At sat [have | 


I ais found that no two logging pro- 
grams have the same ADIF file format 


even though the ADIF format is the 


“accepted standard.” I compared MixW’s 
ADIF with FDN and they are much dif- 
ferent. MixW has the fields separated by 


_ two semicolons (;;) and FDN has its fields 


separated by brackets (<name>). 
Another problem I found is that FDN 
uses two separate fields called Class and 


- Section for the exchange whereas MixW 


puts both class and section in one field 
called “Exchange Received.” This is 
another thing that the eQSL.cc website 
doesn’t like about FDN. 

Feel free to e-mail me at aa9uf.ger- 
cken@gmail.com with any info you might 
have on Field Day programs that have 
LAN networking capability. Thanks. 

— 73, John Gercken, AAQUF 
Bellflower, IL 
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antennas. 
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$219.95 
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Pelican case, $299.95 
Additional coils (ranges 
between 400 kHz and 70 


ATTENUATOR 
Switchable, 
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100 dB max - 10 dB min 
BNC connectors 
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The perfect finishing 
touch for your homebrew 
projects. ‘/a-inch shaft 
couplings. 
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het a Dey ih is ac . 
admbnidiiment sonnde ‘contrary 


exclusive use of any amateur station. 
Was that a rule violation? — 


~ A. No. Section 97.205(e) says that lim- 


iting the use of a repeater to only certain 


user stations is permissible. While the 


more polished implementation is some 
sort of pre-arranged access scheme, the 
station licensee, apparently, was rely- 
ing upon the station control operator 
(“SCO”) or acceptable users to shoo 
away unwelcome would-be users. 

Q. My friend is at a disadvantage in 
contests. He has a General and can’t 
operate on the Extra Class frequencies 
where the DX is. I have an Extra. Can 
he operate on the Extra Bands if lam 
there at his station? 

A. The FCC staff addressed this 
question during a Dayton Hamvention 
Forum. They reassured us that, looking 
under every nook and cranny in Part 97, 
they could not find anything in our rules 
that provided for temporary “DX contest 
or DXpedition upgrades.” 

W3BE-O-GRAM: You can’t expect 


anyone to swallow that just your mighty. 


presence at a station miraculously 
transfers to others-also there all of the 
operational and technical knowledge that 
you had to master to become an Amateur 
Extra Class operator. See BE Informed 
No. 25 WHO MUST THROW THE BIG 
RED SWITCH? 

Some 30,000 VEs are standing by to 
administer that examination practically 
anywhere. If he is not yet ready, there 
are instructors and manuals available to 
help him obtain the training he needs to 
upgrade to Amateur Extra. 

Q. If I were to be a guest control 
operator at his station, whose privi- 
leges would have precedent? 

A. Yours. Section 97.105(b) says: A 
station may only be operated in the 
manner and to the extent permitted by 
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to Section 97.101(b). It says that no | ope 
frequency will be assigned for the | + (yc 


| (your General Cig operator frien 
_an indicator consisting of the call 


~ assigned to the SCO’s station (yours) 


- must be included after the call sign (of ‘; as 


your friend’s station.) | 


-Q. Suppose hat you. cone prec ina | 
house to operate my equipment, you 


operate my station, and you use my call 
sign, and I designate you as the control 
operator. If you break the rules, we are 
both responsible — correct? 


A. At least you. Me, too, only if you 


have documentation proving that I was 
the SCO. Section 97.103 says: 


(a) The station licensee is responsible — 


for the proper operation of the station in 


accordance with the FCC Rules. When. 


the control operator is a different ama- 
teur operator than the station licensee, 
both persons are equally responsible for 
proper operation of the station. 

(b) The station licensee must designate 
the station control operator. The FCC 
will presume that the station licensee 
is also the control operator, unless 
documentation to the contrary is in the 
station records. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Otherwise, I was 


AMATEUR TELEVISION 
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See the incident site at the EOC 


Live full motion color and sound 
ARES, RACES, sists and events 


ao a we eee 
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Plug & Play ATV - RTX70-1s Transmitter 
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OAL 5L-70cm antennas, 4 70cm. USA std. channels, 
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under the author | 


the Commiiseatione ha #5 
by rule authorize the operatiot 
stations without individual C 


“citizens radio service,” ’ moreover, sh 
have the meaning the FCC ave 8 
by rule. * 

So, taking their inspiration from a 
VECs, the FCC could simply re-desig- 


nate Amateur Radio as just another one _ & 


of the citizen radio services in order to | 


make de-licensing convenient. Even the — 
international Radio Regulations would 


not need to be amended because “duly . 
authorized” could be interpreted as 


including authorized-by-rule. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Additionally, the 
third party operating rights advocates 
must have convinced themselves that the 
private, personal and common carrier 
communication systems are incapable 
of furnishing third party message stat- 
ing participants (“TPMSPs”) with suf- 
ficient communication options. They 
apparently are opening our amateur 
service spectrum to those communica- 
tion deprived TPMSPs. They evidently 
champion the end to the notion that the 
amateur service spectrum be used for 
the purpose of self-training, intercom-— 
munication and technical investigations 
carried out by amateurs, that is, duly 
authorized persons interested in radio 
technique solely with a personal aim and 
without pecuniary interest. 

Another approach would be to expand 
to every day that which is being pio- 
neered widely at Field Day stations. 


on ae, grant or authori- 
} reciprocal operation. 
on 97.5(b)(3) says that a military 


be te by the person who is the. 
re - license custodian designated by the 


- official in charge of the U.S. military 
recreational premises where the station 
is situated. The person must not be a 
representative of a foreign government. 


‘The person need not hold’ an amateur. 


- operator license grant. 

‘Section 97.5(c) says that the person 
_ named in the station license grant may 
use, in accordance with the applicable 
rules of Part 97, the transmitting appa- 
ratus under the physical control of. the 
person at places where the amateur 
sérvice is regulated by the FCC. The 
trustee, therefore, would also have to 
have the SCO authorization stipulated by 
Section 97.7 in order to be the legitimate 
SCO of any amateur station. 

Q. I noticed that there didn’t seem to 
be post/camp/station where the mail- 
ing address was, so I wonder if there 
was a fraudulent filing? 

A. That may be determinable. Section 
97.17(b)(2) requires one of the Club Sta- 
tion Call Sign Administrator to retain 
the applicant’s information for at least 
15 months and make it available to the 
FCC upon request. 

Q. Whether you are portable or 
mobile is now trivia, not a rule issue. 
A commercial manual I had in the 
late 60s said the test was whether 
you could get underway without 
ceasing operation. Remember that 
in the old days when we operated 
mobile we had to file with the local 
FCC engineer in charge that we were 
operating mobile and also had to ID 


FCC retirees John Johnston,W3BE; Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH; and Gary ‘ 


Stanford, W4FDP at Riley’s retirement banquet in Gettysburg. 


with our location? 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Sure do. We also 
had to send the EICs our trip itinerary 
with dates, to which I always made it a 
point to strictly adhere, forgoing alterna- 
tives that popped up along the way. 

Q. What is the status of NN3SI? 

A. After 32 years, on 31 July 2008, 
NN3SI ceased operation from the Smith- 
sonian Institution’s National Museum 
of American History on the Mall in 


PeowerPopr 


WorldPack II 

Hands free transport for 
your mobile radio and 
power supply. 


Worldpouch for 
FT-817 

Sleek 2—part fanny pack- 
maximum room for 
accessories. 


RadioBox 

Padded, quality 
constructed, 
professional carry case 
for your late model 
mobile radio and gear. 


BagBattery 

12V 8 amp hour gel 
cell battery in tough, 
weatherproof 
padded bag. 


831-427-8197 = KC6QLB 
www.powerportstore.com 


1717 7th St, Los Osos, CA 93402 


Washington, DC. A QSL card is avail- 
able for previous two-way contacts made 
with NN3SI. 

NN3SI was originally located in the 
1976 Bi-Centennial exhibit A Nation of 
Nations. The station was subsequently 
situated in several different exhibits, most 
recently in the former Information Age 
which has been removed during a major 
renovation of the Museum. The regular 
SCOs were volunteers from the District of 
Columbia, Maryland and Virginia. 


Riley Retires 

Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, (photo 
center, at his retirement banquet in Get- 
tysburg on 09 July 2008) joins FCC 
retirees Gary Stanford and W3BE. 

Thank you, Riley, for your outstanding 
effort in rejuvenating the enforcement 
effort in our amateur service. 

Read the rules — Heed the rules at 
www.gpoaccess.goviecfr/ and click on 
{Title 47], then on [Part 97]. Also visit 
http://wireless.fcc.gov/ and click on 
[amateur]” 

Enforcement reports are at http:// 
www.fec.gov/eb/AmateurActions/wel- 
come.html. 

— BE Informed! Have a question 
about the amateur service rules? Visit 
http://w3be.home.att.net/; and e-mail 


john@johnston.net. : © 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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showing details of station activity 
or other information from which all 
essential QSO elements (time, date, 
band, mode and callsign) for indi- 
vidual contacts can be derived creates 
a question as to the integrity of the 
claimed QSOs with that station during 
the period encompassed by the log. 
Presentation of such information in 
any public forum by.the station opera- 
tor, operators or associated parties is 
not allowed and may be considered 
sufficient reason to deny ARRL award 
credit for contacts with any station for 
which such presentations have been 
made. Persistent violation of this pro- 
vision may result in disqualification 
from the DXCC program.” 

I’ve always had mixed feeling about 
this rule. In some ways, I don’t really 
care if complete logs are published or 
made available for inspection. How- 
ever, I’ve always felt that having all of 
the information could lessen the value 
of the DXCC program. To explain 


20 WorldRadio, October 2008 


This Tite! says: “The | presets | th 
in any public forum of logs or other — 
representations of station operation | ‘ 
~ became suspicious that the DX might | 
have logged my call incorrectly. On 
a whim, I checked N@VB and sure 
enough, NOVB had exactly two QSOs, 


“missing” “contacts were not list 


the two that I was missing! 


Now, one could argue that the QSOs 


I thought I had were not valid since 


my call was logged wrong. Perhaps, 


but that’s a topic for another day. If the 


DXpedition is using online logs, as the 


JSC DXpedition was, this scenario isn’t 
so bad from my perspective since I can 
simply go back and work them again. 
However, in the event the logs are only 
published after the DXpedition, there 
is no way of knowing my call was 
“busted” until after the fact. 

Let’s take this a step further. Let’s 
assume for a moment that NOVB wasa 
dishonest person — I don’t know NOVB 
so this is purely hypothetical. But sup- 
pose N@VB was looking to increase his 
DXCC counts or band countries. With 
complete logs published including the 
date and time, he could quite easily 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


ie logs of entrants on ne | 
we have a case of é a tH 


ahinine the contests. In Pieris | 
on the air during the major iinlebe ; 
is a guaranteed way to bump up your © 
DXCC totals in a hurry. However, the — oy 
stipulation in the current rule. stating 
that publishing the entire log “may be 


considered sufficient reason to deny 


ARRL award credit for contacts” could 
have put an end to contesting. ‘Whether 
the contesters realize it or not, a large 
majority of the QSOs they make are 
DXers looking to increase their entity © 
count for a given award. These “little 
pistols” are not looking to win the 
contest, instead they simply want a 
QSL card. Now, if the ARRL were to 
have followed through and voided all 
fully published contest QSOs for any 
award credit, the little guys who come 
out of the woodwork on Sunday after- 
noon would simply disappear. To put it 
bluntly, there would be nothing in it for 
the little guys. 

In the end, I think the Board made 
the right decision to drop this rule. 
Their rationale was that “The Commit- 
tee realized that while publishing log 
data can have a detrimental effect on 
operating awards, it was not possible 
to control such actions and the rule 


_ cannot be enforced. As part of an effort 


to maintain the integrity of operating 
awards programs, the Board called on 
staff to create resources and guidelines 


will nelp people who 


of the honor system.” 


Ct 


in the public domain argu- 
ably je opardizes the integrity of the 
various awards programs, leaving the 
rule as originally written could have 
caused unintended side- effects, What's 
a 1 opinion? ; 


524/RW1AU from Kenya 


Valery, RW1AU, is on work assign-_ 


‘ment in Nairobi, Kenya, and signing 
5Z4/RW1AU. Val has official approval 
to operate and has formal Kenyan tele- 
com authority documentation. Val is 
as active as his schedule allows and is 
operating from the 5Z4RS Club Station. 
At the moment, pile-ups are on SSB 
only, until he can find a keyer. But Val 
is an accomplished CW op and is look- 
ing forward to a mix of phone & CW 
operation for the next several months, 
and will be as active as possible during 
his stay. 

QSL via K5XK (New address): Ron 
Evans, 2 Pembroke Drive, Bella Vista, 
AR 72715-8823, USA. (OK on QRZ. 
com) K5XK is also QSL Manager for 
3B8FQ and 3B6FQ, Rachid's brief April 
operation from Agalega Is. 


Upcoming DXpeditions 

The Gambia — Niels, OZ8KR, 
will once again be active from here 
in 2009. He mentions that his license 
is good for one year and he will be 


Ost » : Mrnageré t 


's iatbiae Radio's s long a 


aving the entire QSO data. 


active as CS6KR between 09-14 Janu- 


‘ary and again between 23 January and 


04 February. Activity will be on 40-10 
Meters SSB using a FT-857 and wire 
antennas. His QTH will be Bakuto on 
the Atlantic Ocean and his-transceiver 
is already in The Gambia. QSL via his 
home callsign OZ8KR. | 

Senegal — By the time you read this 
Al, FSVHJ, should be active as 6bWIRY. 
He also plans to operate during the CQ 
World-Wide DX SSB Contest (25-26 
October) as a Single-Op/All-Band/ 


Awesome Audio Demonstration! 
WWW.W2IHY.COM 


“17 *26 
16 *28 

#20 (9) #28 

S15. : 9 *26 

I *14 (10) 20 8 *31 
4 83 © HW g AS 
5 #12 (8) is 8 *15 


High-Power entry. QSL via FSVHJ. 

Democratic Republic of Congo — 
Philippe, 9QITB (FSLTB), recently 
announced that after five years he is 
leaving the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) and moving to the United 
Arab Emirates (A6). He has already 
applied for an A6 licence. He prefers 
15 & 20 Meters SSB and uses 100 
watts. QSL via SMS5DJZ. 

Falkland Islands — It was 
recently announced that a group of 
YL operators will be active from 


Your Transmit Audio Is Outstandine 
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iminates background ‘noises picked up by your microphone. Increases signal clarity 


d Presence. 
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phone monitor. Extensive RFI protection. 
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Look for a group of YL operators to be active from the Falklands between 17-31 


January. 


the Falklands between 17°31 Janu- 
ary. Each operator will be signing 
with the callsign “VP8YLX,” where 
the third letter of the suffix will 
be assigned to each YL operator 
at beginning of the operation. YL 
operators mentioned at present 
include: Renee/2I@FLO, Mari- 


ana/CX1JJ, Ruth/IT9ESZ, Mio/— 


JR3MVF, Jennifer/K B3QFD, Unni/ 
LA6RHA, Liz/M@ACL, Nicky/ 
MSYLO, Chantal/PA3GQG, Candy/ 


THE HF EQUATION FOR SUCCESS 


‘/ Antennas for 160-6 meters “ 
“The Unique design gives it a leading edge. 
Great Performance « Easy Installation 


www.isotronantennas.com 
Successful 719-687-0650 ccar 
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137 Manchester Dr., ¢ Florissant, CO 80816 


22 WorldRadio, October 2008 


SP5XAB, Victoria/SV2KBS; Janet/ 
VP8AIB, Jeanie/WA6U VF and Kay/ 
WA@WOEF. Look for more informa- 
tion to become available at: http:// 
www.radioclubs.net/aa_vp8yl_/. 
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Ferrite and iron’ powder cores. Free 
catalog and RFI Tip Sheet. Our RFI kit gets 
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| issue of OST ni ! 
| 2007 DXCC yearbook \ 


thought 
tion il 


ready to go to. the pri 
it on hold. We will be exp 


sr raat in previous years ) The 200° 

Honor Roll list will also be published — 
on the DXCC website and this list will 
be separate from the current ‘Lives 


_online Honor Roll list. ae i 


We regret any inconvenience e 
caused by this and we appreciate your © 
patience and understanding. Note: — 
DXCC numbers as shown on the web- — 
site are not affected by this problem. 
The report generator is a separate 
module that takes information from 
the DXCC database. The errors that 
were shown in the list were taken 
from a previous submission only. 
We extend our congratulations to ald 
who have achieved the DXCC Honor 
Roll and thank you for your ee 3 
PIE TD BY Ghee 

— That's it for this month’s ‘colinn 
I look forward to hearing your com- 
ments, complaints or whatever is 
on your mind. Thanks to the ARRL 
Letter and the OPDX Bulietin for 
providing additional information. 
If you have any DX information you 
would like announced, please send. 
the information at least two months 
in advance to n0vd@dxcentral.com. 
Until next time, see you in pileups! 
— N@VD 
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* 4 Level Attenuator 
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w/BNC Connector 

¢ Lithium lon Battery 

° 2" Color TFT Display 

* Audio/Video Output 
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¢ PC Programmable w/Optional 
Cable & Software 
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Detailed illuminated map shows time, time zone 
sun position and day of the week at a glance for 
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Call For Latest 
Pricing! 


MA-550 


56’ Tubular Tower 
Handles 10 sq.ft. 


at 50mph 


Pieases neighbors 
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streamlined look 


Call For Latest 
Pricing! 


TX-455 


55° Freestanding 
Crank-Up 

Handles 18 sq. ft 

@ 50 mph 

No guying required 
Extra-strength const 
Can add raising and 
motor drive acces 


Towers Rated 

to EIA Specifications 
Other Models 

at Great Prices! 


Cail For Latest 
Pricing! 


any place in the world.Continuously moving ~ All US Towers shipped by truck; 


areas of day and night change as you watch. 
* Mounts easily on wall. Size: 34 1/2” x 22 1/2" 
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> Focuses on your weak areas with 
“intelligent repetition”. 
> Better than books — question drill 
keeps you engaged. 
www. DAMmERSCON OSS oan 


$1V930 - S3HD1Vd 


24 WorldRadio, October 2008 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


[F mobile antenna. 


‘mention Ham camping when I can 
because it is a long-time favorite 
subject of mine. We just finished 


our four-day annual Ham Campout. 


near Lassen Volcanic National Park, 
about 170 miles North of Sacramento. 


We had such camping trips long before, 


I was writing this column. But I haven’t 
said much because HF hasn’t been used 
to support these trips since the advent 
of FM. However, that does not mean 


- you cannot get in some HE portable or 


mobile-at-rest communications between 
sight-seeing and socializing. 

First- and second-time participants 
Peter, WA6VAQ, Jim, KT6W, and 
Randy, K7AGE, took time to set up their 
HF rigs and got on the air when not oth- 
erwise occupied in or out of the camp- 
ground. When I managed to sample their 
activity, Peter and Jim were working 20 
and 40 Meters from a table between their 
respective RVs with a slinky dipole hung 
in an adjacent field. Their licensed XYLs 
were doing whatever X Y Ls do when not 


- on the air themselves. 


One campsite over, Randy worked 
his morning 75 Meter gang. Two of 
the group were Hams I knew and we 
exchanged Hellos when I walked by, but 
I never found out the frequency! Randy 
is best known as the author of a number 


- of Ham Radio videos on YouTube. Do a 


search there for K7AGE. Perhaps there 


We talk about this and other activities 
on the Mobileer discussion group, see 
http://mailman. gth.net/mailmanilistinfo/ 


-mobileer. 


Last time, I talked about the Travelers 
camping group of the Oregon Tualatin 
Valley Amateur Radio Club. I got a mes- 
sage from Everett, WOABM, OTVARC 
Membership Chairman. He said, “Thank 


‘| - you for your mention of The Travelers’ in 


your August column. This continues to 
be one of the most active groups within 
OTVARC. We (OTVARC) are approach- 
ing 200 members and The Travelers’ 
has one of the best age cross-sections of 
any of our special interest groups.” See 
http://www. otvarc.org/travelers/. 

I frequently talk about a group I belong 
to, the Sam’s Radio Hams, a Southern 
California Chapter of the Good Sam 
RV Club. While we are on the subject 
of camping, this group is active daily on 
HF, as well as hosting monthly campouts, 
and VE sessions when required. See 
http://www.srhams.org. 

Bill Braithwaitee W4NML writes, 
“Being the owner of a 2008 Toyota 
Prius, I am interested in installing my 


- FT-857D in the car. I have not seen in 


SAMPLE“ 
COPY! 


ANTIQUE RADIO CLASSIFIED 


Antique Radio’s Largest-Circulation 
Monthly Magazine 
Articles - Classifieds - Ads for Parts & Services 
Also: Early TV, Ham Eqdip., Books, 
Telegraph, 40’s & 50’s Radios & more... 
_ Free 20-word ad each month. Don’t miss out! 
{ 1-Year: $45 ($60 by 1st Class) @ 


6-Month Trial « $24. Foreign - Write. 
A.R.C., P.O. Box 802-N14, Carlisle, MA 01741 
Phone: (866) 371-0512; Fax: (978) 371-7129 
www.antiqueradio.com 


fe any magazine co ech or i aavies : 
| from anyone who has made any type of 


Pieciy but we aa j 
- eight families with RVs and hookups, — 
two tents, and one couple i in the motel. 


install in a Prius. I am sure it has been 
done and I would be very interested in 
the results, problems found, etc. from 


‘such an install not only of a 857 but 
any type of radio. Is it possible that one 


of your readers or someone you know 
of has installed a radio in a Prius who 
could share any information? Thank 
you and I do really enjoy your articles 
on HF mobile.” 

This question came up in 2001 from 
a happy new Prius owner and I asked 
for comments and information about 
mobile operation. The only answer was 
from another owner who was on some 
Prius Message Boards with a scatter- 
ing of other Hams. He reported that 


Rear-mounted HF mobile antenna. 


Batteries, Antennas, 
Coax & more! 


Free catalog upon request 


DC ACE, INC. 
1-877-803-5550 
P.O. Box 364, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
www.dcace.com sales@dcace.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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quiet. Any comments? 

It will be nice to have more chante 
from readers about mobile: contacts after 
_the sunspots improve. In the meantime, 
get your installation up to snuff to take 
advantage of expected improvements in 
all the band conditions. 

Last time, we had a couple of photos 
of HF mobile antenna displays at the 
- SeaPac Northwest Division ARRL 
Convention. This month we are fin- 
ishing up with photos of HF mobile 
antennas taken in the parking lot. 
These are not necessary typical, but 
unlike VHF antennas, there is no typi- 
cal HF mobile antenna. 

I was questioned about Don Johnson, 
W6AAQ’s Cycles to Hertz chart that 
was mentioned. Anything you do not 
understand here, assume it was a joke, 
especially if Don is involved. The person 
writing said he never saw the reason 
for changing from cycles per second 
to Hertz, which I think is the point to 
the joke. 

Making a complete circle back to 
Ham camping, it is time for our first 
mention of Quartzfest, a gathering 
of Amateur Radio Operators in RVs 
near Quartzite Arizona. Start making 
plans to join in another informal RV 
and Ham Radio campout in the desert. 
Quartzfest 2009 is scheduled for 
Sunday, 18 January through Saturday, 
24 January which coincides with the 
major winter events in Quartzsite. 
Cliff and Virginia Haycock, KD4ZBP 
and KE4VRW, have agreed to be the 
organizers again. Free dry camping up 
to 14 days for self-contained vehicles 
on the desert six miles south of town. 
See http://www.quartzfest.org as the 
schedule develops. 

— Let me hear from you. Send e- -mail 
to w6tee@gqsl.net, or write: Les Cobb, 
4114 Horgan Way, Sacramento CA 
95821. © 
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test me number of em: 
| nications functions withou 
‘| pressures associated with participation 
in a local emergency management exer- 
cise. Unfortunately, i in some areas, SET 
- amounts to little more than an annual — 
struggle designed to flood the National _ 
Traffic System (NTS) with large quan- 
tities of message traffic. Much of that 


commu 


traffic is neither realistic nor necessary. 


All too often, quantity outweighs quality _ 


(realism), and the result is an exercise 


designed for futility and failure built 


primarily around routine reports, such as 
“this station participating in SET.” 

A well-designed emergency exercise 
should meet three basic criteria: 

1. The exercise should reflect realistic 
hazards and vulnerabilities. 

2. The exercise should be based on 
well-defined goals and objectives. 

3. An evaluation process should be 
in place to objectively measure per- 
formance. 

Odd ball scenarios should be avoided 


y. 


De TELEWAVE, Inc’ 


Wirwens Comoxwicatoss Martector aime Fare 
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IM Suppression « Receiver Multicouplers 
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Wireless ppd pid pet hed 


>» Order + Today! 800-331-3396 < 


660 Giguere Court * San Jose, CA 95133 
Email: sales@telewave.com 
http://www.telewave.com 


CMAS Contract # 3-06-58-0122B 
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participating in an exel 
“few very specific goals a 


designed to test no ‘more ‘hae 
communications capabilities. By cl 
defining the objectives of the exercis 


and outlining the goals to be achieve ee 


the exercise should be manageable and 
the evaluation process will be much 
easier to accomplish. 

The evaluation process simply asks 
“did the exercise meet its goals?” With- 


out an evaluation process, the value of 


an exercise is significantly diminished. 


In most cases, participants can evaluate 


\ 


the exercise themselves during a post- 


event debriefing. However, one may 
want to consider enlisting the assistance 
of a nearby ECOM group to serve as 
an evaluation team for the SET (roles 
can be swapped the following year). 


Independent evaluators tend to bring a — 


fresh perspective and a more detached 
approach. An objective approach to 


evaluation highlights both successes | 


and failures and provides a blueprint for 
making improvements to the response 
process. 

“Make work” projects should be 
avoided. For example, the tendency to 
transmit large volumes of cookie-cutter 
radiogram messages not only guarantees 
inefficiency and possible failure, it sends 


the wrong message to ECOM person- | 


nel. In a real emergency, the competent 
ECOM operator or manager would 
prioritize message traffic to accommo- 
date available communications circuit 


ae is ae more than tech- 
¢ may show up at a disaster 
ealio transceiver, but once the 


edifa problem arises. Instead, 


dministrative function by managing 
@ flow of message traffic. 
Examine effective ECOM operations 
carefully, and one finds the operator 
oF ic providing a range of administrative 
_ services. The operator may interface 
with served agency personnel and assist 


with the formatting messages. He may | 


make determinations as to the best 
methods for conveying information. 
_ He will need to keep a basic radio log, 
which allows him to provide summary 
information on prior communications 
for decision makers. He must see that 
incoming messages are delivered to the 
addressee and maintain copies of all 
important message traffic to shield both 
his ECOM group and the served agency 
from liability. In other words, the real 
“meat” of ECOM work is not the pos- 
session of a working radio transceiver, 
bur rather what one does with it once 
communication is established. 

If one expects SET to be a valuable 
training exercise, it is. important to 
design activities to test the ability of 
operators to not gnly deploy technol- 
ogy, but to also administer the flow 
of communications of various types. 


This means: 
¢ Providing realistic simulated com- 
munications : 


e Designing the exercise for a bal- 
ance between tactical and record mes- 
sage traffic 

¢ Developing a scenario in 
which several different technologies 

"are deployed 

¢ Developing some simple, clear goals 
designed to measure the effectiveness of 
the mission. 


Not participating? 
In recent years, many ECOM groups 
have been asked to participate in local 
or state emergency exercises, most of 


taht at a i ae 


ablished, technical skills are 


will actually be performing 


Vis 
ee Nese sae ee 


which & Gecar on ‘different ciate: th some 

_ cases, these exercises are used as a sub- 
a stitute for the ARRL SET. However, one 
-shouldn’t overlook the fact that no city 


or county is an “island.” Even if your 


_ ARES unit is not conducting a local SET | 
- Operation, it is advisable to arrange for 
| one or hore operators to monitor Sec- 
tion Nets and similar communications 


circuits for any incoming traffic. Other 
ARES units may need to test their ability 
to route message traffic into your area, 


and without this basic level of support, 


that goal will not be accomplished. 


Schedule 


Keep your SET operation short. An 
ideal time frame for local operations is 
about three to four hours. Liaison with 
Section Nets may need to be maintained 
throughout much of the day because sur- 
rounding ECOM groups may conduct 
their drills at slightly different times. 
However, the idea is to limit demands on 
staff as well as the administrative burden 
associated with analyzing the results. 

After the event, participants should 
turn in their radio logs, copies of any 
radiograms originated or received, and 
similar data. This data can then be ana- 
lyzed and a debriefing can be held after 
the event to determine what worked and 
what didn’t. The debriefing should be 
held soon after the SET while everything 
is fresh in the participant’s minds. 


Summary 


It should be the goal of everyone to 
make SET manageable, realistic, and 
fun. This is best acconiplished by. show- 
ing respect for the time invested by 
volunteers. Provide a realistic scenario, 
realistic message traffic, and structure 
the event to provide a non-intimidating 
learning experience. Most importantly, 
develop a basic evaluation process 
designed to measure results. Ultimately, 
the goal is to utilize the information 
learned to improve the emergency 


‘ response process. 


73, Jim Wades, K8SIW 

— Jim Wades has changed his callsign 
to K8SIW. You may contact him via 
postal mail to Jim Wades, P.O. Box 457, 
Allegan, MI. 49010. His e- mail address 
is k8siw@arrl.net ®& 
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110 ¢ 
acceptance by governmer 
which might need their assistat 
their own communications. 
_ failed or were inadequate. I have fen 


writing this quarterly column in WR 


for a few years now and this is my last : 


3 scheduled column for 2008. 
After much introspection I have 


decided to make this my final ““Emcomm > 


and You” column. With WorldRadio’s 
kind support I may, from time to time, 
author special columns on subjects of 
interest. However, nothing on a regular 
basis will be forthcoming. I’d like to 
explain the reason why.°I could say that 
work around the ranch, or my profes- 
sional responsibilities preclude the time 
needed to write this column. But that 
would not be the truth. The truth is that 


given the direction Emcomm seems to | 


be headed, with support from the largest 
provider of Emcomm operators in head- 
ing there, I no longer think my comments 
and observations make a great deal of 
difference or are that well received. As 
I have noted in past columns, it seems to 
me that much of the Emcomm commu- 
nity (thank goodness not all of it) has lost 
sight of its primary mission of serving 
the public. Too many in our midst seem 
to focus on being first responders on the 
same level as police, fire and medical. 
For too many, by their own admission, 
providing Amateur Radio based com- 
munications in an emergency is almost 
frowned upon. The real “buzz” seems 
to come from directing traffic, wearing 
some sort of uniform, or using public 
safety radios rather than Ham gear. 
Given the recent trend of some amateur 
groups having claimed to save the day 
when, in fact, their contributions in some 
incidents have been minimal if any at 
all, “spin” seems to equal actual perfor- 
mance in terms of importance. Call me 
old school if you wish, but I think the 
current focus is misdirected and that 
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2 


i; fault than praise It 
~ out. Plus, while in my prot 
_ Tam not known for backing away fro 


difficult issues, I am not one to stay 
in a battle which offers little hope of | 
being won. Giyen the fact that the fargs.| 
est “supplier” of Emcomn volunteers 


seems hell bent on “new and innova- | 


tive,” whether new and innovative is 
necessary or actually is effective, it is 
clear to me this is not a battle which can 
or will be won anytime soon. The focus 


on affiliation with public safety often to 


the exclusion of serving private citizens 
also leads me to believe that the end is 
near for the sort of Emcomm that is 
really needed and appropriate. — 

A quarter century ago I was one of 
the first and strongest advocates for 
Emcomm-public safety cooperation. 
However, as stated in this column in 
the past, that was at a time when public 
safety radio systems were far more 
elementary and far less reliable than 
most are today. The ARRL, and many 
Emcomm leaders, know in their heart of 
hearts that public safety communications 
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made a very vata point peas 
teur Radio assistance to government. — 
Referring to a question about Amateur 

Radio support for the National Weather — 
Service John correctly noted that NWS 


_is simply another federal agency eligible 2 


for its own radio spectrum that is taking — 
advantage of the Amateur Radio service. 
That is something to think about. 
In my home state of Oregon some 
months back there was a weather-related — 
emergency on the coast. There truly were 
communications issues. Amateur Radio. 
did play a role in the response. Some 
enterprising amateurs took advantage of 
the situation and convinced the Gover- 
nor to allocate $250,000 to establish an — 
Amateur Radio-based digital commu- 
nications system in each of the counties 
in the state. The “selling point” was that 
“when all else fails” each county’s EOC 
could communicate to the state EOC 
using Winlink. My county elected not 
to participate and it is my understand- 
ing that several other counties may not 
as well. Why? Because there already 
exist several federal radio systems which 
allow counties to communicate to the 
state via a variety of widely separated 
HF frequencies. ..widespread enough to 
compensate for distance and propaga- 
tion issues. Why use that rather than the - 


heist RA 
has a digital capabil- 


> wanted to allocate to us for 
quipment. It is more sophis- 
nd more reliable than Winlink 
via Ham Radio and does not require a 
i? ‘rare resource (trained amateur Emcomm 
cam -operator)to use it. It also does not create 
the interference problem Winlink does 
on the Ham bands. 
- Public safety telecommunications 
professionals are working as we speak 
to develop systems, in addition to Opera- 


tion Secure, with even more capability 


than Winlink or Airntail. Yes, as is often 
the case, amateurs were first to the start- 
ing line with the technology, but public 
safety is not far behind. They already 
have the spectrum to run the same type 
of data; they can buy the same modems 
we can; and they can utilize the same 
or better software. And they will do all 
of those things. The result will be that 
their data will be run without the con- 
flicts Winlink et all create on the Ham 
bands. And, while some government 
agencies have spent money buying gear 
for Hams to use, believe me they would 
and will rather spend it on equipment 
they own, that they control, and that 
- operates on their frequencies. Once that 
begins to happen on any sort of broad 
scale (I predict within two years) the 
most innovative Ham technology with 
which we are now falsely promising the 
public safety community miracles will 
no longer be a carrot which attracts the 
cops and firefighters. 
In my view a significant portion of 


ion Secure HF radio in my _ 
> costs less than the amount. 


. "prepared t to ALE ¢ go back to the’ eer 


and proven if new and better fails. 
2. Remember that Part 97 does not 


_mandate service to public safety. It does 


include service to the public. 

3. Do not promise something you 
cannot deliver. Whether it is over- 
extending your limited personnel and/or 
equipment or promising something that 
a technical failure may preclude — both 
are among the deadl¥ sins as far as public 
safety is concerned. 

4, Anticipate needs but do not antici- 
pate being needed. That is, plan for what 
you may be called upon to do but do not 
necessarily plan on being called. If you 
are called to assist do so promptly and 
efficiently. If not called, don’t show up and 
even more don’t complain about it later. 

5. If, as an Amateur Radio operator, 
you are content to accurately handle 
message traffic using Amateur Radio 
equipment on Amateur Radio frequen- 
cies to augment other communications 
systems, or provide a system where 


PALO Be 


SCS 


SCs PTC-lipro j 
with PACTOR III 


r, b come a reserve law 
enforcement officer, or become an 


| EMT. Those are all honorable pursuits. 
_ It is easy to look important or look like 


a cop, or firefighter, under the guise of 
Amateur Radio Emcomm. It is not easy 
to be areal public safety first responder. 
Those professions require substantial 
training — much more training than it 
takes to pass a Ham license exam. But 
if that is what you desire to do, do the 
work required to be qualified and then 
do itwfor real. Better to BE than to be. 
a wannabe. 

6. If true Emcomm is your interest 
and you have not already done so, check 
www.emcomm.org and www.wrrl.org. 
Both are geared to you. 

Over the years I have been writing this 
column I have received a considerable 
amount of feedback from many readers. 
Most has been positive, some not. But 
to all who took the time to write with 
questions, comments and suggestions my 
sincere thanks. For those who continue 
to do Emcomm, and do it right and for 
the right reasons, my sincere apprecia- 
tion and best wishes. God Bless. 


73 de N7WR from NE Oregon 
— The author may be contacted via 
n7wr@wrrLorg. sy) 
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_F month opens with one of th 


dar, so where do you start? 

To give newbies a taste for some of 
the more popular contests I asked the 
contest community “What’s your favor- 
ite contest...and why?” If you’ve never 
made a few contest QSOs maybe you: Il 
find one of these to your sie and give 
it a try. 

Jim George, N3BB, Austin, TX#This 
one is easy. The CW Sprint is four hours 
long, covers three bands (twenty, forty, 
and eighty), and features the highest 
level of competition between the best 
operators in the U.S. at some of the best 
stations. The exchange consists of QSO 
number, name, and state/province/North 
American DXCC (entity if not W/VE). 
While you can get a sense of relative 
progress by the numbers exchanged 
as the Sprint progresses, the Multipli- 
ers (states, etc) are the unknown until 
claimed scores are posted. 

The (log) files must be sent in within 
one week, and the results are available 
within one or two additional weeks. Log 
checking is extremely thorough, so you’ve 
got to get it right or lose the contact! 

The CW Sprint features some innova- 
tive rules including the requirement to 
vacate a frequency after you have called 
CQ or otherwise solicited a contact. If 
you hear a station CQing (usually by 
sending “NA NA”) and you call that sta- 
tion, that station must QSY a minimum 
frequency, and you may receive a call, 
either from others listening to the QSO, 
or by “NAing” yourself. Because of the 
QSY rule, “big guns” cannot park on a 
frequency and “run” other stations. 

There is a thirty-minute practice 
session for the Sprint supported by the 
NCCC every Thursday night at 0230Z. 
Many people join informal teams to 
encourage participation. I have been 
successful in the Sprint, finishing in the 
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he best domestic contests, the California | 
~QSO party and winds up with the |_ 

-CQWW SSB test. Most weekends you'll 
find more than one contest on the calen- 


im George, , Operates 
Sprints from his sci in eee TX. 


top ten now for several years. 

Billy Cox, AA4NU, Murfreesboro, TN. 
The IARU World HF Championship. It’s 
only 24 hours and uses a simple RST and 
IARU Zone for the contest exchange. 


IARU isa ‘thinking person’s contest.’ You 


only get ONE shot at each band opening, 
so you have to plan, think, and then adjust 
your operating as the actual conditions 
that weekend warrant. 

You can choose to operate CW, SSB, 
or a Mixed combination of both modes, 
along with the QRP, low power, and high 
power classes. So there are lots of options 
to ponder what fits you best. Operators 
are awarded certificates for making only 
250 QSOs, and I believe you can get an 
endorsement sticker for having over a 
certain number of multipliers. 

This is a great contest for any size sta- 
tion or operator skill level. Being only 24 
hours makes it easier to “fit” into most 
busy schedules and the certificates are a 
great reward for being part of the FUN. 
Over the years from this middle Ténnes- 
see location myself and other ops have 
made the top ten box several times. 

Buddy Sohl, KC4WQ, Shepherdsville, 


KY. One of the most grueling exchanges 


and competitive contests is November 
Sweepstakes. So why is it my favorite? 
When it comes to contesting you have 
to pick your poison. Are you blessed 
to have a monster contest station or are 
you just a peashooter? I fall somewhere 
in the middle so Sweepstakes offers me 
the opportunity to fit a category. I’ve 
operated sweeps high power single op, 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


diparattita from 
_ Carolina and from MS: 


was AA4SC from, of per 


"testing I like the short “10 out of 12” is 


power single op. Ihada an 0 
in the contest but never « 


goes the way of the ‘mighty’ cor 
Thanks to Jim, Billy and Buddy f 
sharing their stories. For domestic con- 


format of the NAQP and the challenge of — 
the Sweepstakes. As KC4WQ points out _ 
the long SS exchange is very demanding. _ 
On the DX side I really enjoy the format 
of the [ARU HF Championship. However 
the level of activity, propagation and sheer — 
challenge of operating a 48 hour contest — 
make the CQW W tthe “big one.” 

For me operating ARRL Field Day is 
all about giving something back to the 
Amateur Radio community. I received 
my first taste of contesting during an 
FD weekend 20 years ago. Introducing 
the next generation of contesters to radio 
sport is one way to say “thanks.” 


Domestic or DX? | 


Most contests can be broken down into 
two basic categories, domestic and DX. In 
contests like the November Sweepstakes 
and North American QSO parties the goal 
is to work all states and provinces or sec- 
tions. State QSO parties refine this further 
with the object being to work all counties 
ina given state. If you’re interested in earn- 
ing some certificates to decorate the walls 
of your shack the ARRL WAS (Worked 
All States) or USA-CA (United States of 
American Counties Award) are fun and 
worthwhile. You might even want to give 
the SBWAS (Five Band Worked All States) 


“Top 20 
Op entrants. For | 


our affair on the weekend of 08-09 
aber. Sponsored by the Western 


nice selection of plaques and the 
~ WKYDXA will have a rover, KY4DXA, 
 QRV from various counties during the 
test. There is a 500-point bonus for 
working KY4DXA and a 1,000-point 
bonus for rovers that complete at least 


ten QSOs from more than one county. _ 


For complete details visit www.wkdxa. 
com. At press time the website was under 
- construction. Check the site and if you 
need a copy of the rules send a message 
- to me at the address below. I’m going 
to suggest that the WKDXA consider 
adding a bourbon awards program! 


DXCC on a weekend 


If you’d like to work a little DX and 
play on the “world stage” don’t miss 
the CQWW DxX contests. This year 
the Worldwide SSB weekend is 25-26 


_ October and the CW 29-30 November. | 


Many contest DXpeditions are active 

during the CQW W contests and you can 
easily earn your DXCC either weekend. 
You'll find contest rules, tips on how to 
submit your logs, a list of planned contest 
expeditions and the CQ Hall of Fame at 
http://www.cqww.com/ 


Briefly 
While we’re on the subject of the 
CQW W contests, this is the second year 
that CQ has made all of the CQW W logs 


A and | : vailable Gis ee aul logs” policy, 


ie COR visi tpl. : 
_ of log review mistakes and unjustified 
_ score reductions. » id. 


. DX Assn., the KYQP offers. 


_ There have been some challenges to the 
log checking process and complaints 


Personally, I think the open logs policy 


is a good one. Having nearly 5,000 


contest logs available for review makes 
for very interesting study of operating 
strategies and propagation. Some in the 
contesting community don’t like “open 
logs” citing privacy concerns. 


We'll continue our coverage of log 
‘Yeview issues and open logs in a future 


column. The CQW W logs are available 
online here: Attp://www.cqww.com/ 
ssblogs.htm 


Cool Contesting Websites 


Here are a couple of websites I think 
you’ll find useful and interesting. Jamie 
Dupree, NS3T, has an excellent site that 
covers contesting news at http://www. 
radio-sport.net/ 

Robert Chudek, K@RC, offers a 
number of technical and operating aids 
on his website at http://chudek.aberon. 


-net/index.cgi Bob developed a Sweep- 
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| Bia compare them side by side. The | 

| spreadsheet sums the first eight hours 
and last eight hours. He hasn’t quite 
. figured. out how deal with a “30-hour 


can load both your ae and SSB SS ‘siss 


day” where UTC hours 21 through 04 


_ repeat, but he will, While you’re on the 


site check out his genealogy and music 
pages. There’s even a picture of Bob 
opine the “chicken dance.” 


Kudos to Kutzko 


I want to publicly thank A.R.R.L. 
Contest Branch Manager Sean Kutzko, 
KX9X, for his handling ,of a recent 
concern of mine. I earned a “Clean 
Sweep” mug for my entry in the 2007 
Sweepstakes phone contest, but the mug 
never made it to my mailbox. I posted a 
message on a.contesting email reflector 
asking whether others had received their 
mugs. The next morning there was a 
message from Sean asking how he could 
help. A couple of days later a replace- 
ment mug was waiting in my mailbox. 
This kind of personal service is a rare 
thing these days, thanks, Sean! 

— That’s it for this month’s “Contest 
Corner.” Let me hear from you with 
your questions, comments or sugges- 
tions for topics for future columns, Send 
your comments to: WRContest@N4GN. 
com, however AOL, Yahoo and Hotmail 
account users may have their messages 
rejected. If your message is rejected use 
this address: K9GXWR@Yahoo.com 
For snail mail it’s POB 5973, Elizabeth, 
IN 47117-5973. I invite you to visit my 
astronomy website www.stargeezeras- 
tronomy.com : ® 
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‘Southeast Director. While Dave 
agreed with a portion of my column 
he pointed out areas in which we dis- 
agreed. I have given Dave the oppor- 
tunity to author this month’s column 
which discusses the history of MARAC 
and the reasons behind its stand on 
net operation. 
—Dennis Hall, KK7X 

irst, I want to thank Dennis, 

Pisce for the opportunity to 

write a guest column about 
MARAC. Dennis and I agree that the 
history and tradition of this county 
hunting organization is important to 
understanding this fascinating and 
occasionally even addictive facet of 
Ham Radio. 

While awards for Ham Radio achieve- 
ments go back as far as the 1930s with 
the [ARU “Worked All Continents,” 
ARRL WAS, and CQ Magazine’s WAZ 
and Prefix awards, the serious pursuit 
of working all USA counties didn’t 
really take hold until the “re-birth” of 
Ham Radio after WWII. During the 
1950s Clif Evans (K6BX) founded 
the “Certificate Hunters Club,” (CHC) 


. ponse 

| pity Taste Posirive with a few. 
exceptions. I heard from David Splitt, 

KE3VV, MARAC Legal Council and 


counties with no fi 
operations, so nobae and po: 
operation was then (and still is) a 


“must” for working all counties. The | 


4,000 members of CHC represented 


more than 175 DX countries and pur-. 


sued many awards. In the USA, chap- 


ters of the CHC encouraged county 


hunting. The emerging availability of 
mobile Ham gear, including surplus 
and home brew rigs, made the “impos- 
sible dream” goal of working all USA 
counties seem reachable... someday. 
On 3943 kHz, one of the earliest 
CHC nets was a hotbed of county hunt- 
ing activity, as was the CHC Flying 
Hams Club Service Net on 14340 
kHz. Hosted by three YLs: Tillie 


(K@RGU), Valerie (K2KQC), and. 


Orma (W9BJH) ... and Clif (K6BX). 
This net was mostly fixed SSB sta- 
tions, but the occasional mobile check- 


_ in was given priority. One source of 


county ‘hunting information was a 
newsletter published briefly by Bing 
(W@GV, who was easily recognized. 


__ by his habit of calling everyone “Good 
_ Buddy,” a phrase otherwise rare on the 


Ham bands). County hunting was also 
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Net” (ICHN) on 1 14336 ,, wher 


continues to operate to this d 
founders of the ICHN were Wd 
K8CIR, and WB2FVO. Sita: 


counties terideel every year. A 40. 


Meter net on 7225 kHz was also very 


successful in attracting mobile ops. 
Within a year after Ed Hopper took | 
over as USA-CA Custodian at CQ Mag- — 


azine, the first USA-CA for all USA 


counties was awarded to Cliff Corne, — 
Jr. (K9EAB), who finished them all on — 


09 November 1965, even though polio 


confined him to an iron lung. In 1969, — 
the ICHN held its first “eye ball” QSO. 


in Mountain Home, Arkansas. Out of 
the discussions held at this meeting 
and an ongoing need for a club to pro- 
mote mobile county hunting awards, 


the Mobile Amateur Radio Awards ~ 


Club, Inc. (MARAC) was formed 
in Kansas City in March, 1970, by 
Ella Koons (W@AYL), Jack Scroggin 


(W@SJE), Mike Baustain(WA@KQQ), . 


“Skip” Skaptason (WA@WOB), Cleo 
Mahoney (WA@SHE), Clyde Sto- 
ttlemyre (W@YLN), and Joe Bidnick 
(WA@PJX), Within a year, MARAC 
grew to over 100 members. The objec- 
tives of the club were to promote 
mobile operation, to provide incen- 
tives for county hunters who had 
earned the USA-CA award to remain 
active, to publish a newsletter, and to 
sponsor awards related to mobiling 
and county hunting. 

Another county hunting pioneer 


‘ . 
7 ae 
Se eee is 


Bin spousete te te 
control,” the “hands off” 
aining to the county hunt- 
is deeply rooted in MARAC 
Bes. explained by MARAC 
ler Skip (WA@WOB), “When 
established the goal and criteria for 
< Coe in 1970, we all-agreed that 
_we would steer away from any attempt 
‘to manage or in any way interfere with 
the operation of the county hunting 


i - nets. That was left up to the independent 
group running the ICHN.” The founders 
also agreed that MARAC would never. 


_ sponsor or operate a net... a resolve that 
has been maintained to this day. 

In the 1994 Edition of the B&B 
Shop’s Handbook, “The County 
Hunter History” (edited by Arnie, 
K9DCJ, and Bob, K@AYO) shed some 
further light on the long-standing 
avoidance of entanglement in the 
ICHN net ops by MARAC. While the 
two groups joined forces to sponsor 
social events (the third annual ICHN 
convention in Kansas: City, MO held 
in 1971, was also the first MARAC 
annual convention), MARAC and 
ICHN remained separate. According 
to Arnie and Bob, “MARAC fully 
supports the County Hunters Net 
without interfering with its operation 
or its independence. This is especially 
important since the net was formed in 
the first place as a revolt against the 
over-dominance of a club.” 

In addition to its corporate Charter 
and Bylaws, MARAC maintains a 
set of formal rules and procedures 
governing its awards. The rule about 
net sponsorship is simple: “MARAC 
has no Net Operations and does not 


: R to its ‘members: for 4 


to mak contacts: with other county 


a4 hunters, including maintaining control 
‘| of a net frequency, keeping a list of 


active mobiles, announcing mobile 


call signs.and counties, and providing 


relays. NCS and ANCS time may not 
be claimed when a net is not Operating 
(“open session”). 

There is always a lot of discussion 
about the role of MARAC in county 
hunting activities other than sponsor- 
ing awards and county punter conven- 
tions and mini-conventions (regional 
“eye balls”), like the one in Charles- 
ton, SC on 23-25 Oct 2008. The idea 
of setting more consistent standards 
for net operations (rather than leav- 
ing that up to the independent ICHN 
county hunters) is tempting and even 
promoted by MARAC members who 
disagree with how some nets oper- 
ate. But when the ramifications of 
“policing” net operations (or trying 
to managé net schedules and net 
controls) are discussed, the wisdom 
of the founders of MARAC always 
prevails. Even though ICHN opera- 
tions are sometimes controversial, 
and on occasion contentious, the nets 
remain independent and the MARAC 


- volunteers can focus on their primary 


objectives... sponsoring county hunt- 
ing awards and social gatherings. 

— Dave Splitt, KE3VV, email to 
ke3vv@splitt.us. On the web at http:// 
ke3vy.splitt.us 

Thank you Dave and until next 
time and as always please keep our 
troops in your thoughts and prayers 
and remember it is they who fight to 
keep speech free. And don’t forget 
to vote! 


MARAC — Mobile Renate Radio ~ 


Awards Club http//marac.org 

— Dennis Hall, KK7X, may be 
contacted via snail mail at: 4518 W. 
Haney Rd., Rathdrum, ID 83858 or 


e-mail dennis@kk7x.us &S) 
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For KENWOOD TH-79A/AKSS, TH- 424, TH-22A © 


PB-34xh sw nimi vonery 9.6V 4200mAh $39.95 


For KENWOOD TH-78/A/E, TH-48/A, TH-28/A, TH-27/A etc ; 
BT-8 6&-cell AA Battery Case $14. 95 
PB-8Xx¢t siwen niae von 4 2.0V 2000mAn $49.95 


For KENWOOD TH-77A, 75, 55, 46, 45, 26, 25 2 


 PB-6X cog tite nenart pantery 7 -2¥" 1600mAn $36.95 


E For KENWOOD TH-205/A, 215/A, 225, 315 2 


PB-2N cong to romoee. 8.4V 4600mAN $39.95 


E For KENWOOD 7R-2500, TR-2600: (Wail charger $ 12.95 ca} 
PB-25h Long life Ni-MH batt 8.4v 1600mAh $39.95 
| For ALINCO DJ-V5, DJ-VSTH : ¢ includes belt clip } NEW ! 
EBP-46Xh wince 9.6v 1450mAh $49.95 
For ALINCO DF-395/HP/R, DJ-196, DJ-446, 493. DJ-496, DJ-596 etc: 


| EBP-48h swrimnos 9.6V 2000mAh $44.95 


| For ALINCO DJ-GSTO/THITY; DJ-490F, OF-499T/TO/TH: 


| EBP-36xh nice 9.6v 1450mAh $49.95 
| For ALINCO DJ-580, 5801, 582, 180, 2807, 480 sic : 


' EDH-11 6-ce!li AA Battery Case $22.95 

EDH-11h 9-ceii AA Battery Case swtx) $28.95 
EBP-20x ni-mubattery7.2v 1800mAh $29.95 
| For Yaesu-Vertex FT-60R: VX-110, 120. 150, 170.177, 180, 210, etc 


+ FNB-83xh niwnon 7.2V 2500mAn $48.95 


E For Vertex Standard VX-2R, VX-3R : (wi custom-designed PCB 


| FNB-82Li won naey 3.7v 1070mAH $29.95 


E For Yaesu-Vertex VX-SR/s, VX-6R, VX-7R/b, VX-7Rb, VXA-700: 


i FNB-80Li won sstey 7.4V 1600mAh $44.95 | 


For YAESU-Vertex FT-817 (Backpacker Radio) : 


FNB-72xh wim catey 9.6V 2500mAn $49.95 


; For Vertex Standard VX-1R : (with PCB designed for the VX-1R } 


| FNB-52Li won patey 3.7v «750mAh $29.95 | 


p For YAESU FT-50R, FT-40R. FT-10R; VXA-100 etc: (w /belt clip} 


| FNB-41xh ownamioae 9.6V 1200mAh $45.95 | 


E For YAESU FT-11R, FT- 41R, FT-51R, etc. : 

§ FNB-38xh ownoniver 9.6V 1450mAh $52.95 } 
E For YAESU FT-530, &T-76, FT-26; FT-416, 415, 816, etc: 

| FNB-25x winnnstey 7.2v 1100mAn $29.95 

| FBA-12 &-cell AA Battery Case $22.95 

i FBA-12h {0-cel! AA Battery Caseisw $28.95 


For YAESU FT-411. FT-670, FT-73R, FT-33R. FT-23R etc: 
FNB-14XS sian 7.2v 2200mAn $39.95 
S-cell AA Battery Case $719.95 
; C528, C558; ADI HT-207, 407 atc: : 
CNB- 151x, NiMH battey 7.2V 1800mAh $29.95 
CBP-888 8-cel! AA Battery Case swtx) $28.95 
E For ADI AT-600, HT-600, & REALISTIC HTX-204 (for Hi-Watt TX): 


| ADI-60 ver 12.0V_ 1200mAh $44.95 


NeMeH, Ni-Co kamnemnite Auto Shitt-off! 

(2) Cames with AC power supply AND T2VDC 
power cord for home & mobile aperation! 

{3) Provides safe, quick 2-3 hour charge! 

(4) Easy-to-read LED charge status incicetors. 


- c = TAL : 
BATTERIES AMERICA- 8845 S. Greenview #2, Middleton, WI 53562 


Order Toil Free: 1-800-308-4805 


i 
| Fax Fax : 608- 831- 1082 E-mail ehyost@chorus. net 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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ARIZONA 
Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 


monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facilityon Moson — 


Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) 
rptr. PL162.2 4/09 


22 ie BE ec ie aia sf CE Se 

Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. 
- Meets 7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ 
SAV Building. Nets daily on 40M. Weekly 
on 2M, & 20M in the summer. Come join 


us for breakfast every Wed. 7:00 a.m. . 


Contact Gene W@KAD, 214 N. Croco- 

dile Rock Dr., Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 

520/207-4706 or theschou@cox. net. 
12/08 


Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). P.O. 
Box 42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd 
Wed./monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. 
Ctr, Grant & Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. 
Info: Ron, N7SPW, 520/207-3852. 4/09 


CALIFORNIA 


Amador County ARC., P.O. Box 1094, 
Pine Grove, CA 95665. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr., 229 
NY Ranch Rd., Jackson, CA 95642. Info. 
146.835 10/08 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 
1334, Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech 
Pkwy, Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 
7:30 p.m. on 146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.qsi. 
net/arca. Testing every 2nd Sat., of even 
months, info: 530/244-6456. 4/09 


Catalina Amateur Rptr., Assn. P.O. Box 
425, Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets 2nd 
Sat. (even months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown 

‘ Buffet, corner of Knott & Lincoln Ave., 
Buena Park, CA. Rptrs: AA6DP 147.09(+), 
224.42(-) PL 110.9 on Catalina Island; 
www.cara.nu 12/08 


Contra Costa Communications Club, 
Inc., WD6EZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El 
Sobrante, CA 94820-0661. Meets 2nd 
Sun./monthly (except May & Dec.), 
8:00 a.m., Denny’s, El Cerrito, CA. 
145.110, 224.300, 444.275w/ PL 82.5 
Info: Victoria Thompson, KE6FSU, 
510/724-4966. 9/09 


Downey ARC, Inc., W6TOI. Meets ist 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church, 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, 
CA 90240. Info. k6tv@arrl.net. Nets: Tues. 
7 p.m., 445.640(-) pl 156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., 145.595 simplex, www. 
downeyarc.org 9/09 


East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 Ap- 
pian Wy, El Sobrante, CA. Info: 510/233- 
7509, w6cus1@juno.com. 7/09 


El Dorado County ARC meets 4th 
Thur./monthly, 7:15 p.m. at the Federated 
Church, Thompson Way, Placerville, CA. 
Net 8 p.m. Tues. 147.825- PL 82.5 Hz. 
P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667; 
http://www.edcarc.net 2/09 


Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7 p.m. Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley,. Ce- 
dar and Shields in Fresno. Net Sunday 
7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R 146.94(-) pl 141.3 
Hz. Tech net Wed 7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R; 
www.w6to.com; w6to@arrl.net or call 
Ken, 559/323-6753. 2/09 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, 
Wildomar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Rancho Cal. Board- 
room, 42135 Winchester Rd., Temecula, 
GA. Rptr: 146.805 (-) PL 100. Info: Alan 
Cook, KG6TGF, 951/699-1556. E-mail: 
groupone@verizon.net, web: www.gtarc. 
net 2/09 
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Visit Your 


. Web: w6sg.net . 


i : 


Lo Bs “nine cal R 


«id 


Check out our weekly nets Tues. 6 p.m. 
& Thur. 8 p.m. on 445.340 (-)PL 103.5 & 
224.480 (-)PL 110.9. More info, www. 
ircradio.org or 3624 Foothill Blvd., #1, La 
Crescenta, CA 91214. 12/08 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, 
Ontario, CA 91762 meets first Sat. 
monthly in the conference room at the 
Pomona First Federal Bank, 333 N. Euclid 


Ave., Ontario, CA 91761. Contact Chuck . 


Sweeten AI6I, 909/623-2933; ai6i@ca.rr. 
com for information. 1 wae 145. 460 PL 
77.0 4/09 


Marin ARC. Box 6423, San Rafa- 
el, CA 94903. Meets 1st. Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., also every Sun., 8-11 a.m., Alto 
Clubhouse, 27 Shell Rd., Mill Valley, CA. 
12/08 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O: Box 23222, 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523. Meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church, 1035 Carol Ln, Lafayette, CA. 
Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 147.06(+) PL 100Hz. 
License exams monthly, info: 925/288- 
1730. 12/08 


————_—— eS 

Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 
10725 Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 
7 p.m. 147.015, www.ncarc.org. For info. 
e-mail president@ncarc.org 12/08 


North Hills Radio Club meets 3rd Tue 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., North County Cor- 
poration Yard, Elkhorn Blvd & Don Julio 
Blvd. in Sacramento. Field Day, annual 
picnic, code classes, antenna builds’ & 
more! Contact Maynard Wright, W6PAP; 
P.O. Box 417370, Sacramento, CA 95841- 
7370; 916/726-1673; k6is@arrl.net; www. 
k6is.org. 7/09 


Oakland Radio Communication As- 
sociation (ORCA) meets first Sat/monthly 
(no meeting July — weekend after Labor 
Day Sept.); Oakland Fire Station #1 OES 
Media Room (17th & MLK); weekly net 
Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 146.880 + 77. Talk-in 
on same frequency. P.O. Box 21305, 
Oakland, CA 94620-1305, wb6ner@arrl. 
net; www.ww6or.com 


Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Orange County Red 
Cross, 601 N. Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA. 
Talk-in 146.550 (S). Contact Ken Konechy, 
W6HHC, 714/744-0217; www.w6ze.org 

6/09 


PAARA, Palo Alto ARA meets first Fri. 
at 7:00 p.m. monthly, Menlo Park Rec. 
Ctr., 700 Alma St., Menlo Park. Radio net 
Mon. 8:30 p.m. 145.230 rptr., PL tone off. 
www.paara.org. Radio prize raffle, guests 
welcome. An active Amateur Radio club 
since 1937. 03/09 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 
2nd Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 
& dinner meeting at 1900, Mister Mc- 
Goo’s Restaurant, 1375 Petaluma Blvd., 
N, Petaluma, CA. Contact Fred Leoni, 
N6YEU; 707/431-8202. 3/09 


Rio Hondo ARC, P.O. Box 1781, Whit- 
tier, CA 90609, meets 2nd Mon/monthly, 
7:00 p.m., Parnell Community Center, 
15390 Lambert Rd. @ Scott Ave., Whittier. 
Net Wed., 8:00 p.m., 146.175 (+) PL100. 
Contact Vi Barrett, W6CBA, 562/947- 
1356; w6cba@juno.com 5/09 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard 
Facility, 5020 Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sac- 
ramento, CA. Message Phone: 916/492- 
6115; www.n6na.org 12/08 


endent Radio hah WAGIRC | 8 
meets 7p.m., last Friday of the month, — 
‘Lamplighter Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys. 
Blvd., Van Nuys, CA. We are a family- 
oriented radio club whose members are — 
_ interested in all aspects of Amateur Radio. 


9/09 


‘monthly, ’ .M.. Blood | 
Sk ye Biv, Sacra 
Info net, noon on rptr. W6A\ 


T. Preston, KQ6EO, 916/722 


Ballinger, WAGEQQ, 916/888-4775; 


w6ak.org 


Sequoia Femi Radio Group meets 
the second Saturday each month (except 
Dec) 9:30 a.m., Kern River Valley Youth © 


Center, 3640 Golden Spur, Lake Isabella, 
CA. VE exams follow at 11 a.m. each 
month. For more information contact 
Mike, KA6IYS, 760/378-1028, www.sarg- 
krv.org or sarg-krv@mchsi.com. 


das 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library 
(Beecher Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs. 
nets 7:30 p.m. 145.430(-) PL 162.2. Info: 
R. Kuepper, damcmiburss capi | 

_ 2/09 


Sonoma CRA, Iric. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 
116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579- 
9608. Meets 1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 
2050 Yulupa Ave., Santa'Rosa. Net each 
Tues. 7 p.m., W6SON. Rptr. 147.315 MHz 


(+) PL 88.5 www.sonomacountyradioama- 
9/0! 


teurs.com 


South Bay Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion. Fremont, Newark, Union City - SBA- 
RA meetings, 2nd Fri/monthly 1930 hours, 
local, Hurricane Electric, 760 Mission Ct., 
Fremont. Visit www.sbara.org. 5/09 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. P.O. 
Box 536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance 
Memorial Hosp., 3330 Lomita Blvd., 
Torrance, CA. Talk-in on W6SBA rpt. 
224.38(-). Info: 310/328-0817; www. 
w6sba.org 12/08 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 
Dennison Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 (The 
club house at Mountain Aire Estates). Info: 
KD6KMN, 661/822-5995. www.ssars. 
net, 147.06(+), 224.42(-) PL 156.7. APRS 
144.390(S) connect to W6PVG-3. ARES 
nets 7 p.m. 147.51(S) Mon. 1/09 


Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box 
4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd 
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police 
N/E area Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., 
Modesto, CA. Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 
145.390(-) PL136.5. www.saraclub.net 

5/09 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 
7:30 p.m. 2nd Wed monthly, Administra- 
tion Building, Brackett Field, La Verne,’ 
CA, in the Pilot’s Lounge. Different guest 
speaker every month. Anyone may attend, 
Ham & non-Ham welcome! Club net Sun., 
7:00 p.m., Mt Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz 
-—600 PL 136.5; web site: www.tcara.org, 
e-mail: k6agf@arrl.net 12/08 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. 
Club station open to members and guests 
in the Los Angeles Maritime Museum 
(LAMY), Berth’84, Foot of 6th Street, San 
Pedro, CA 90731. Meetings held 3rd Fri. 
monthly (except Aug & Dec), 1900 local 
in the LAMM. All are welcome. Monitors 
145.52 simplex Tue-Sat 1000-1630 & Sun 
1200-1630. 7/09 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, 
Victorville, CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana 
Rd., Apple Valley, CA. Talk-in 146.94(-), 
PL 91.5. Net Sun. 7 p.m. 146.94(=), www. 
victorvalleyarc.com 12/08 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box 
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 
7 p.m., Rogers Senior Center, 1706/1718 
Orange Ave., Huntington Beach, CA. Info: 
Russ, N6QZV, 714/848-4501. 8/09 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


5/09. 


Sierra Foothills ARG. PO. Box 1005, 
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./ © 


arte he 
145. tone i“ 


Yuba-Si tte! 


; Boulder Arata 
Meets 3rd Tues. mont nly. 7 t 


Boulder Municipal Altport. or Me 
~ Community Presbyterian Churc ) 
61st St., Boulder, CO. Talk-in: 146.7 


Info: BARC7O@arr. net or. 
w@dk/ EPO 
Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd 
Wed, 7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal — 
Church, 11202 W. Jewell, Lakewood, 
Co. Learning/Tech sessions 6:30 p.m. 


Oldest club in Colorado (1917). Net Sun 


8:30 p.m. 145.490 rptr. wOtx@arrl.net; 
wOtx.org _ 2/09 


FLORIDA 


Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572 Engle- 
wood, FL 34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly 7:30 p.m. Englewood United 
Methodist Church, 700 E. Dearborn St., - 
Englewood, FL, Rm: Fellowship Hall. Info. 
Vic Emmelkamp, K4VHX, 941/473-5560 
or www.earsradioclub.org. 11/08 


Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New 
Port Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., 6909 Tierra Verde - 
St., Port Richey, FL. Rptrs. 146.67(-), 
145.33(-), 444.650, serving ail of Pasco 
County. VE testing 6:30 p.m. 1st Wed/ - 
monthly. See website for more info. www. 
gulfcoastarc.org 5/09 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 4th Wed./ - 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. Info: R. 
Cox, 772/340-4319; kt4pa@comcast.net; 
www.gsl.net/psilara 4/09 


GEORGIA - 


North Fulton Amateur Radio League 
meets 3rd Tues., 7:30 p.m. See www. 
NFARL.ORG/meetings.htmi for meeting 
location & directions;145.470(-) PL100, 
147.060(+) PL100; 404/434-4499; www. 
nfarl.org; info@nfarl.org 


5/09 


Honolulu Ge meeting 0900 e break- 


fast in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov 

at the Sizzler Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. 

Contact John K1ER, 808/484-9748. 
1/09 


Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 
(BBARC), KC9OLMF, meets 3rd Thur 
monthly, 1006 Wabash, Carthage, IL 
62321. Annual Hamfest 2nd Sat. in De- 
cember. N9BLD@myway.com 4/09 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon., 
monthly, 7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire 
Station Number 5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is 
usually 147.33 MHz +0.600. ARRL affili- 
ated club number: 1271. Club web page 
is www.k9bar.org. 10/09 


Chicago FM Club Inc., (CFMC). 
Meets 3rd Wed./monthly, 8 p.m. P.O. 
Box 47648, Chicago, IL 60647; 146.76(-)° 
PL 107.2/224.10/224.18/443.75 PL 
114.8(2A). Ham help line: 773/262-6773. 
Info net Tues., 9 p.m. on 146.76(-). 

2/09 


r email: w ©) 


eets 1st Tuesday 
p.m., Nunda Township 
é between Crystal Lake 


00 dstock by calling first 
7/516-1292, 3rd Tuesday 
n. every other month — see be 


- Peori ‘Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 
3508, eoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
; , 7 p.m. at Red Cross Chapter 
House, '311 W. John Gwynn Jr. Ave., 

_ Peoria, IL. Superfest each Sept.. Rptrs: 
_ 147 075(+) & 146. 85(-). Web: www.w9uvi. 
org; e-mail: w9uvi@arrl.net. Voice mail: 
309/692-3378. 12/08 


“Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, 


Schaumburg, IL 60168-0251. Meets 3rd’ 


_ Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Schaumburg. 
Community Recreation Center, located 
at 505 N. Springinsguth Rd., intersection 
of Bode & Springinsguth roads. Usually 
a presentation follows our normal club 
meeting. See website for more details 
http://www.n9rjv.org, David Dietrich, 
847/798-5248; sarc.membership@yahoo. 
com. 2/09 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson & Ellis 
streets), Wheaton. All are welcome. See 
our website at www.w9ccu.org for all club 
info or call 630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest 
each January. Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 
444.475 (+) 114.8. 9/09 


Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 8833 Goodwood Bivd., Baton 
Rouge, LA. Net: 146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. 
Sun. www.brarc.org: e-mail: brarc@cox. 
net 7/09 


Delta DX Association ARC meets 
on our repeater every Tuesday night at 
8:00 p.m. local time. At 147.360 (+), sub- 
audible tone 114.8 in & out. Contact John 
Uhl, W5ZE, 504/347-0272 for info. Or at 
w5ze@cox.net. And on our club web site 
www.deltadx.net. 3/09 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club of Slidell 
meets the first and third Thursdays of 
each month. 7:30 p.m. at the Emergency 
Communications Building at 4th and 
Cousin Streets in Slidell. Everyone Wel- 
come. Net: 147.27 pl 114.8 every Friday 
at 7:30 p.m. Club website: www.wé5sla. 
net, email: w5py@arrl.net. 5/09 


Saint Croix Valley ARC meets at the 
Calais Methodist Home, 10 Sunrise 
Circle, Calais, ME, 04619, third Sunday 
of each month, 6:30 p.m. Contact Mike 
Breckinridge N1JXP, 207/454-8571. 

9/09 


MARYLAND 


Maryland Mobileers, ARC, (MMARC). 
P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets 
1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein 
Public Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore An- 
napolis Blvd., Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Info 
net Mon. 8:30 p.m.146.805(-), tone 107.2 
Hz http:// www.mobileers.org 12/08 


- . Meets 
~ school year. 7:30 p.m. Davison High 


. k8ljg@comcast. net. 


- (excep 2 Jly/Aua) at Slowion Police eee re 
1321 Washington St., Newton. T 
rae (© PL. 


tion meets iotThwrel, 7:30 p.m., Sept- — 
- June in the basement of the Danforth 
__ Museum, Framingham, MA. Contact 
- pont) K1GB, 781/891-5572; k1gb@arrl. 
= net. 


01/09 
MICHIGAN 


- Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. 
8rd Tuesday of the month during 


School, 1250 N. Oak Rd., Davison, MI 
48423; www.qsl. net/w8acw/, e-mail: 
10/09 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. P.O. 
Box 1183, Marquette, MI 49855. Meets 
1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette 
County Health Department, R. Schwenke, 
N8GBA, 906/249-3837; www.qsi.net/ 
k8lod 12/08 


a i 
L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 


-ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting 


place: L’Anse Creuse High School, on 
Reimold, just off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; 
club repeater; annual Fox Hunt. Contact 
L.C.A.R.C. Box 180072, Utica, MI 48318- 
0122; n&lc.org. 4/09 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K8OAR) meets 
1st Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp Hall, 
2441 Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, 
Prescott, MI. VE exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 
7 p.m. Mon 2M net 9 p.m. 146.940. www. 
k80ar.com 


MINNESOTA 


Saint Paul Radio Club meets first 
ist Friday each month, 7:30 p.m. at the 
University of St Thomas, Murrary-Herrick 
Student Center, St. Paul, MN. Talk-in 
145.31. Monthly VE exams. Nets Wed 
145.31 @ 7:30 p.m. & 28.310 @ 8:00 p.m.; 
www.stpaulradioclub.org for more info. 

01/09 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Radio Club Bidg., 401 
4th St. N., Waite Park, MN 56387. Info: 
320/255-1410, 146.94 or 147.015 or 
www.w@sv.org/. 4/09 


Central Mississippi Amateur Radio 
Association meets 2nd Tue monthly, 
7:00 p.m. at the Rankin County EOC Bidg, 
Marquette Rd, Brandon, MS. VE testing 


available after each meeting. Contact Rick — 


Nichols, P.O. Box 1876, Florence, MS 
39073; 601/845-5592: k5fv@winastream. 
net; http;//www.cmsara.org 01/09 


Yellowstone Radio Club meets 3rd 
Mon except July-Aug., 7:30 p.m., North 


Park Center, 19th & 6th Ave., N., Billings, 
MT. Contact 147.36/100 Hz tone. Box 
883, Billings, MT 59103. Testing odd 
months, 3rd Sat.; http://www.k7efa.org/ 

09/09 


NEVADA 


Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club 
(LVRAC) meets 3rd Tuesday monthly, 
7 p.m., Salvation Army building, 2900 
Palomino Lane, Las Vegas, NV. Talk-in 
146.94 (K7UGE Repeater) PL 100, Offset 
— 600 Hz; http://www. !vrac.org 6/09 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) 
meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Car- 
son Valley United Methodist Church, 
1375 Centerville Lane, Gardnerville, NV. 
Info: G. Uebele, WW7E, 775/265-4278; 
ww7e@arri.net, Rpt. 147.330 MHz. 1/09 


Talk-in: 


2/09 - 


Server ARA (BARA K2ZO, 286 
" Eicoeuor ‘ 


, Ridgewood, NJ 07450. Nets: 


- 38.350 MHz. Mon. 9 p.m.,.146.79(-) Wed 
9 p.m. Tech Net Thurs 9 p.m. bere 


www.bara.org. 


LA tl RO ee ie 
_ The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). 
Meets 1st Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort 


Monmouth MARS Station, Eatontown,: 
NJ. Info: B. Buus, W2OD, 732/946- 


8615. ‘ 7/09 


Gloucester County ARC meets 
7:30 p.m. 1st Wed./monthly, Pfeiffer 
Community Center, Blue Bell Rd. & Main 
St., Williamstown, NJ 08094. Contact 
‘David MacDonald, WB3JOY, P.O. Box 
370, Pitman, NJ 08071; 856/358-2952, 


‘dmacdonald1 @comcast.net; http://users. 


tellurian.com/Freddie/w2mmd/ 10/08 


North America DX Assoc., Inc. (NA- 
DXA). P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 
07720. Jersey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th 
Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, 
KG2Q, 732/927-0171; kc2q@arrl.net; 
nadxa@juno.com; wr2dx@yahoo.com. 

8/09 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SJRA), 
K2AA, meets Jan.-Oct., 4th Wed./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m. (Nov.-Dec., 3rd Wed), 
The Gibson House, Main St., Marlton, NJ. 


Talk-in: “NEW Ye 02/09 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the 
Tonawandas, (ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. 
Tonawanda, NY 14120. Meets 3rd Tue./ 
monthly (except Jul. & Aug.), 7:30 p.m., 
Sweeney Hose Co., 499 Zimmerman St., 
No. Tonawanda, NY. Talk-in: 146.955(-) 
PL 151.4 rptr. W2SEX, http://w2sex.org 

4/09 


Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM). 
P.O. Box 572, Batavia, NY 14021-0572. 
Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m. 
(except Jul, Aug, Dec), Salvation Army 
Community Center, Corner N. Spruce 
& E. Main St., Batavia, NY, 14020. 2M 
net Tue/7:30 p.m. W2RCX 147.285 (+) 
MHz (PL 141.3); EchoLink node: 307340. 
gram_radio_club@yahoo.com; www. 
geocities.com/gram_radio_club/index 

07/09 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./ 
monthly, Hall of Science Bidg., 47-01 111 
St., Flushing Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m. 
Rptr. 444.200 PL 136.5. Info: Voice mail 
718/760-2022; www.hosarc.org 10/08 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd 
Sun./monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Ptt., Yonkers 
Police Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., 
Yonkers, NY. Info: P.O. Box 378, Centuck 
Sta., Yonkers, NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 
146.865(-), 440.150(+). 3/09 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC 
meets 3rd Thur/monthly, Winter Park Bap- 
tist Church on Park Ave. Mon. ragchew 
8:00 p.m. 147.180(open). ARRL Affiliate. 
VE Test Sessions, 2nd Sat. even mos @ 
Winter Park Baptist Church. See Web 
Page @ www.ac4rc.org. Info: Ed, W4EBR, 
910/686-5206. 4/09 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Soci- 
ety (CFARS) meets 3rd Mon/monthly 
7:30 p.m., Methodist University, 401 N, 
Fayetteville, NC. VE test sessions 15 Mar, 
14 Jun, 09 Aug, 11 Oct, 9 a.m. at Method- 
ist University. K4MN repeaters 146.31/91, 
449.40/444.40, W4EBM 52.81/53.81, 
WA4FLR Fort Bragg 147.93/147.33, 
ARRL Special Service Club, P.O Box 
36106, Fayetteville, NC 28303. 3/09 


Bivd. N., Twp. of Washing- 
_ ton, NJ 07676. ‘Meets 1st. Sun/monthly, 
_ 7:30 p.m. American Red Cross, 74 God- 


uerianine bang? ees Giiiteurs 


_ meets monthly 2nd Mon. ayaa at 
Gurnee Conch: 1315 New Hi ope face 


- 


Chapel Hill, and weekly Sat. at st Hillsbor. 

h Bojangles, 330 S. Churton St., abt 
~ 9:30 a.m. W4UNC/R on 442.150 (131.8). 
Contact Woodward, K3 


New Sharon Church Rad., ‘Hillsborough, 


_ NC vibe 919/732-9896; www.ncocra.. 
org 


8/09 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets - 
4th Thuts./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Com- 
munity College. Talk-in 146.985 (-) tone 
100 Hz. Nets: Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES 
Net on 146.985. Fri., @ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 
147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. Contact: Bill 
Greene, K4VET, 704/463-1202. 8/09 


Ashtabuta County ARC. K. Stenback, 
“W8KS, 440/964-7316. Meets 3rd Tue./ 
“monthly, 7:30 p.m., County Vo-Ed School, 
Jefferson, OH. County rptr., 146.715(-). 

7/09 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O, Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 
541/784-3621 or 146.90(-) (PL100), Lae H/ 


aa7gc/uvarc/index.html 12/08 
PENNSYLVANIA 

RF Hill ARC meets 7:30 p.m. last Thurs/ 

monthly, Perkasie Fire Company, 5th St., 

Perkasie, PA. Info: Jim Soete, WA3YLQ, 

215/723-7294; wa3ylq@hotmail.com; 

www.rthill.ampr.org 12/08 


Washington Amateur Communica- 
tions Radio Club (WACOM) meets at 
the Washington Co. Blidg., 100 Beau St., 
Washington, PA 15301 1st Thur/monthly, 
7:30 p.m. Contact Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI, 
724/986-9271. 145.490. www.wacomarc. 
or 1108 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club 
(AARC) meets 2nd Tues./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., National Radio Astrono- 
my Observatory, 520 Edgemont Rd.; 
Charlottesville, VA. Club repeaters: 
146.760, 146.925, 444.250, 224.760 (PL 
151.4). Weekly nets 146.760: info. net 
Mon., 7:00 p.m.; emergency net Thurs., 
8:00 p.m. Quarterly testing sessions 
- contact ww4gw@arrl.net. Info: 
Jay, K4AZV, 434/263-5795; website: 
albemarleradio.org 12/08 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). 
Meets 2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. 
& Dec.), 7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon 
Hospital, 2501 Parkers Ln., Alexandria, 
VA. Contact: Bob, KT4KS, 703/765-2313 
or 146.655-. 10/09 


Virginia Beach ARC meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Method- 
ist Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne 
Rd., Info: Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/395- 
4489, or www.w4ug.com 02/09 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 
7 p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 
Florence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701; 
304/525-8890. 9/09 


For information on how to get 
your club listed in 
“Visit Your Local Radio Club,” 
plus receive many other benefits, 
write to: 


Club Liaison, 
WorldRadio 
2120 28th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
http://www.wr6wr.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6éwr.com 


é 


WorldRadio, October 2008 35 


t 


6 MORSE CODE 


he installation of a Ham station 
in the sands of Iraq in the midst 


of a major war is impossible you 
might think! Impossible? No way! I’ve 
learned a long time ago that if there’s a 
will, there’s definitely a way. Although 
my primary concern was the safety 
and welfare of my soldiers in a combat 
environment, I was very excited at the 
idea of getting on the air as a “YI9” and 
finally being on the opposite cae of a 
DX pileup! 

It has been an incredible fis cn 
as an’ Amateur Radio Operator. I was 
introduced to Amateur Radio as a Radio 
Operator in the Army. I can honestly 
say that had it not been for the Army, I 
probably wouldn’t be writing this article 
today. I’ve met a lot of good people and 
made many friends in the last twelve 
years that I’ve been operating. Morse 
code has just made it all the better. It 
is, in my Opinion, the true essence that 
makes this hobby great. As a soldier, 
the hobby has made my job.in the Army 
Signal Corps to understand. I am proud 
to serve this great nation; never will I 
take it for granted. 

During the spring/summer of 2004, 
my unit received orders to deploy to Iraq 
in support of the global war on terror- 
ism. The training and preparation that 
followed was rigorous and arduous at 
best. Quality time spent with family and 
friends was of the utmost importance. 
But in the midst of all the preparation 
for the upcoming deployment, I thought 
to myself how neat it would be to take 
along an HF radio and conduct my own 
little “DXpedition!” About three months 
prior to shipping off to the “sandbox,” 
I contacted the ARRL to get a point 
.of contact in order to obtain a YI call 
sign. The procedure was rather simple 
and within two months of my request, 
I received an Iraqi license (which was 
good for five years) with the call sign 
YI9IZE. To my surprise, I was able to 
retain my stateside suffix. (I’ve always 
thought that the “IZE” made for an easy 
suffix when sending code!): 

On 30 November 2004, with my 
Yaesu FT-857D and J-38 straight key 
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Caen Hamn 


Will Dis, KFAIZE. 


near Kirkuk, Iraq. 


in hand, I shipped off across the “great 
big pond,” destination: Iraq. Seventeen 
hours later, we landed in the Republic of 
Kuwait for a two-week training period 
before we would “cross the berm” into 
Iraq. During these two weeks, we were 
taught basic vehicle convoy procedures, 
advanced marksmanship, and attempted 
to stay somewhat physically fit in the 
vastness of sand. I didn’t take along a 


power supply due to the lack of space, 


but I would take out my FT-857D from 
time to time and simply “gloomed” at it 
just thinking of the moment when I’d be 


Acro-t Bat 


The Soludonan) new TEN-TEC 
antenna hanger. Unbreakable. 

Not affected by UV. Ladder line 
or coax fed antennas. $9.95! 

www.tentec.com (800) 833-7373 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


ing...Iraqi Sty y 


Willie Dix, KF4IZE, (center) with several Kurdish Soldiers in the Iraqi Army 


able to transmit CW and start making 
some contacts. 

Finally, the time came to “take to the 
streets” and after conducting the three- 
day convoy into Iraq, we settled down 
at Logistic Support Area. Anaconda, as 
this would be our “home” for the next 
12 months. I had packed away plenty of 
wire, coax, and even brought along my 
trusty SWR/Power meter. All I needed 
now was a power source for the radio. 
After some inquiring, I acquired two 
heavy-duty MILSPEC 12V batteries 
from the Motor Sergeant and then threw 
up a homebrewed 20-meter dipole. I 
was in business! It was on 25 December 
2004 that I sent some long-awaited RF 
energy out into the ionosphere and the 
“flood gates opened!” Once I transmitted 
“CQ, CQ, this is YISIZE, over,” the next 
thing I heard can be described as a “blur” 
of stations hoping to get the chance at 
working Iraq. Although I operated both 
CW and SSB, it was the CW mode that 
I found to be most relaxing and enjoy- 
able. Most of my contacts took place to 
the west across Europe and to the east 
into Asia and India. My most interesting 
contact was with fellow FISTS member 
Alf, GZUAA, #5519, on 26 April 2005. 

I usually found “down time” (if you 


want to call it that) in the early to late 
afternoon hours after I made all my 
rounds to different communication sites 
that I was in charge of. I had operated 
four different radios during the course 
of my first deployment in Iraq consist- 
ing of the FT-857D, an FT-101ZD, an 
FT-817ND, and the venerable Drake 
TR-3. I must admit, I do tend to favor 
_ the older vintage gear. Believe it not, the 
latter three made the trip to Iraq from 
stateside in good fashion! The Ham sta- 
tion was definitely a conversation starter 
and “wowed” many visitors to my site. 
As for antennas, my intent was to config- 
ure 20 and 17 Meter flattop dipoles that 
would radiate broadside east and west 
to the good ole’ U.S. of A! My efforts 
paid off as I was fortunate to have made 
several stateside contacts. It was indeed 
exciting to be on the opposite end of a 
DX pileup. 

Well, it is clear to see that in 
between all the roadside bombs and 
incoming mortar rounds that I’ve 


encountered, there was still time to. 


enjoy my favorite pasttime. As a sol- 
dier, I want to say a special “Thank 
-You” to all who support the military 
and, of course, to the FISTS:CW Club 
and its efforts. Remember, freedom 
isn’t free, but you can always find 
some free time to send CW! ® 


e highest mountains near Al Sulamaniyah, in northern Iraq. 


MANAGEMENT OF THE 
AMATEUR RADIO 
EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS 

FUNCTION 


by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J 
Chief of Police, Retired 


Jerry Boyd, KW7J, author of two 
previous emergency communications 
books, (both published by WorldRadio) 
and dozens of magazine articles on the 
subject, has authored "Management of 
the Amateur Radio Emergency Com- 
munications Function." This 48-page 
booklet discusses the specific manage- 
ment responsibilities which Emergency 
Coordinators and other EMCOMM 
managers have. It provides very helpful 
information for such managers on how 
to efficiently and effectively accomplish 
those tasks. 

The booklet is available at a cost of 
$8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
California residents please add $.62 
sales tax. 

Order online with Visa, MasterCard 
or American Express via our web page. Mail 
check or money order to: 


WorldRadioe 2120 28th St. 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
916/457-3655 
www.wr6wr.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


The Standard By Which All 
Others Are Judged 


MAXIMUM 
PERFORMANCE 
WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


XSOOHNA 

Diamond Antenna’s best  base/repeater 

antenna. Designed for strength and 

performance, the X5OOHNA is pretuned to 
imum gain in both “ and 


A | 
A is an excellent choicé 


“2m/70cm, 150 Watts, 62 


ed specifications on Diamond’s 
Base & Mobile Antennas, please go to 
www.diamondantenna.net 


Available through selected quality dealers. 
770-614-7443 
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produced. 
Solid circuit design. Reliable parts ane 


packaging. Excellent documentation. It. 


was expected, and delivered from the 
gang in Benton Harbor, MI. 

And from 1972 to 1991, the company 
had a remarkable string of QRP trans- 


ceivers that took the low-power world | 


by storm: the HW-7, HW-8 and HW-9. 
Each bringing something different to the 
QRP table, for thousands of operators 
they were an affordable, reliable entrée 
into low power CW. 

Even today, they are highly sought and 
quickly snatched when they pop up at 
swap meets or on eBay, It’s testimony to 
what fine little machines they were, and 
are. And how they pull at the heartstrings 
of QRPers who either owned them or 
wished they did. 

We were reminded of this HW- 
transceiver series’ huge impact on the 
QRP community when reading Chuck 
Penson, WA7ZZE’s, excellent book, 
“Heathkit: A Guide to the Amateur 
Radio Products.” 

How’s this for a trip down memory 
lane? 


The HW-7 


Priced at $79.95 in 1972, the HW-7 was 
Heath’s maiden voyage into solid-state 
QRP transceivers. It was a three-band 
radio, covering 40, 20 and 15 Meters 
and could operate with VFO or crystal 
control. Generally applauded as a good 
first effort, Heathkit quickly tearned from 


PADDLETTE COMPANY 
High Quality Miniature Paddle Keys 


www.paddlette.com 


425/743-1429 
P.O.Box 6036, Edmonds, WA 98026 
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2 dard for how ‘Amateur Radio ; ‘ 
kits — especially QRP - — ‘ought to be 12 


pa 
Le included susceptibilit: y 


to cross modulation and some re ats 


nasty microphonics. 


If powered from an AC sha many A 
operators reported wrestling with 60 Hz | 
hum audible in the headphones. This was. 
particularly bad when the rig was used 


with an end-fed antenna. 
The HW-7 was capable of deliver- 
ing 3 watts of RF on 40, 2.5 watts on 


20 and 2 watts on 15 Meters. On the 


higher bands, key clicks and chirp were 
common. And the sidetone could be ear 
shattering, when compared to the volume 
many operators were experiencing when 
listening to an incoming CW signal on 
the band. 
_ In a product review published in the 
January 1973 edition of QST, the late 
Doug DeMaw — then WICER — wrote: 
“In view of the low price and versatil- 
ity of the HW-7 transceiver, the writer 
believes the equipment to be a bargain. 
It may seem that $35 per watt is a rather 
high price to pay, but you’re getting a 
receiver, too! The few shortcomings 
mentioned here are no greater in per- 
centage than those found in some of the 
high-priced, esoteric transceivers on 
today’s market. The HW-7 may be your 
key to getting in on the QRP fun.” 

It wasn’t perfect, but the HW-7. was 
really popular and provided a fertile field 


¢Tear-resistant ¢ Synthetic paper 
Rugged Waterproof 
All Weather 
Amateur Radio 
Log Books 


ASA Inc. + PO Box 454 + Glenwood, NI 07418 
WaterProofLogBooks.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Download 
POF Order Form 
On Line! 


sor, the HW-9. a Si 
Priced at $139.95, the HW. ’s di 
conversion receiver featured a JE 


per-amp, doubly-balanced IC psd ie 


detector, and an active CW audio filter 


yn 


with bandwidth choices of 750 Hz and . 
375 Hz. It was a vast improvement over 
the HW-7’s problem-plagued receiver, — 


eliminating the combined headaches of | 


hum, microphonics and cross-mod. 


For even more icing on the cake, Heath 


threw in-an RF gain control, adjustable 
sidetone volume and an S-meter. | 


Although the option for crystal con- 


trol was eliminated from the HW-8 
design, 80-meter coverage was added 


and chirp and click problems encoun- 
tered with the HW-7 were cleaned up 
in the newer transceiver. | 
The HW-7’s tuning dial had separate 
gradations for each of its bands: 40, 


20 and 15 Meters. The HW-8, with 


its crystal heterodyne circuit, made it 
possible to have just one dial scale that 
worked for all four bands: 80, 40, 20 and 
15 Meters. 


In an April 1976 product review in. 


OST, W1CER wrote that “rigorous test- 


ing took place during October of 1975. 
_ The (pre-production model loaned to the 


ARRL by Heath) was taken to Barbados 
and put through its paces under the call 
of 8P6EU. 

“The extreme heat and humidity 
turned up a few design faults which were 
soon corrected by Heath engineers. 

“Despite the problems encountered, 


ae... 


se eit §24955 . — not | 


the optional WARC band pack. 


pappeceltes covered 250 


eam to’ include: 30, 17, 12‘and 
)Meters. 


3 The receiver section was upgraded to 
superheterodyne. 


_ The HW-9 never quite caught the 


a QRP. community’s imagination like the 


HW-8, but it has long been heralded as 


a fine piece of gear. 


~ “On air operation of the HW-9 Couldn’t 


be easier,” Bruce O. Williams, WA61 VC. 


(SK), wrote in a July 1985 QST product 
review. “Set the band switch for the 


_ desired band, dial up the frequency and 


you are ready to transmit. Amenities like 


_ sidetone, break-in, RIT and a selectable- 


bandwidth audio filter make the HW-8 
a joy to use.” 

_ “My first two QSOs with the HW-9 
were with FM7WD on 40 Meters and 
3D6AK on 20 Meters.” 


*TVC continued, “. . . there is no RF 


_amplifier stage in the receiver. That does 
‘not seem to limit reception, however. 


One evening I heard an East Coast DXer 
call CQ on 40 Meters; a UA3 answered. 
The East Coaster called CQ again. 
Again, I clearly heard the UA3 calling. 
Nothing more heard from the CQer.” 
Generally, power output was rated at 
4 watts on all bands but 10 Meters, where 


3 watts was the norm. Some operators noted: 


output as high as 7 watts on some bands. 
“Any problems with the HW-9 you 
may hear about will probably have to 
do with the VFO drive mechanics,” 
wrote ‘ZZE in “Heathkit: A Guide to 
the Amateur Radio Products.” “There 
were reports of slippage and backlash 


pop was th co 


CW transceivers spanning almost two decades: 1972 to 1991. Along with the 


F 


HW-7 and HW-9, the HW-8 continues to be much sought after even today. 


and a general feeling that the whole dial 
assembly was too complicated and small 
to work on.” 

Such complaints paled, however, when 
balanced with the overall performance of 
the HW-9. It was a great little rig. 


In the new millennium 


While Heathkit, as we knew it, is 
long gone, HW-7s, -8s and -9s are still 


The NorCal 40A 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits 
out there to choose from. But the 
NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 
with a unique combination of custom 
features and big-rig performance. 

Open up most ORP rigs and you'll 
find a rat's nest of wires. Open up a 
‘40A-a snap with our quick-release 
latches—and you'll find clean, no-wires 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
several popular QRP rigs, the '40A 

osted the best receiver sensitivity 
(-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 
fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter 
and ultra-stable VFO, the 

‘40A is a joy to operate. 


P.O Box 3422, Joplin, MO 64803-3422 
http://www. fix.net/~jparker/wild.html 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Wilderness Radio 


(417) 782-1397 


out there on the used-gear market. 
Depending on condition, they can 
command prices equal to, or greater 
than their original selling price. For 
good reason. 

If you want a taste of QRP nostalgia, 
these little rigs are a great way to go. 

— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can be 
reached by sending mail to 1940 Weth- 
erly Way, Riverside, CA 92506; or by 
sending e-mail to: ki6sn@aol.com 


Add your own accessories, or outfit your 
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 
legendary KC1 Keyer and Morse- 
output Frequency Counter. The KC1 is 
so small it'll fit into any rig, but it's a 
perfect match for the '40A. The KC1's 
message memory and Iambic A and B 
modes provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The '40A and 
KCl together draw only 20mA on 
receive! Please call or write for more 


details. 
NorCal 40A $139 
KCl $ 45 


(shipping additional) 
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. 10- 10: INTERNATIONAL 


- ? 
‘ 


t seems that this has been the year | 

of crazy. weather. At one time or 

another part of the United States 
has been subjected to one or more of the 
following: heavy snow, ice, high winds, 
tornados, hurricane, drought and floods. 
It was Omaha’s turn in late spring and 
early summer. On Wednesday night 04 
June our area was assaulted with high 
winds, rain and hail. The next morning I 
found that my 160 Meter wire had come 
out of a tree that was supporting one leg 
of it. After fixing the wire, the following 
Sunday. morning, around 2:15 a.m., my 
neighborhood experienced two torna- 
dos. Luckily they were small. At that 
time of the night anything major would 
have been a disaster. One was just two 
blocks from-my home. Again, only the 
wire came down. It was again fixed. The 
following Wednesday, 11 June I left for 
HamCom in Plano, Texas. That same 
evening more heavy rain, wind and 
hail fell in our area. Once again on the 
following Sunday morning the area was | 
battered- by high wind, rain and hail. | 
When I arrived home, Sunday evening, 
the 160-meter wire was down again, 
but this time so was the tree supporting 
it. My neighbors informed me that the | 
tree started leaning after the Wednes- 
day storm and fell Sunday morning. | 
On Friday evening, before the start of 
Field Day another storm ripped through 
the Omaha area. This one took trees, 
fences, street signs and signals and 
many antennas throughout the Omaha 
and surrounding area. My Hi-Tower 
came down, right across my neighbor’s 
car. But this time I had a little luck, only 
the very top of the antenna hit the car’s 
roof top carrier and that prevented any 


Ten-Ten International \ 
PROMOTING THE USE OF 10M SINCE 1962 
AWARDS * QSO PARTIES « SPECIAL EVENTS + PAPE 
Nets Mon-Sat on 28.380 & 28.800 at 1800Z 
CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB 
= www.ten-ten.org 


or" 


RCHASING 


www.10-10.org 
643 N. 98th St, #142 * Omaha, NE 68114-2342 


Steve Rasmussen (right), NOWY, 
10-10 #68684 and his wife Sandy, 
KCQOBDYV, 10-10 #7478. 


serious damage to the car, I’m still on 
the air as all my other antennas and 
main tower survived. July was a much 
better month and I am hoping fora pest 
end to summer. 


10-10 Director 
becomes a Silent Key 
Steve Rasmussen, NOWY, #68684, 

10-10 International Director, past 10-0 
NEWS Editor and QSO Party Manager 
passed away on 30 July 2008. Steve had 
been in and out of the hospital since early 
January after it was learned that he had 


K-Y Filter Company 
3010 Grinnel Place, Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 757-6873 


K-Y modem/telephone RFI 
filters are truly superior! 


Please visit us at: 
http://www.ky-filters.com/am.htm 
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an aggressive fecal 
came home in early July 


10-10 Dispbonay Ree eae 


Pioneer Amateur Radio| 
in North Bend, Nebraska on | 
was fortunate at that time to be 
present Steve with the 2008 10-10 
dent’s Award for ae service 


: ‘Foundationtae “et eee 
Amateur Radio (FAR) | 
announces 10-10 2008 | 
Scholarship Winners — 


- 10-10 International Net, Inc. through 
FAR has awarded four $1,500 scholar- 
ships. This year the winners were: 

James Dunn, KC@KTP, of Overland 
Park, Kansas. James is 18 years old and 
will enter the University of Kansas, with 
interest in Business and International - 
Communications. He was recommended 
by Brian L. Short, KC@BS, 10-10, 
#45071. 


“co 
ESTEVE  RASMESSEN 
4 NOWY #aseat 


TAF, ANTES 


Columnist Gerry Gross presenting 
Steve Rasmussen (left) with the 2008 
10-10 Presidents Award. 


Francis T. Gradijan, KDSHTB, of Car- 
rollton, Texas. Francis is 22 years old and 
a recent graduate from the University 
of Scranton. Francis plans to enter the 
University of Texas Law School. He is 


ee Mee to Sake siiae initial ten conten use | 
» of | 00000 as your 10-10, ‘number. QSO | 
iel is | Party logs must be returned to the QSO | 
| - Party Manager and be poaperned not | 


at | later than 10 November. 


i 10-10, #74706. 


winners and wishes them well as they 
: 3009 10. to complete their education. In 

009 10-10 will again award four $1,500 
i scholarships. Refer to the 10-10 web 
www.ten-ten.org or to the FAR website 
_ www.amateurradio -far.org for more 
_ information on these scholarships. 


10-10 Future Events 
_ The 10-10 Sprint will be on 10 October 
_ from 0001Z to 2359Z. The Sprint is a 
CW/Digital/Phone party. As is the case 
with all 10-10 QSO parties, it is open to 
all; however, logs can only be submitted 
by active 10-10 members as of the date 
of the party. All other logs received will 
be handled as check logs. 10-10 members 
should exchange call, 10-10 number, name 
and QTH (state, province or country). Sta- 
tions without a 10-10 number should use 
00000. For non-10-10 members this is a 
good time to make those initial ten con- 
tacts, use 00000 as your 10-10 number. 
QSO Party logs must be. returned to the 
QSO Party Manager and be postmarked 
not later than 25 October. 

The 10-10 Fall CW/Digital QSO Par- 
ties will be held on 0001Z 25 October 
2008 through 2359Z 26 October 2008. 
There will be two separate QSO par- 
ties on the same date and time. You 
can enter either or both. As is the case 
with all 10-10 QSO parties, it is open 
to all; however, logs can only be sub- 
mitted by paid up 10-10 members as 
of the date of the party. All other logs 
received will be handled as check logs. 
10-10 members should exchange call, 
10-10 number, name and QTH (state, 
province or country). Stations ‘without 
a 10-10 number should use 00000. For 
non-10-10 members this is a good time 


hin Hela and Pipohemis: 


For complete details on these Qso 


Parties or all 10-10 QSO Parties refer 
to the J0-10 NEWS, 10-10 Information © 
Manual or to 10-10 Party page on the 


10-10 website, www.ten-ten.org. 


Information about 10-10? 

The easiest way to obtain informa- 
tion about 10-10 is to visit the website 
at www.ten-ten.org. Everything you 
want to know about the organization is 
on the web, including a downloadable 
membership application form. From 


the following web’ www.lingerinc.com 


you can make inquiries into the 10-10 
Database, download a recent copy of the 
10-10 NEWS ox the 10-10 Information 
Manual. If you do not have computer 
capabilities, you can receive a copy of 
the /0-10 NEWS by writing to: 10-10 
International Net, PMB 142, 643 N. 
98th Street, Omaha, NE 68114-2342. 
Please enclose $2.00 to cover the cost 
of shipping. 

If you have been issued a 10-10 
number and have forgotten your number, 
send me an e-mail and I will find your 
number. A 10-10 number is issued to you 
as an individual for life, regardless of the 
call(s) you may hold. 

I would also appreciate any comments 
or suggestions. Please send to: 

— Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, #21274, 
10-10 President, 16046 Orchard Cir, 
Omaha, NE 68135-1068 or e-mail at: 
wa6poz@arrl.net ie) 
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MARS 


ittle wonder people occasionally” 


become confused as to the precise 

significance of the “military” in 
the Military Affiliated Radio System. 
Even some members must be puzzled. 

How often do you see MARS members 
wearing a uniform? We’re not subject to 
soldierly discipline, either, and we don’t 
get soldier’s pay (unless one happens to 
-be in the reserves on active duty). 

The majority of us look over-age for 
active duty anyway. And when we commu- 
nicate, it’s usually about non-military things 
like hurricanes, floods and tornados. 

Here’s how the confusion started: The 
three branches of MARS — Army, Air 
Force and Navy-Marine Corps — may 
be sponsored by the Defense Depart- 
ment and managed by their respective 
uniformed service. But in recent years 
the overwhelming bulk of MARS 
activity has been in support of civil 
government, especially since 9/11 and 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Well, you can bet that the “military” 
in MARS will be taking ‘on greater sig- 
nificance now that the uniformed services 
confront global challenge with increas- 
ingly constrained resources. 

Just this summer, a handful of Cali- 
fornia Army MARS members provided 
4,000 Army Reserve troops with a VHF 
communication system for their annual 
training exercise. 

In Tennessee, members practiced set- 
ting up emergency stations at 11 National 
Guard armories across the state. In south- 
ern New England, a three-state weekend 
exercise established a multi-operator 
communications station at the Ft Devens 
(MA) Reserve Forces Training Area. 

And during Hurricane Dora, Texas 
members joined a three-way ecomm 
operation linking National Guard and 
state reserves with the civilian State 
Operations Center. That was no exercise, 
either (see picture). 

But it fell to Mike Swiderski (K4HBI- 
AAV4AR), a Georgia Army MARS 
member, to draw the most unique, if not 
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roe About the “Military” ‘in MARS 
e Look for More of It Aheat * Fg 


; ‘ 
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Bill BS eraD, NLINIAAASPC | 
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Military: civil-MARS collaboration prevails as Jeff Smith (WAZ), 3 
Class Ham before he became a TSA screener, demonstrates his portable station — 


to U.S. Coast Guardsmen training to use the Army MARS WinLink system. 
Jointness i is new military jargon for ie ph 


also most intimidating, military mission 
of the summer. . 

On very short notice he deployed the 
HF WinLink station aboard his Chevy 
pickup for a demonstration at the 335th 
Signal Command (T) in Atlanta. His 
audience was Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Sorenson, 
who is Chief Information Officer of the 
U.S. Army and _ holds the general staff 
position (G6) responsible for information 
technology and signal operations. 

General Sorenson was in Atlanta to 
inspect the 335th during Operation Gre- 
cian Firebolt 2008, the annual Signal 
Corps worldwide exercise. 

Mike Swiderski’s one-on-one with the 
general makes a great story — yes, it was 
pronounced a success — but first let’s 
touch on the background: specifically, the 
organizational linkage between Army 
MARS and the active-duty Army exempli- 
fied by this Swiderski-Sorenson linkup. 

There may be no other military force in 
the world that entrusts a national security 
mission to a bunch of civilians — unpaid 
volunteers at that — who select their own 
membership, conduct their own training, 
supply their own equipment and set their 
own hours. 

That mission, of course, consists of 
being ready anywhere, anytime, to pro- 
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vide emergency communication channels 
should the government’s normal connec- 
tions fail. The Army’s reliance on Hams 
for this goes back to 1925 when the Chief 
Signal Officer of the day solicited their 
help. Working with civil agencies such as 
state OECs and FEMA came much later. 

Here’s a sort of roadmap of today’s 
upward chain of command adapted from 
one of Army MARS Chief Stu Cartet’s 
biweekly broadcasts to the membership. 

As the Chief, Carter reports to 
the Network Enterprise Technology 
Command/9th Signal Command (Army) 
based at Ft. Huachuca. NETCOM fur- 
nishes the global army with information 
technology and network capability. Say 
Iraq and Afghanistan and you get the 
picture (but don’t forget South Korea and 
Germany, too.) 

Next up the chain of command is the 
U.S. Army Forces Command, known as 
FORSCOM, based at Ft. McPherson, GA. 
FORSCOM manages the Army forces 
maintained in the continental United 
States in readiness for combat abroad. 

Then comes the U.S.. Northern Com- 
mand, or NORTHCOM, which is the 
combinéd Army-Navy-Air Force head- 
quarters responsible for overall defense of 
North America. It’s at Colorado Springs 


S & 


Blt 2 ak ht 
gency service Hppricies, and | 


| hes Coordinating Offi- 
- Army colonels, each with neces- 


_ sary staff — at the 10 FEMA Regional 
icc apirters The ongoing buildup of this 


direct connection at the regional level is 
a key to the future of MARS as a civil 
support force. 


Technically speaking, civil government _ 
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Symbolizing MARS cooperation with 
the military, Mike Itnyre (W6W/ 
AR/AAA9RD) and Major Roman 
Kamienski install an antenna for 


a big Amy Reserve maneuver in 


California last summer. 


requests for support from MARS would 
come via ARNORTH and FORSCOM. 
However, DOD directives provide that 
local Army commanders may indepen- 
dently respond immediately to aid requests 
from civil authorities for up to 72 hours. In 
other words, activating MARS members 
in an emergency doesn’t require a trip up 
the whole chain of command and back. Ft. 
Huachuca can initiate the order. 

Of necessity, redesigning and then 
tweaking a mega-mission like homeland 
security takes time. But you can see the 
progress achieved when MARS operators 
and their Canadian counterparts begin 
testing cross-border net operations, as 
happened this spring. 

Or when a former Army sergeant from 
Norcross, Ga. tutors a three-star general 
in the use of WinLink. Here’s the rest of 
that story. 

Mike Swiderski has been a Ham for 34 
years but only joined MARS seven years 
ago when he retired from Bell Labs. 

However, his acquaintance with MARS 
dates to a phone patch from Vietnam back 
some 40 years ago. Wounded in a grenade 
attack, he wanted to assure his wife he 
was going to be OK. MARS put the call 
through via transpacific HF about the 
same time a Purple Heart medal arrived 
at his home without explanation. 

At the Atlanta signal base nobody, left 
room for the MARS station when Mike 
arrived one hot day in June. He had to 


Mike Swiderski (K4HBI/AAV4AR) 
operates the tailgate MARS station he 
used to demonstrate e-mail-over-HF 
to the Chief Information Officer of 
the U.S. Army. The Army MARS 
WinLink system took only four 


. minutes to deliver a message to Lt. 


Gen. Jeffrey Sorenson’s Blackberry. 


settle for an unpromising excavated area 
behind the motor pool. It was hardly 
ideal for propagation and that had him 
seriously worried. 

“T set up my little S-10 pickup using 
a front bumper-mounted 20-foot mast, 
hauled up the GSRV and tied the ends to 


_ a fence and a pile of crates,” he recalled. 


Nearby four huge generator units 
were running, feeding a monster mobile 
commo unit sprouting 20-foot dishes. 
But his tailgate station found contacts in 
neighboring states. More important, the 
Georgia WinLink node, AAB4GA in 
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"5 Peurrah “and a small lum 1 the 
_ of the truck, which was my 1.2-Kilow 
backup generator.” 


“They looked at the rae eee | fal 
tor fleet and back at my little lump and 


smiled,” he said. 


The big moment came when Mike 
asked if anybody had a computer. The - 
-general produced his Blackberry hand- ~ 


held device. Mike continues: 

“I asked LTG Sorenson to sit down on 
my camping stool in front of the laptop 
and send his Blackberry a message. With 
very little instruction he brought up a new 
message form and entered his e-mail 
address, I instructed him on the MARS 
security subject line info, he filled out a 
message and posted it and then he looked 
at me. . 

“T said, click the green ‘send’ button. 
He did and watched as it connected and 
the message went out. I told them the 
round trip should take about two to three 
minutes. It actually took about four. I 
apologized. He said it wasn’t my fault 
— the message had to travel through the 
Pentagon. Everybody laughed.” 

The demo ended with Sorenson’s 
instructing the group to look into incor- 
porating WinLink into future operations, 
Mike said. 

That sounds to me like significant con- 
tribution to the expanding military side 
of MARS activity. Of course, this is only 
half the MARS story. The civilian side is 
expanding too, with new partners like the 
Transportation Security Administration 
and still others coming aboard. 

So keep an eye on ARNORTH and its 
regional interfacing with FEMA. That’s 
where these two burgeoning streams, 
military and civil, merge to cope with 
disaster. It’s a likely focus of future 
MARS operations. For information on 
your own region’s DCO station go to 
www.arnorth.army.mil/ and click on 
“Defense Coordinating Officers.” 

— Bill Sexton, NIIN/AAA9PC can be 
reached by sending snail mail to: 105 
West Rd., Richmond, MA 01254; or by 
e-mail to: sextonw@juno.com. ; 
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‘ The ‘daily mifuenee of ete 
_ increasing our abilities to communicate 6 Ie 


effectively with one another. A dream "i ae 


I have had for years is finally coming | 
true. As our transition to broadband 


continues, it allows us to. easily share 
videos across the web. AMSAT-NA 


kicked off this trend by posting videos _ 
- of all the AMSAT Forum presentations 


at Dayton 2008. They also posted a 
demonstration of Keith Pugh, WSIU, 
operating AO-51 during the event. The 
videos are in Windows Media format, 
so you will need an appropriate player 
to watch them. Here is a listing of the 
sessions available: 

Operating AO-51 Video 

Keith, W5IU doing the demonstration 
during Dayton 2008 

mms://media.wmfd.com/amsat/WSIU 

_AO5]_Dayton_Demo.wmy 

Videos of 2008 AMSAT Forum at 
Dayton 
Rick, W2GPS AMSAT, P3E, Eagle, 

SuitSat-2 Update 

mms.//media.wmfd.com/amsat/W2GPS 
_2008_forum.wmyv 

Gould, WA4SXM Operations and 
AO-51 UpdateN2MJI 

mums://media.wm{d.com/amsat/ WA4SXM 
_2008_forum.wmv 

Mark, N8MH AO-16 Update _ 

mms://media.wmfd.com/amsat/NSMH 
_2008_forum.wmy 

Michelle, WSNYV ACP Ground Unit 

mms://media.wmfd.com/amsat/ WSN Y V 
_2008_forum.wmyv 

Matt, N2MJI ACP Satellite Unit 

mms://media.wmfd.com/amsat/W2GPS 
_2008_forum.wmy 

Tony, VKS5ZAI ARISS Update 

mms://media.wmfd.com/amsat/VK5ZAI 
_2008_forum.wmyv 

Whether you were able to attend 


Dayton this year or you missed it, you - 
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otlowed by. the sore 


Dr. Rob Gowen, De 


Goenuniatee of the UK Lan nett 
Consortium) on “Science Penetrators f aE 
the UK MoonL ITE mission.” eo hy 
The Delfi-C3 team gave a presentation on on 
their exciting new satellite, details of which es 


- will follow below. 


The Colloquium schedule also iochided s 
presentations from AMSAT-DL onboththe — 
eagerly awaited P3E High Earth Orbiting 
satellite and the pioneering Mars Orbiter 
PSA. This will be the first private venture 
spacecraft to travel to the Red Planet pro- 
viding Radio Amateurs with some ake 
DX signals. ; 

A complete listing of the Colloquium - 
Technical program can be found at: http:// » 
www.uk.amsat.org/content/view/640/213/ 

The Colloquium included a live webcast of 
the proceedings via http://www.batc.tv/. You 
can find many of the presentations archived 
there under the “Film Archive” tab. ; 

Presentations from the Colloquium 
(Powerpoints) have been added to the to the 
AMSAT-UK website as slide shows. There 
are a couple that have been held back at the 
request of their presenters. 

Currently there are fifteen of them online 
at: Attp://www.uk.amsat. org/content/ 
view/664/235/ 

You can find some of the 2007 presenta- 
tions there as well. 

As I mentioned above, The Delfi team 
was excited about their new satellite. 
They activated the Amateur Radio 435. 
to 145 MHz linear transponder onboard 


A “FO.29 has been only turned on over 


J for the past several months as the 
ground controllers worked on battery power 
_ management to conserve the satellite for as 
_ long as possible. Recently several reports 
_ have been received that FO-29 has been 


_ heard over most of its orbit in other parts 
_ of the world. Frank, VKSMFW, reported 
~ contacts with ZL2BX and ZLIBVA. Mak, 
~ SVIBSX, reported a contact with SW1JGW 
and DL6HP. Users are encouraged to con- 
_ tinue to be careful with this satellite's power 
_ budget and cease operation if the downlink 


_ signal weakens or experiences FM shifting. 


_ I8CVS reported on 03 August 2008 that the 


satellite seems to be working as good as or 
better than ever. He found that 200W EIRP 


| _ was more than enough power to get into the 
_ bird, regardless of elevation angle. 


In somewhat sad news, SpaceX’s Falcon-1 


_rocket lifted off from the Kwajalein atoll on 


03 August 2008 at 0334 UTC. On board 


were two triple-cubesats from NASA, 


which have beacons in the Amateur 70cm 
band — PreSat and NanoSail-D. Unfortu- 


_ nately, an anomaly occurred approximately 
_ two minutes 20 seconds into the flight, 


_ where the first stage separated, but crashed. 


into the second stage due to a burn, which 
was too long on the first stage. The rocket 


_ was unable to reach orbit. The engineers in 
_ charge know what caused the problem, and 


Hz at 145 MHz. Ae ds bn 
de Baht Srgpation the 


ne pe Tune j in Friedrichshafen near 


ay 


Lake Constance in Germany. 


_ This year HAM RADIO was focused on 


the topic “Satellites and Space Activities in 
| Ham Radio,” giving AMSAT-DL, in coop- 
eration with DARC, an opportunity to offer 


aspecial show highlighting Amateur Radio 
in space. This included flight hardware: at 
the AMSAT-DL booth. 

Peter Giilzow, DB20OS, AMSAT-DL 
gave a presentation discussing the status of 
activities for the construction and launch of 
the new satellite AMSAT P3-E. The P3E 
team reported that the mechanical work 
on the satellite has been completed but it 
doesn’t yet have the Internal Housekeeping 
Unit (IHU). There has been good progress 
on the transponder payloads with the 435 to 
145 MHz software defined linear transpon- 
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apan 
~ Dr. Achim Vollhardt, DH2VA, AMSAT. 


. Or RG othe cathe erplanceary 
Mars mission AMSAT PS5-A. P3Eis closely 


linked to the PSE Mars Orbiter also being 


_ built by AMSAT-DL. This will be the first. 


private venture spacecraft to go to Mars and 
will use the 2.4 GHz and 10 GHz Amateur 
Satellite Service frequency allocations. 

As always, I seem to run out of space, 
and there is a lot more going on. I will have 
more in the December issue of WorldRa- 
dio. In the interim, I hope to see you soon 
on the birds! 

— Terry Douds, N8KI, 344 E. Fifth Ave., 
Lancaster, OH 43130-3143; or via e-mail 
at n8ki@amsat.org ® 


CURRENT ISSUES IN 
EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS — 
EMCOMM for the 
new millennium 


by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, 
retired Chief, Igo-Ono Fire Department 


This very timely 24-page booklet details 
the role of Amateur Radio assistance in 
emergency situations. It deals with the 

organization of a response team, working 
with different types of communication, 
different organizations, preparedness kits, 
training, media relations, and working 
with other radio services. 


Submit your order online with payment 
by Visa, MasterCard or American Express 
and receive the booklet after checkout 
via download. 

Cost is $3.00. 

($3.23) after tax for California residents. 


www.wrowr.com 
Go to products, then select books. 
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Figure 1 — Statistics for Solar Minimum Periods. 
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Is This Solar 


Minimum Period Abnormal? 


ecently I have read a couple 

articles hinting that the solar 

minimum period between Cycle 

23 and Cycle 24 (the one we’re in right 
now) is abnormal. Is this valid? 

Dr. David Hathaway, a solar physicist 
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Ss. 


. will let you download 6 FREE monthly 

updates via the Internet. 800 technical help. We 

won't let you fail. Your satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money back. 


PSUCKMASTER 


http://hamcall.net/haminfo.html 
800-282-5628 


46 WorldRadio, October 2008 


Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA 


with NASA, weighed in on this spe- 
cific topic in the NASA Headline News 
of 11 July 2008. A summary of his 
response follows, and you can the full 


. article at science.nasa.gov/headlines/ 
y2008/lljul_solarcycleupdate.htm. 
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Dr. Hathaway discussed a typical solar 
cycle, and stated that “the ongoing lull 
in sunspot number is well within historic 
norms for the solar cycle.” He went on 
to show the number of spotless days for 
solar minimum of 2008 (362 so far as 
of 11 July) compared to solar minimum 
of 1933 (568 spotless days). Dr. Hatha- 
way concluded that the current sunspot 
minimum has a long way to go before 
it’s considered “abnormal.” 

Another way to look at this is to 
define solar minimum as that period (in 
months) between when the smoothed 
sunspot number descended below 20 
in the old solar cycle and when the 
smoothed sunspot number ascended 
above 20 in the new solar cycle. 

We have twenty-three such minimum 
periods, beginning with the minimum 


_ period before Cycle | and ending with 
the minimum period between Cycle 
22 and Cycle 23. Figure | displays the 
results of this effort. 

The horizontal axis has the nine bins I 
broke the data into — from 11-20 months 
to 91-100 months. The vertical axis is the 

«number of solar minimum periods that 
fall into each bin. 

It is most likely that a solar minimum 
period per my definition will last from 
21-30 months. Ten of the twenty-three 
periods have done this — that’s almost 
half of them. 

The second most likely duration 

of a solar minimum period per my 
definition is 51-60 months. Five of the 
twenty-three solar minimum periods 
have done this — that’s about 22%. The 
remaining solar minimum periods run 
from an extremely short 11-20 months 
(two occurrences) to an extremely long 
91-100 months (one occurrence). 

This historical data confirms Dr. 
Hathaway’s conclusion — that we are 
not experiencing anything abnormal. 
To me abnormal means “something that 


0 


40 $0 —téG*WO 
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Figure 2 — Predicting the Magnitude of Solar Maximum from the Duration of the Preceding Solar Minimum. | 


hasn’t happened before.” That certainly 
isn’t the case here. The real issue is we’re 
looking at widely scattered data, and the 
only conclusion I believe we can make 
is in terms of probabilities. 

For example, Cycle 23 descended 
through a smoothed sunspot number of 
20 in February 2006. We’ve certainly 
passed the lower limit (21 months) of the 
most likely bin (21-30 months), which 


70 


Number of months with smoothed sunspot numbers < 20 


80 90 


was October 2007 (which reported a 
smoothed sunspot number of 6). 

We’ ve also passed the upper limit (30 
months) of this most likely bin, which 
was July 2008. We don’t yet have the 
smoothed sunspot number for July 2008, 
but the predicted smoothed sunspot 
number for July 2008 is well shy of 20. 
So it looks like the minimum period 
between Cycle 23 and Cycle 24 will not 
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into the thtid Biget HS ‘bit me 
Regardless of how THe it takes 


| > 
will eventually ascend out of solar mini-— 
mum. Can we use the data in Figure Ito 


predict Cycle 24? In other words, is the 
duration of solar minimum an indication 
of the magnitude of the next solar cycle? 


That data is easy to plot, and Figure 2 — 


_ does this as a scatter diagram. 

The horizontal axis plots the number 
of months at solar minimum (per my def- 
inition) versus the maximum smoothed 
sunspot number of the next cycle. The R? 
value in the upper right corner indicates 
the correlation of the data points to a 
linear regression (trend) line, with R? = 
0 indicating no correlation (data points 
would be widely scattered about the 
trend line) and R* = | indicating perfect 
correlation (all the data points would fall 
on the trend line). 

Although the correlation of 0.5752 
is not exceptionally strong, it’s easy to 
see a general trend — the longer the 
duration of solar minimum, the lower 
the magnitude of the next solar cycle. 
You may have read Statements to that 
effect from articles written by solar 
scientists — data similar to Figure 2 is 
where these statements come from. It 
sure would be nice if the R* value for 
this data was higher — that would give 
us more confidence in predicting Cycle 
24 after our ascent through a smoothed 
sunspot number of 20. 

In summary, all evidence points to the 
fact that the solar minimum period we’re 
in now is not abnormal. In the end it may 
not be categorized as “most likely” with 
respect to the number of months below 
a smoothed sunspot number of 20, but 
it is well within the bounds of all his- 
torical solar minimum periods. | think 
a lot of the discussion of an abnormally 
long solar minimum period is driven by 
adverse news making more interesting 
news and our impatience with the dura- 
tion of solar minimum. 

— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 1227 Pion 
Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; or by e- inde 
sent to: k9la@arrl.net. Sy 
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to use it as an alt bane sick aS ane Wi 


having trouble getting it to “tune” » on | 


some bands using an antenna tuner. 


“Now when I was in college we hada | line feedi 


very long dipole at a'good height strung | 
between two “smoke stacks” of the col-- 


lege power plant facilities. It was fed with 
open-wire line and had been up for who 
knows how many years. It would tune to 
any frequency that one wanted using a 
simple antenna tuner setup (parallel cir- 
cuit “tapped” and a swinging link). 

“Correct me if lam wrong (and I prob- 
ably am) but I thought that if you center 
fed a dipole with coax and a balun that 
it would only function as a dipole at its 
resonant frequency. Also, attempting 
to use it at other frequencies by using a 
tuner, was only making the coax act as 

"part of the antenna system. 

“Now I have done this, fed a dipole at 
the center using coax but NO balun, and 
I could tune it at almost any frequency 
I chose. However, I assumed that I was 
just using the coax as part of the radiat- 
ing part of the antenna system and that 
maybe the system was acting more like 
a top-hat loaded-vertical with the coax 
being the vertical element in the system 
and the dipole being the top hat. 

“How far off am I in my analysis of the 
above mentioned stuff, oh crusty one?” 

Krusty Olde Kurt can see that this 


HANG YOUR NEXT WIRE ANTENNA 
THE EZ HANG WAY 


Everything you need; the original EZ Hang, the EZ 

Winder, a spare set of bands & 6 extra weights: $99.95 
plus $9.05 {US} S/H. 

EZ Hang, Code W * 2217 Princess Anne St., Ste. 104-1 


Fredericksburg VA 22401 * www.ezhang.com * 540-286-0176 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


_ the coax flows to one side 


_ is supposed to flow to the oth 


The current from the ce 
The current from the inside of 


antenna but it is possible that | 
flow down the outside of the shield, a 

How can we have current fl 
up the inside of the shield and | d 
the outside? bs 

Because of “skin effect.” Skin effect 
the tendency of RF currents to flow juston 
the surface (skin) of a conductor. Direct — ; ‘ 
current flows throughout a conductor. But — 
alternating current does not. The higher 
the frequency the less the current flows 
in the center of the wire. Up in the high 
frequency region that we use the RF cur- 
rent is mostly near the surface. 

The coax shield is different from a solid 
wire. It is a tube that surrounds the center 
conductor. Current flowing in the center 
conductor is balanced by an equal oppo- 
site-phase current flowing in the shield. 
Due to skin effect the shield current on the 
inside of the shield does not show up on 
the outside of the shield. So the outside of 
the shield is actually a separate conductor 
and current can flow down it just as it could 
flow down any other wire connected to this 

side of the antenna. 

How much current flows down the out- 
side of the shield instead of to the antenna? 
That depends on Ohm’s law. If we have a 
70-ohm dipole then one side must be 35 
ohms. If the shield looked like 35 ohms 
then half the current would flow each way. 


But what is the impedance of the outside 


of the shield? Kurt can tell you that it is 
difficult to predict. If the distance from 
antenna to ground is a half-wave then the 
shield acts like a half-wave line shorted at 
the other end and it is a low impedance 


ar dna. If the tepedoneh is a lot 
‘than our 35 ohm antenna most of 


quarter-wave then the impedance at the 
antenna will be high and very little current 


__ be somewhere in between. 

__. That’s where baluns come in. The 
_ easiest balun to explain is the W2DU type 
_ which consists of a bunch of ferrite beads 
__ placed over the coax right at the antenna. 
_ The ferrites present a high impedance to 
_ RE This makes the path down the outside 


of the shield a high impedance to the RF © 


- no matter what the length of the coax. 
Thus, no current can flow down the shield 
and it all goes into the antenna. 
__ Sowhen the reader fed his antenna with- 
outa balun, does his signal radiate mostly 
_ from the antenna or mostly from the coax? 
a That all depends on the impedance of the 
_ coax outer shield and this depends on the 
distance to: ground in wavelengths. This 
changes with frequency. So the best answer 
to the question is: Who knows? It changes 
with frequency. 
_ If you use a balun then we DO know. 
Radiation is just from the antenna. And, to 
___ answer the reader’s other question, if you 
use an antenna tuner to operate the antenna 
at other than its resonant frequency there is 
still no radiation from the coax. The balun 
_ prevents that from happening. 
Lastly, how about the Ham who had 


4 ‘will flow down the coax. Most likely you'll - 


trouble tuning his ‘coax fed dipole on 
other bands? 

On the band where it is just.a half-wave 
it matches the coax pretty well and any old 
tuner will work. But at twice the frequency 
and other even harmonics the antenna 
impedance will be in the thousands of 
ohms. Depending on the transmission 
line length your tuner can see even higher 
impedances. You just have to recognize 
that today’s tuners don’t have as wide a 
tuning range as the old link-coupled high- 
amplifier-impedance systems. The new 
tuners also give a lot less TVI so they have 
their advantages. And, unless you have to, 
you should not use coax for high SWR 
applications. Too much loss in the coax. 


— Have a question for the Krusty one?: 


Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., 
Sacramento, CA 95818 and we'll get it 
to Kurt. i) 


ELECTRIC RADIO 


Are you tired of plastic modern radios that you 
can't work on and are hard to understand? Are 
you looking for information on restoration of 

quality vintage receivers and transmitters? 


Electric Radio is the magazine for you! | 
In print since May1989, we also have the largest 
vintage-only Ham classified section available. 
_ Please send $1.00 for a sample copy to: 
) EReP. O.Box 242¢Bailey, CO 80421 
720/924-0171 
leditor2@indra.com www.ermag.com 
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| er and answer questions about 
OC plus indoor tables), plus outdoor 


) s@nutmeghamfest. com and vetest@ 
For all details, check flyer at www. 
fest.com 


FLORIDA 


hoe Ptatisum Coast Amateur Radio Society Hamfest 

_ and Florida State ARRL Convention will be held 11-12 
Oct 2008, Saturday 9 a.m. — 5 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. — 
2 2 p.m., in Melbourne, FL. Large tailgate area open 
Saturday 6 a.m. Setup Friday 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. Contact 
Jan Heise, K4QD; 321/956-2482; hamfest2008@ | 
_ pcars.org. Visit our website for more information at 
B ape an ced : . 


IN DIANA 
; = Faud County Amateur Radio Club Hamfest will 


_ beheld 11 Oct 2008, at the Lake County Fairgrounds, 


Crown Point, IN. Doors open to public 8:00 am. Ven- 
dors 6 a.m. For more information, see the club website 
at www.gsl.net/w9j 


IOWA 
Muscatine Amateur Radio Club and Wash- 


_ ington Area Amateur Radio Club Southeast Iowa 


Hamfest will be held 05 Oct 2008, at the Muscatine 
County Fairgrounds, West Liberty, [A. Admission $5., 
children age 14 and under admitted free. Gates open 
7 a.m. Indoor and outdoor flea market, commercial 
.vendors, license testing, food and drink. Indoor flea 
market table space available for $10 per table. Tailgat- 
ing flea market space is free with paid admission and 
available on a first-come, first-serve basis. Electricity 
available for a fee. Set-up Saturday, 10:30am - to 6 p.m. 
The annual Wiener Roast will be Saturday, 6 p.m. with 
meal price of $4 for adults and $2 for children 12 & 
under. Overnight camping available fora fee. For more 
information, contact Tom Brehmer, NOLOH; 563/263- 
3097; nOloh@arrl.net; www.muscatinehams.org 


MICHIGAN 


- Holland Amateur Radio Club Great Lakeshore 
Super Swap will be held 18 Oct 2008, at the West 
Ottawa High School, South Campus. 3600 152nd Ave., 
Holland, MI 49424. Open to public 8 a.m. Admission 
$6. VE testing, forums, test table, and outdoor displays. 
No outdoor sales. Talk-in: 147.06+600, K8DAA 
‘Tepeater. Contact Chuck Rich, W8GCW; 616/396- 
2294. Table information, contact John Seidelman, 


“will be held 04 Oct 2008, at Westwood Regional 


oor commercial and non-commercial - 


rea Radio Association Hamfest 
JR/SR High School, 701 Ridgewood Rd., Township 


_ of Washington, NJ 07676. Admission $5 (non-Ham 


family members free): Vendors $15 for two spaces. 


Indoor vendors may bring own tables or use school 


round tables. Amateur Radio exam testing (8-10 a.m. 
only) Lots of parking and refreshments. DXCC Card 


_ Checking. Talk-in: 146.19/79 PL 141.3. Contact Jim 


Joyce, K2ZO, 286 Ridgewood Blvd. North, Wash- 
ington Township, NJ 07676; 201/664-6725; k2z0o@ 
arrl.net 


NEW YORK 


Hall of Science Amateur Radio Club Hamfest 


will be held 05 Oct 2008 at the New York Hall of 
Science parking lot, Flushing Meadow Corona Park, 
47-01 111th St., Queens, NY. Admission by donation; 
buyers $5, sellers $10 per space. Free admission to 
museum 10-11 a.m., or $6 after with Hamfest ticket. 
Vendor set-up 7:30 a.m. Open to public 9 a.m. Free 
parking, Drop and Shop, QSL Card Checking, food 
and refreshments. VE exam 10 a.m. Talk-in 444.200 
Repeat, PL 136.5, 145.270 -600 kHz PL 136.5. Con- 


_ tact Stephen Greenbaum, WB2KDG; 718/898-5599 


(nights only); wbh2kdg@arrl.net; www.hosarc.org 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Maysville Club Hamfest will be held 12 Oct 2008, 
at the Community Center, Maysville, NC. Open 8 


»a.m. Admission is free. Outside tailgating is free. 


Vendors are welcome, but space is limited. Catered 
lunch available for a reasonable price. Talk-in: 146.685 
(PL 88.5). Contact Byron Highland, K4BMH, 3753 


‘am. — noon, all elements, walk-ins. welcomed, qn 


required documents: Free parking and transportation 


| from remote lot (6:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.), handicapped 


parking, refreshments. Talk-in: 145.31 (131.8). Contact 
Jim Soete, WA3Y LQ, 215/723-7294; fax 215/257-0724; 


-wa3ylq@arrl.net; www.rfhill.ampr.org 


TEXAS 


Paris Texas Radio Group Hamfest will be held 
10-11 Oct 2008, at the Coliseum and Red River Valley 
Fairgrounds, 570 E. Center St., Paris, TX. Friday set-up 
noon, doors open 5 p.m. Saturday set-up 6 a.m., doors 
open 8 a.m. Admission $2 (pay on Friday and get in free 
on Saturday). Tables $15 each. Tailgate $10, unlimited 
space. New radio vendors, VE testing, indoor flea 
market. Outside tailgate, live music, food, and drinks. 
Talk-in: 147.040+PL. Electricity available for anyone 
wishing to camp out. Hook-ups available for $15. 
Special rates available at the Holiday Inn of Paris. Call 
direct and ask for the Paris Hamfest rate at 903/785- 
5545. Contact Richard Lenoir, KISDX; 903/783-0968 or 
Paulor Karmyn Green, KC5S@@S/KESGKD; 903/739- 
9694; www.paristexasradio.com 


WASHINGTON 


North Kitsap Amateur Radio Club Hamfest/ 
Swap Meet will be held 11 Oct 2008, 9 a.m. —2 p.m., 
at the President’s Hall, Kitsap County Fairgrounds 
{NW corner of Fairgrounds Road at Nels Nelson 
Road), Bremerton, WA. Admission $5, 12 and under 
free. Tables $20 each until 30 Sep 08 (includes | free 
admission), $20 each wards. Commercial spaces $30. 
Radio and electronic equipment, displays, demonstra- 
tions, ARRL table, license exams, and antique radio 
station. Talk-in: WW7RA Repeater, 146.620 (-), Tone 
103.5, Simplex 146.520. Contact Chris McGraw, 
KB2SKP, 360/908-2410; kb2skp@arrl.net or Horace 
Ory, K7ORY; 360/779-2215; ory001@comcast.net; 
www.nkarc.org 


Anamosa Pumpkinfest 


Jones County Amateur Radio Club will operate Spe- 
cial Event Station WOCWP, 04 Oct 2008, to celebrate 
the Anamosa Pumpkinfest and weigh-off. Anamosa is 
the Pumpkin Capital of lowa. Frequency: 14.260°+/— 
QRM. For Certificate, send business SASE to JCARC, 
304 S. Ford St., Anamosa, IA 52205. For information, 


see http://pumpkinfest.anamosachamber.org 


50th Anniversary Celebration 

Daytona Beach Amateur Radio Association will 
operate Special Event Station K4BV, 04-05 Oct 2008, 
1400Z-2200Z, in Daytona Beach, FL, to celebrate the 
association’s 50th anniversary. Frequencies: 14.270, 
14.070, 7.270, 7.070, 3.970, and 3.570. Certificate and 
QSL to DBARA, P.O. Box 9852, Daytona Beach, FL 
32120-9852; hitp://dbara.org 


National Wildlife Refuge Week 


Pentucket Radio Association will operate Special 
Event Station K1W, 11-19 Oct 2008, 1500Z-2000Z, 


from the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, to 
celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week, 105 years of 
service. Frequencies: 21.130, 14.265, 7.240, and 3.880. 
For QSL, send SASE to Larry Caruso, K1LGC, 77 
Whittier Rd., Haverhill, MA 01830; www.pra625.org 


Ten Years of ARRL Affiliation 


Cherokee Capital Amateur Radio Society will oper- 
ate a Special Event 18 Oct 2008, at the BB&T Park, 
Calhoun, GA, tocelebrate 10 years of ARRL affiliation. 
Certificate and QSL to Felton Floyd, AF4DN, 706/629- 
0369; af4dn@iwispr.net; www.k4woc.com 


Boy Scout Radio Jamboree 
and PACIFICON — 

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club will hold a 
Special Event 18-19 Oct 2008, in conjunction with the 
51st Boy Scout Radio Jamboree and the ARRL Pacific 
Division Convention called PACIFICON. Frequencies: 
14.290, 21.360, 7.090, and 7.190; www.pacificon.org 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


WorldRadio, October 2008 51 


Arizona 


Gloucester 


- Mesa — +f 
Yuma 
Arkansas | bg SS 
Harrison ssecSat 
California 
Chico first Sun 
Chula Vista _ fourth Sat 
Highland _ third Sat 
Lake Isabella . second Sat 
Loma Linda 10/09/08 
Long Beach third Sat 
Manteca/Tracy — fourth Sat 
Murrieta 10/18/08 
Oakland - 10/26/08 
Sacramento Hotline! 
San Pedro fourth Sun 
San Pedro second Sun 
Santa Maria 10/25/08 
Santa Rosa Hotline! 
Sebastopol Hotline! 
Stockton 10/18/08 
Sunnyvale ~ 10/11/08 
Ukiah 10/11/08 
Colorado 
Louisville first Thurs 
Florida 
Melbourne first Sat 
North Port Call 
St. Pete Call!! 
St. Petersburg Call!! 
Georgia 
Athens last Mon 
Hawaii 
Oahu TBD Call 
Illinois 
Bolingbrook third Sat 
Oak Forest 10/11/08 
Roselle second Tues 
Indiana 
South Bend third Mon 
lowa 
Benton County — fourth Thurs 
Vinton 10/23/08 
Vinton third Thurs 
West Liberty 10/05/08 
Kansas 
Salina second Wed 
Louisiana 
Lafayette first Thurs 
Massachusetts 
Brookline second Mon 
Framingham ‘second Wed 


second Sun 
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Gene Wright, WA6ZRT, 530/345-3515 aS 
Tuck, NZ6T, nz6t@arrl.org 


Ed Slaughter, WU6I, pins 
909/864-0155, WU6I @arrl.net wii or p/r 
Mike, KA6IYS, 760/378-1028 p/ror wii 


Samuel C. Eller, 909/796-2996, ad6ue@arrl.net  w/i j 
Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 pit 
David, NSFDL, 209/835-6893, n5dfl@arrl.net p/r 

Karl Gronbach, N6XSZ, 951/600-9018, kgron@verizon.net 
EBARC, ORCA and ARCA, 510/846- 1587, wb6ner@arrl.net 
916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org 2 
Bill, W6AJ@arrl.net or Doug, W6HB@arl.net p/r 

Bill, W6AJ@arrl_net or Doug, W6OHB@arrl.net — p/r 

John Portune, W6NBC, 805/406-6176, 


‘www.w6nbe.com, jportune@aol.com . 


Hotline — Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i OK 
Recording, 707/579-9608 
Mike Zane, N6ZW, 209/369-0859, n6zw @arl net pit pref. only 


Godron, W6NW, sv@amateur-radio.org, 


www.amateur-radio.org wii 
_ Dale, wb6tms@arrl.net, 
707/762-9414, www.smrs.us p/r pref. 


Phil, AB@IR, ABOJR@yahoo.com or Ellie, NOQCX 


on the BARC repeater on 146.70(—) wii 

John, AASIS@earthlink.net, 321/674-9022 w/i ok 

Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wii pref. 

Mark, NP3R 727/528-0071 wi/i pref. 

Connie, K4TBZ, 

727/541-2491, radcfd@aol.com wii pref. 

Ed, FUQUA, 706/354-1727 wi/i pref. 
‘ 

Lee, KH6BZF, 808/247-0587, 

808/551-3494, leewical@aol.com p/r 

Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 w/i ok 

Tim Pechtold, AA9BV, 

708/687-5057, aa9bv@amsat.org p/r pref. 

Sam Baribeau, W9SFB, 

630/894-0708, w9sfb@aol.com p/r 

Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 p/r 

Al Hammond, KOHWE, 

319/446-7570, kOhwe@inav.net p/r pref. 

Al Hammond, kOhwe @inav.net, 319/446-7570 p/r pref. 

Ken, NOEGV 319/223-5739 p/r pref. 

Jerry Schroder, Jr., KCOWWV, 

563/607-0793, blacklighting@machlink.com 

Sid Ashen-Brenner, NOOBM, 

n0obm @arrl net, 785/823-6560 w/i or p/r 

Acadiana Amateur Radio Assoc., 

Danny Griffith, KSARH, kSarh@wS5ddl.org __ wi/i pref. 

Dick Doherty, KAI TUZ, 617/527-2968, 

kaltuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org w/i OK 

Jim, W LEQW, 508/435-6487, testing@fara.org p/r 


Bob Quinn, WV1A, www.caara.net 


Roselle * 10/25/08 
| Westfield — ~ first Tues 
Winslow fourth Tues” 
New York oe 
North Lindenhurst 10/26/08 
Yonkers 10/05/08 


North Carolina 


Orange County —_10/11/08 
Ohio 
Cincinnati first Sat 
Sandusky, 10/21/08 
Oregon 
Astoria Call!! 
Bend Wedensdays 
. Lincoln City first Sat 
McMinnville Call!! 
Sisters Call! 
Tigard Call!! 
Pennsylvania 
Erie third Sat 
Lansdale 10/07/08 


Puerto Rico 


San Juan last Sat 
South Carolina 
Charleston second Sat 
Charleston second Sat 
Goose Creek 10/15/08 
Texas 

Irving third Sat 
Nacogdoches third Wed 
Virginia 

Alexandria second Sat 
Washington 
Bremerton 10/1 1/08 
Everett fourth Sat 
Vancouver Hotline! 
Wisconsin 

Madison first Sat 
Racine first Sat 
Tomahawk last Sat 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


631/957-0218, gore are 


GSRARC. Walter Wenze 


ac2v@ yahoo. as www, ey ae 5 a ‘ : 


Hillsborough- Chapel Hill NC jase fa, é 
Dave Snyder, W4SAR, 919/644-8681 ae 


Dale, KC8HIL, 513/769-0789 
Luther Gantz, N8HC, 7 
419/684-7864, n8hc@arrl.net — 


AATOA, 503/338-3333 

Joe, K7SQ — 541/385-3152 # 
Carl, w7li@arrl.net, 503/965-7575 
Mark, AC7ZQ, 503/843-3580 
Dave, N7TYO 541/549-7831 

John, KS@F 503/626-7399 


Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 814/825-3326, 
www.wattsburg-wireless.us, 
wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us 

Olaf N. Markert, 


610/517-5074, w3pa@arrl.net p/r 
Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl @ prarl.org wi * 
Sheila Frank, ‘ 
kt4yw @sc.rr.com, www. wa4usn.org wii ? 
Riley Stone, 843/832-9105, ys 
k4hyy @sc.rt.com, www.qsl.net/wa4usn/ wii 4 
Robert N. Johnson, AE4RJ, 843/761-7637, % 
. ae4rj@amsat.org, http://tridenthams.org pir ae 
Doyle Taylor, ADSKE, 
972/579-9089, www.irvingarc.org w/i OK 
Nacogdoches ARC, Army Curtis, AESP, ‘ 
aeSp@arrl.net, 936/560-4997 wii 


John, WZ4A, wz4a@artl.net, 703/971-3905 wi 


‘ 
Horace Ory, K7ORY, 4 


360/779-2215, ory001@comeast.net p/r pref. 
Loren Hole, KK7M, 425/335-5158, loren_kk7m@msn.com, 


“www.wa7law.com or Gary Whitanger, W7MGG, 


425/745-4621, w7mgg@msn.com p/r or w/i OK 
CCARC, 360/254-0608, www.w7aia.org wiOK . 
Carolyn, NQ9A, 

608/246-0225, nq9a@arrl.net wii 

Robert, WOWLN 262/886-8551 wii pref. 
Diane, KA9BHK, 715/453-3908, 

KA9BHK @ARRL.NET w/i OK 


soa ein a sigeal oan 
e and finding rote faults are 


tira ieinsied for rien from 
st treatment, the compact 4.5 x 8 
S are conveniently sized so they can be 
ne box with the analyzer — soit’s there 


mpany’s ves page and many of your favorite 
Radio stores. 
For further information, visit www.niftyacces- 
ies.com on the web or contact Nifty! Ham Acces- 


_ Amateur Radio operators seeking to experiment 
with HF Digital transmissions now have a new 
option. EchoLink users may access club station 
W6AOR-L via the Internet. W6AOR is located in 
Torrance, California. 

*. Taka Nakayama, K W6l, is the trustee for W6AOR. 
He said the suggestion to create an EchoLink accessible 
station came from a number of different sources. Putting 
the station together was just a matter of assembling a 
few spare parts, Internet access, a Kenwood transceiver 
and a digital modem. “We are-very excited at the early 
results,” he said. “We have already had contacts made 
from within the U.S., but the station has also been 
accessed by Hams from Australia and Japan.” 

The station transmits and receives on 14.236 USB 
through a digital modem using the G4GUO digital 
protocol through a “barefoot” Kenwood transceiver 


Contact these fine dealers & prices 


and stocked eg 


HF Digital Station Available Via EchoLink 


50 Ohm Coax Cable Assemblies 


manufactured by Cable X-Perts, Inc. www.cablexperts.com 


Fd A 


Sacunser” 


into a vertical antenna. The W6AOR EchoLink HF 
station will allow non-digital modem operators 
to make contacts with digitally equipped stations. 
Mr. Nakayama also said the station can be used to 
participate in digital nets and to verify the correct 
installation or operation of a similarly equipped 
digital station. 

The W6AOR Echolink HF station is located at 
AOR U.S.A. headquarters in Torrance, CA. The 
station was put on the air for the enjoyment and the 
ability to experiment with HF digital for Amateur 
Radio Operators. Echolink use of the station is open 
to all properly licensed operators at no cost. 

For more information, contact Taka Nakayama, 
KW6I, 310/787-8615. Operators seeking informa- 
tion on how to use EchoLink are encouraged to visit 
www.echolink.org 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 

Burial: Yes. UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 2 (100% bonded foil+95%TC Braid) V/P 84% 
Attenuation @ 100ft: SOMHz 1.1, 1S5OMHz 1.9, 450MHz 3.3 
Recommended frequencies: 50-450MHz, 


CXP1318FN 


Connector: °N" Male both ends. 

Burial: Yes. UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 2 (100% bonded foil+95%TC Braid) V/P 84% 
Attenuation @ 100ft: 1SOMH2 1.1, 450MHz 3.3 
»Recammended frequencies: 150MHz & higher. 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 

Burial: Yes, UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 1 (97%BC Braid} V/P 66% 

Attenuation @ 100ft: 10MHz 0.62, 30MHz 1.2 
Recommended frequencies: 1-30MHz{(High Power). 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 

Burial: No. UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 1 (95%BC Braid) V/P 78% 

Attenuation @ 100ft: 1OMHz 0.51, 30MHz 0.9, SOMHz 1.2 
Recommended frequencies: 1-SOMHz. 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 

Burial: No, UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 1 (96%BC Braid) V/P 78% 
Attenuation @ 1008: 1OMHz 0,98, 3OMHz 2.0 
Recommended frequencies: 1 -SOMH2, 


BRAIDED GROUND STRAP 


ng 
Ring tonninais both ends. 
HB (1/2? WIG), .ecorscssrvereeeeeeneennee #6 (1* wide), 


www. hamtadio. com www.aesham.com 


is product er 

statement of “Electronics fee Beyone” 
. Bere ee clincecoencs 
must eventually learn to hand solder components, which 
is often difficult, messy and frustrating. Even for those 
with experience, tight spaces can create a nightmare 
scenario. With the advent of SchmartSolder, anyone can 
now hand solder through-hole components no matter how 
close together they are. In addition, the soldering will look 
like it has been preformed by a pro. 

SchmartSolder are loops of solder produced in just the 
right diameter to fit over the component leads. One places 
the solder over the lead and flush to the circuit board and 
simply touches the soldering iron to the SchmartSolder. 
The SchmartSolder quickly melts and flows into the hole. 
The result is a perfect, neatly soldered component with 
no cold solder joints or other flaws. A video showing the 
use of the product is viewable at www.schmartboard. 
com/index.asp?page=resources_howto 

“SchmartSolder is just another step in our mission 
to make ‘Electronics for Everyone,” says Schmart- 
Board’s VP of Sales and Marketing, Neal Greenberg. 
“We previously perfected hand soldering of surface 
mount components with SchmartBoardlez and with 
the addition of this new product, almost every type 
of electronic component on the market can be easily 
and flawless hand soldered. Our next step is to make 
reading electronic schematics easy for everyone, 
which we will begin with the launch of www.solder- 
bynumbers.com on 08 Sept.” 

The suggested retail price on SchmartSolder 
is $5.00 for SO pieces and the product is available 
on SchmartBoard’s website and through Schmart- 
Board’s distributors. 

About SchmartBoard (www.schmartboard.com): 
SchmartBoard” is committed to helping engineers, 
students and hobbyists develop electronic circuits 
faster, easier, and less expensively than previously 
possible. SchmartBoard’s patented Electronic 
Circuit Building Blocks makes this possible. 
SchmartBoard’s “EZ” Technology and Solder By 
Numbers” program makes the soldering of surface 
mount components and circuit creation accessible 
to virtually anyone. 


HYBRID- QUAD ANTENNA 


M@Q-24SR 


MINI 
HF BEAM 


MQ-1 Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Two element 
MQ-24SR Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Enhanced reflector 


MQ-34SR Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Three element, E/Ref. 


MQ-26 Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Two element 


MQ-26SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Enhanced Refi. 

MQ-36SR Six-Band Antenna 

6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Three element, E/R 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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enh ky 


$12.00 


"No-nonsense information on antenna 
fundamentals, basic wire antennas, 
special antennas (such as the sloper, 
DDRR, Beverage, folded unipole), beam 
antennas, 160M antennas, tuners and 
SWR bridges." — L.B. Cebik, W4RNL 


"| can recommend it wholeheartedly, 
100% plus. It is a true learning experi- 
ence and the Amateur Radio Commu- 
nity should be grateful that such a 
book exists." — Kurt N. Sterba, KSKNS 


CONTENTS: *Feedlines *Balun «Ground 
Systems Lightning Protection «Towers 
«Dipole -Zepp *G5RV -Windom *Coaxial 
Dipole Myth *Sloping Antennas *DDRR 
*Folded Unipole *Beverage *Vacation 
Antennas «Mobile Antennas *-W8JK 
«Yagi « Two-Element Quad «160M Band 
*Receiving Loops 


$12.00 + $3.00 S&H 


CA add $.93 Sales Tax. 


WORLDRADIO BOOKS 
P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
or Phone: 916/457-3655 


for speedy personal attention. 


MasterCard | 


pees 
VISA 


Name 
Call 
Street 
City 

State___ Zip 
Phone 
Card 
Exp 
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TIONS. Collector looking for U.S. and DX cards 
for historical projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, 
Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail: tpl/rs@comcast. 
net. 508-1108 


RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 
and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 
TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 1008 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980 
MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro- 
computer journals, newsletters and advertising 
literature. KK4WW, P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 
24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322. 108-209 


BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 
400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. DX- 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. Box 
1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; w4het@aol. 
com. FOO 


military obsalet 


WANTED: OLD QSL CARD COLLEC- 99437, Vancouver, WA 98 


CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY & 


In full color, our . 


Fast delivery. 
8856, 800/346-6667, ap? 36 


GOOD STUFF. See our website: www. 
org. Greater Norwalk Amateur Radio Clul 


EMBROIDERED HAM RADIO ar {Saat 
Name, call sign, QTH — $14.99, DAN L. 
WARNER/HOTPRESS, 20406 Rhododendron - 


Dr. E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391; 800/862-1221; 
www.hotpresstshirts.com 


AMATEUR BAND CRYSTALS: FT243, 


508-509 


+ 


HC6U crystals, popular AM/CW frequencies. — 


Send S.A.S.E. to AF4K, 117 Sterling Pine St., — 


Sanford, FL 32773; 407/323-4178. See http:// — 


www.af4k.com/crystals.htm 


FOR SALE: DRAKE TR-7/TR-7A/R-7/R-7A 
SERVICE KIT. Includes 13 Extender Boards 
& Digital Jumper Card. $64.80 inciudes post- 
age. See http://wb4hfn.com/Services/W7AV K/ 


tr7ext2.htm. BOB, W7AVK, 5581 Panorama Dr., 


Moses Lake, WA 98837, 509/750-7589; w7avk@ 
arrl.net . 1008 
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To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


8-1008 


helpful i ation for such managers 
sks. $8.00+81. S0shippingand handling. 


ERGENCY Com ineuicanIONS = _ EMCOMM for the new 
ee ae KOBZ, Chief of Police, Retired =~ 
booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
ions. It deals cae: organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
“ies, cations, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working 
aie ~ with other radio services, AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
' Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 
aa books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3. ps al 


of ae 
e fo Pesala Rade Gdites by lety Boyd, KGOLF & Jay Boyd, KNOBP 

re for survival, safety of families and loved ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of digustet, 56 pp. $7.50 + 
"Aresidents add S. 58 tax. oF 


4 


WorldRadio * 99 cD_ eae 

y ins all 1999 WorldRadio i issues plus tl the following 
i disttized books — “Aerials,” “Aerials IT,” “Aerials III,” 
and aninterview with Kurt N. Sterba, MAC & PC compat- 
_ ible. $24, 35 + $2.0 00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


¢ What does the fash- 
ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO | 
WATCH! It comes with a 
classy black leather strap. 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. ' 


¢ Guaranteed to make your 
beverage taste better! 
WorldRadio MUG is a 
cobalt blue 11-oz. ceramic 

- mug with light blue imprint. 
$8.00+$6.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.54 tax. 


-* WorldRadio ’00 CD. 
| Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,”’ 
“Everything You Forgot to ask About HF Mobileering,” 
“The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.”” MAC 
& PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
- $1.93 tax. 


+ THE-SCIENCE OF * WorldRadio 2002-2004 
. AUDIO Bob Heil, r Sa ; : Covers 36 issues of World- 
K9EID. This video, pre- NT geod Radio with searchable 


te 


* WorldRadio ’01 CD 


' sented in Bob’s own inim- index. $15.00 + $2.00 s/h. 
Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following itable style, covers audio CA residents add $1.16 
digitized books — ‘‘When the Big One Hits,” “Current signals, the human ear, tax. 
Issues in Emergency Communications - EMCOMM ., microphones, phasing, 
4 1 9966 . . 5 

for the new millennium, Management of the mal ene, parametric equalization, + WorldRadio 2005-2006 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & and much more! $19.95+ : . 

Covers 24 issues of World- 


Radio with searchable 
index. $10.00 + $2.00 s/h. 
CA residents add $.78 tax, 


PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00S&H. $3.00 S&H. CA residents 
CA residents, $1.93 tax. : add $1.59 tax. 
VHS only 


Send me the following items: 


‘Would you like speedy, personal attention? 


all WorldRadio — 7-3655 
aT Se a 7 0S Tae 
Oe RTT WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 
: ateur Radio ee Check or money order enclosed for $_ 
eee ome Charge my credit card: 
Emcomm Function 8k ss LIVISA LMasterCard L1American Express 
a a | 

a as ST 


Account Number, Expiration Date 


Radio 2005-2006 CD eer ae 


ac WorldRadio Logo Watch $25.00 ipceEN 
Science Of Audio VHS __ $19.95. eee Name & call (please print) 


CA residents add 7.15% sales tax 


Address 


S&H charges: $3.00 for the first book to an address, & 
1.00/book for additional books. $6.00 mug, $2.00 CD, $3.00 Video. 


"TOTAL PRICE 


City/State/ZIP 


; ously- to naling crowds « 
Just the thought of prot 


converging aircraft and congested ter- ‘ 
minals is daunting enough ne public 


__ safety planners. 


That’s what came to my itd when our 


Operations Chief Grant Hays, WB6OTS/ 
AAAQO, passed along a request from the 
Transportation Security Administration 
for Army MARS support during the next 
two weeks. 

Mike Barrett, KZMMB/AAAQTS, is 
the Army MARS liaison at TSA head- 
quarters just outside Washington. He’s a 
career IT specialist, the last 28 years in 


| and additional — es 
AT a io mailing offices aes 


(USPS 947000) 
2120 28" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 


POSTMASTER: Send this | 
page (NOT A COPY — 
THAT’S WASTEFUL!) with 
changes of address to above. 
(Please include mailing label 
intact. Please do not 
obliterate ANY information 
on the mailing label.) 


resources available to the two convention 


“The TSA's own MARS : 
teams are deploying from Tucson and 
Dallas to operate AAN8DNC with local - 
staffers in Denver. Pensacola and Wash- — 
ington teams will ‘epiby io Midna ed 
as AANSRNC. TSA’s Barrett asks that oe 
our Regions 8 and 5 make Army MARS__ 


operations as needed. He and his staff 
are already in direct contact with the 


Periodicals Postage P. 
Sacramento, Cay 3 


i fissvilivarts hall TTiisetlastlapnayad ticitecti l, ALR | 


#ESNPIDK 2XXXXRXXRKKKEKS—-DIGIT Saag 
#0086 47108 WRL Gi-OOesdFr 1 OF Os 
WILLIAM H BRINKMEYER WETRS 
1824 SHEPHERD OR 
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